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Salutations 
subhanahu wa ta‘ala (Pure is He from all imperfections 
and He is Sublime) 


ae sallallahu ‘alayhi wasallam (May Allah send His Special 
Mercy upon him and send blessings) 


4) ‘alayhis salam (Peace be upon him) 

by radiyallahu ‘anhu (May Allah be pleased with him) 
#2  radiyallahu ‘anha (May Allah be pleased with her) 
> radiyallahu ‘anhum (May Allah be pleased with them) 
eg 


rahmatullahi ‘alayh (May Allah have mercy on him) 
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Foreword 


In every era, Allah 8 chooses certain individuals for the blessed 
task of preserving and propagating His Din. The late Grand Mufti 
of Pakistan, Mufti Muhammad Shafi‘ ‘Uthmani sahib @, stated 
that the success of mankind requires two things: Kitabullah (the 
Book of Allah) and Ryalullah (the Men of Allah). A book alone 
is not sufficient for the instruction and nurturing of man, which is 
why Allah 3% sent His Prophets %', and after them until the last day, 
He sends the people of Allah 8%, through whose company and guid- 
ance one can tread the Straight Path. Through their knowledge and 
understanding of Islam, these noble personalities benefit not only 
the people of their era, but also the generations to come. 


The Esteemed Author 


From amongst this special group of people is an illustrious and re- 
vered ‘Alim of our time, my most affectionate teacher and shaykh, 
the Beloved of the ‘Ulama and Mashayikh, Shaykh Mawlana Mu- 
hammad Saleem Dhorat hafizahullah. It is indeed a favour of the 
Almighty to witness the blessed presence of the respected Shaykh 
in our era and to be able to benefit from him first hand. It is inspir- 
ing to observe his sincere and tireless efforts to preserve and spread 
the beautiful teachings of Islam in their pure and pristine form and 
the sheer breadth of his accomplishments is astounding. Over the 
last thirty years, the respected Shaykh has taken on a vast array of 
responsibilities in order to serve the Ummah, including the role of 
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teacher, principal, administrator, author, lecturer, spiritual mentor 
and reformer. He has travelled extensively throughout the UK and 
the world to enlighten hearts with the love of Allah 4, and for 
seventeen years has served as the Shaykhul-Hadith at the Islamic 
Da‘wah Academy (IDA), conveying the treasures of Ahadith to the 
new generation. 


Having graduated from the ‘alimiyyah course at Darul-‘Ulum 
Bury in 1986, he taught at his alma mater until the sad demise of 
his father, Hafiz Ibrahim Dhorat “, in 1991. His subsequent re- 
turn to his home town of Leicester to serve his mother was to be a 
historical moment. That very year Allah “ inspired the respected 
Shaykh to establish the IDA. From its humble beginnings — one 
student and one teacher — the Academy has grown into a flour- 
ishing centre of Islamic academic and spiritual excellence that we 
see before us today. Furthermore, the respected Shaykh — a true 
friend of Allah 8 — has achieved phenomenal acceptance among 
the masses, as well as the students of Din, contemporary ‘Ulama 
and pious elders. 


The myriad of services and activities of the IDA are clear for 
all to see, yet it is important to appreciate just how much of a pio- 
neering role the honourable Shaykh has played over the last three 
decades. One of his most significant contributions is being the first 
scholar in the UK of the Deobandi heritage, to serve the Din in the 
English language. Through the Grace of Allah #, he realised as 
early as his student days how critical it was to reach out to the com- 
ing generations, anticipating that over time they would lose touch 
with their mother tongues. Thus, the 1990s witnessed the introduc- 
tion of lessons on the Qur’an and Hadith, publication of leaflets and 
booklets, the much-emulated monthly programmes and the Annual 
Youth Conference, all in the English language and accessible to the 
youth. Such efforts have been a source of guidance for thousands, 
young and old, and instrumental in safeguarding their faith. He 
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continues to devote significant time and effort to personally nurture 
the young generation with great affection and dedication. 


A sign of the acceptance of the Shaykh’s sincere efforts can be 
gauged by how many ‘Ulama have gone on to emulate and adopt his 
pioneering initiatives in their own services for Din here and abroad. 
A few years after the establishment of the Academy, a leading pi- 
ous personality of our time, Shaykh Mawlana ‘Abdullah Kapodra- 
wi sahib “ remarked to the honourable Shaykh, “Mawlana! After 
observing the ‘Ulama emulating you in the many different ways 
of serving the Muslim community, were you to close the Acade- 
my and retire, insha’allah, you will continue receiving reward, as 
you have set a path for people and they are taking ideas from your 
work.” 


There is so much I could write about my respected Shaykh, but 
for the sake of brevity I turn my attention to his literary efforts. In 
our modern technological age, where new mediums such as the 
internet and social media have led to an unprecedented volume 
of easily accessible information, the Muslim Ummah faces the 
challenge of sourcing authentic and reliable Islamic knowledge. 
Through his published articles, leaflets and booklets, both online 
and in print, the honourable Shaykh continues to make an invalu- 
able contribution to address this void. He is from the very few 
personalities whose works propagate the timeless, beautiful and 
authentic teachings of Islam along with conveying timely, practical 
and insightful guidance to the Ummah on contemporary issues and 
developments in the world. His penned words have been an anchor 
of reassurance and a beacon of hope during the challenging times 
the Ummah has faced in the last couple of decades. 


A Moment of History 


The Shaykh’s passion for serving the Din through the written word 
can perhaps be best appreciated through his first ever article, an 
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extract of which is presented below: 


fe 


pe AED a ty 


Shs stun gle Go Ola Gag GE Gon dys oth th 


: 
2 


\ o-0 


Read! In the name of your Lord, who created. Created 
man out of a (mere) clot of congealed blood. Read! And 
your Lord is the Most-Bountiful, He who taught by the 
pen. (96:1-4) 


O30 


These are the very first verses of the Glorious Qur’dn revealed 
to Nabi Muhammad *. They declare that man’s existence is 
not an accident of history, but part of a Divine Plan. He who 
created man has also provided for him (through revelations), 
all that he needs for the good of life: whether that be in physi- 


cal nature or in moral and spiritual nature. 


For one who wishes to secure peace in this life and in the 
eternal life to come, the Glorious Qur’an is the book of guid- 
ance and Nabi “ is the model to be followed. From the golden 
age of Rasilullah % and the Khulafa’ until this day, the Saha- 
bah #, Tabi‘in, Muhaddithin, Mufassirin, Fugahda, Sufiya and 
‘Ulama have endeavoured to convey these beautiful teachings 
in different ways utilising different methods and mediums. One 
of these mediums is the pen which is mentioned in the very first 
verses of the Glorious Qur’an. 


Pen —a Great Blessing of Allah %& 


It is difficult to picture what the state of the world would be 
without the ‘pen’. 


The pen has played and will continue to play, an active role 
in educating people. It is the only medium of education men- 
tioned in the first verses of the Glorious Qur’an; thus high- 
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lighting the importance of this small object in the human’s 
mind from the very outset. 


After the Truce of Hudaybiyyah, Nabi % used this very pen 
to propagate the Din and sent letters to the sovereigns of the 
world inviting them towards Islam. It is the very pen with which 
the Qur’dan was preserved on leaves and papers. 

It is the very pen with which the Muhaddithin preserved the 
Ahadith of Rasilullah % in the form of Al-Bukhari, Muslim, 
At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa’i, Abi Dawid, Ibn Majah etc. 

It is the very pen with which the Sahabah #2, Tabi’in, Fuqa- 
ha and ‘Ulama preserved the oceans of knowledge that were 


hidden in the depths of their minds and hearts and passed it 


on to Us. 


It is the very pen which extricates people from darkness to 


light and from ignorance to knowledge. 


It is the very pen with which the Mutakallimin of the Ummah 
have been able to present the correct ‘agidah (belief) to the 
Ummah. 


It is the very pen by which the false ‘aqa’id (beliefs) have 
been refuted and the uneducated and unwary were guided. 


It is due to these attributes of the pen that Allah %& opens 
Suratul-Oalam (The Pen) in these words: 
Se ere Late ee ee 
DOsEjes MNIO 
Nin, By the pen and what they write. 
Rasiilullah % says: 
rail Al le OF OI 
Indeed, the first object Allah created was the pen.' 


Sunan Abi Dawid, kitab: =) chapter: »»#! Hadith: 4620, Sunanut-Tirmidhi, kitab: 
>~4i| chapter: lal; o 3,» Hadith: 3598 
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Hasan Basri @ says: 


slAgesl oS lye “aail etal S10, 
The ink of the ‘Ulama is more virtuous than the blood of 
the martyrs.* 


Qatadah says: 


one lies 5 ike ed VS oaks a of Sas A 
The pen is a great blessing and favour of Allah 8. If the 
pen did not exist, Din would not have existed and life 
would have been impossible.’ 


The pen is such a great blessing and such a useful object that 
one can summarise all its qualities in one sentence: ‘The pen 
is mightier than the sword’. 


My Wish 

Since 1983, whilst I was studying at Darul-‘Uliim Bury, I con- 
tinuously felt that this great medium for spreading the Din is 
not being widely utilised in the English language as is the re- 


quirement of the present age. 


The more I thought and pondered over this need, the more I 
became restless. During these eight long years, I continued to 
supplicate and ask help from Allah %8, the Only Helper. And 
on many occasions, despite not having the capability, initiated 
a move towards this goal with a firm resolution that if Allah 
4 grants me the courage and the opportunity, I will, insha 


allah, spread the Din of Allah $% through the means of litera- 


ture utilising this great Favour of Allah 8 — the pen. However, 
everything has its appointed time. 


It was the 3rd of July 1991, when I was teaching in Darul- 


Al-Asrarul-Marfi ‘ah fil-Akhbaril-Mawdi‘ah p.303 
Ad-Durrul-Manthir fit-Tafsir bil-Ma’ thir Part: 15 p.526 
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‘Uliim Bury, that I heard the shocking news of the sudden de- 
mise of my father, Hadrat Hafiz Ibrahim Dhorat @, due to 
which I had to regretfully end my career as a teacher in Darul- 
‘Uliim Bury, to serve my mother in my home town of Leicester. 


Immediately on moving to Leicester, I turned my full atten- 
tion towards fulfilling my long wish and concentrated on pub- 
lishing Islamic literature which could present the knowledge 
of Islam in its pristine purity to all Muslims, whether male or 
female, young or old. 


Through the infinite Mercy and Grace of Allah 38, thus began the 
honourable Shaykh’s literary efforts which continue to this day. 


Compilation of This Book 


As many of the Shaykh’s written works have been in the form of 
articles over the years, through the sheer Grace of Allah #, an ini- 
tiative to gather these scattered pearls into book form commenced, 
so that a wider audience can benefit. A group of ‘Ulama and as- 
sociates, under the supervision of the Shaykh, reviewed and ref- 
erenced a selection of these articles and Alhamdulillah, the first 
volume is now ready. 


The book is entitled, ‘Inspirations’, as readers will find herein 
inspirational words on a wide range of subjects covering beliefs, 
worship, social life, good character and dealings and transactions. 
Furthermore, the Shaykh clears current day misconceptions with 
regards to Islamic teachings, and provides guidance regarding con- 
temporary matters. It is my earnest appeal that this book be read 
either daily or weekly as a family, so that all family members can 
develop a true understanding of Din and a shared zeal to practical- 
ly implement the advices mentioned within. This will enable us 
to perfect our Islam and become valued members of society. The 
‘Ulama will find this book to be an invaluable resource, due to the 
deep insight and practical guidance covering a breadth of topics 
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which they can convey to the Ummah, in particular when impart- 
ing lectures. Insha’allah, this book will inspire readers to strive 
for peace and contentment in this worldly life and the everlasting 
comforts of Jannah. 


We pray to Allah 4 that He grants acceptance to this effort of 
my beloved honourable Shaykh and grants him the ability to con- 
tinue to serve the Din with good health and in the manner that is 
most pleasing to Allah 48. May Allah 4 lengthen his shadow over 
the Ummah and grant him more barakah in his sincerity, knowl- 
edge, actions and works. May Allah # spread the teachings of my 
Shaykh far and wide so that more and more people can benefit 
from them and may He grant barakah to the ongoing work of com- 
piling further volumes, so they too can reach the public in the near 
future. Amin. 


(Mawlana) Ahmed Patel 
Teacher of Hadith, Islamic Da‘wah Academy, Leicester, UK 
24th Sha‘ban 1440 AH / 29th April 2019 


EB 
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1. Wisdom Behind 
Natural Disasters 


Allah % is Al-Hakim (the Ruler), only that which He permits can 
happen in the universe. He is also Al-Hakim (the Most-Wise), 
whatever He does is full of wisdom. How can we, the creation, 
with our limited intellect possibly comprehend His Divine Wis- 
dom? We frequently witness events that defy logic at the time, yet 
within hours, days or weeks, we are forced to admit that what had 
happened was truly a blessing in disguise. 


An event in the life of one of our pious predecessors, Shaykh 
Dhunniin Misri ®, helps to illustrate this point. He narrates: 


One day, I left my home intending to wash my clothes when all 
of a sudden I caught sight of a huge scorpion. With the intention 
of observing the Wisdom of Allah 8, I followed it until it reached 
the shore of the River Nile. A frog emerged from the water and the 
scorpion quickly crawled onto its back. The frog then proceeded 
to swim to the opposite bank with the scorpion on its back. I en- 
tered the water and followed them to observe in more detail. Upon 
reaching the other side of the Nile, the scorpion jumped off the 
frog’s back onto dry land. I also came out from the water treading 
behind the scorpion until it led me to a place where I saw a young 
man lying in deep sleep under the shade of a tree who appeared 
to be intoxicated. I assumed that the scorpion had come from the 
other side of the river especially to sting this man, but I could not 
comprehend the Wisdom of Allah 8 behind this act. 


Suddenly a poisonous snake appeared out of nowhere and 
headed for the young man. Just as the snake was about to bite him, 
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the scorpion sprang and, clinging to the snake’s head, stung it 
until it dropped dead on the ground. After accomplishing this task 
ordained by Allah %%, the scorpion left the scene and headed back 
towards the water where the frog was waiting to carry it back to 
the other side of the Nile. 


At this point, Shaykh Dhunniin Misri recited a few couplets: 


pla 3 Os gt I i, BY Jal 5 ay, 
eal gs gs be Oy Gas 
O the one sleeping while the Great Almighty is protecting you; 
From every evil that happens in the dark; 


How can your eyes become negligent from a King? 
From Whom you are receiving the benefits of so many blessings. 


The young man awoke upon hearing these couplets. Shaykh 
Dhunniin Misri & informed him of what had occurred and he im- 
mediately repented to Allah 4.! 


Without observing the full series of these events, which human 
could have comprehended what Allah 2 was doing? Let us there- 
fore view every incident and event on this earth, including the re- 
= is Al-Hakim and He 
is also Al-Hakim. Instead of wasting time discussing the details 


cent tsunami,” with this in mind that Allah ® 


of this tragic incident, let us contemplate over the Power of Allah 
4 and remember the inevitable, death and the reckoning. Let us 
repent sincerely, turn over a new leaf and make the most of our 
lives before anything harmful strikes us due to our wrong-doings. 


Let us pray for the ones affected by the recent disaster and as- 
sist them in whatever way we can to alleviate their pain and suf- 
fering. Rasilullah #8 has said, 


1 Hayatul-Haywan, part 2, p.185 
2 This article was written following the devastating Indian Ocean earthquake and 
tsunami on 26" December 2004. 
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Wisdom Behind Natural Disasters 


ake MN godt a abt Sy dali 2st abi See gla 
All the creation (the humans and the animals) are the ‘iyal (de- 
pendants under the care) of Allah, and the most beloved to 
Allah from all the creation is the one who does good to His 
‘iyal.? 


In another Hadith, Rasilullah “ said: 
epill Be Bly S91 ob gall BAN 5) 


Truly, sadaqah extinguishes the Anger of the Rabb and pre- 
vents an evil death.* 


3 Shu‘abul-Iman, kitab: #54) chapter: eset Bis de 2: tl Hadith: 7448 
4 Sunanut-Tirmidhi, kitab: 85%) chapter: 82) {23 |3 «l- / Hadith: 665 


Pa ee 


2. A New Year Begins 


Moments passing in the form of seconds, minutes, hours, days, 
weeks, months and years remind us that everything in this world 
will ultimately come to an end. The arrival of Muharram, the first 
month of the Islamic calendar, reminds us that yet another year of 
our lives has passed and we have moved a year nearer to the Here- 
after. Sayyiduna Abi Darda “& and Hasan Basri have both said: 


O son of Raich You are nothing but days. Whenever a day 
passes, a part of you passes.° 


This is the reality; our lives are decreasing with every moment 
that passes, and it is up to us to make the best use of these precious 
moments we have been blessed with. It is worth remembering the 
advice of Sayyiduna ‘Ali 2: 

OP) UH pels ty BE te ches Ge Gal eles 


, ae 


V5 Ke 5d) OG Sl otal SSG V5 cae otal Ye 5S 
“eB NG Slice 25 ole 

The world is departing, with its back towards us, and the Akh- 
irah is approaching from the front. Both have sons (i.e. those 
who are loyal to them and strive for them). So, be from the 
sons of the Akhirah, and do not be from the sons of the world, 
because today is the time for practice, not reckoning, and to- 
morrow will be the time for reckoning and not practice.° 

5 Shu‘abul-Iman, kitab: |) -25, 3! Hadith: 10663; Hilyatul-Awliya wa Tab- 
aqatul-Asfiya, part 2, p.148 

6  Sahihul-Bukhari, kitab: 46) chapter: 4,25 \-V! re 


wales 


A New Year Begins 


Many people wonder how they should celebrate the new year. For 
a Muslim, the method is simple: we need to take stock of the past 
twelve months and determine whether we spent them in becoming 
the sons of this world or the sons of the Hereafter. Did we exert 
the effort necessary to acquire the Pleasure of Allah 4 during that 
period? Did we use the time that has passed in the obedience of 
Allah 4%? Did we use the blessings bestowed upon us in accor- 
dance with the Wishes of our Creator? 


If the answers are positive, we should be grateful to our Creator 
by doing more good, and if the answers are negative, we should 
repent sincerely and turn over a new leaf. Sayyiduna ‘Umar 


Says: 


WBS NGG OF GS Kal 155 oles Ol JS BSG ole 

eS Y\ wal 
Take account of yourselves (in this world) before you are 
reckoned (in the Hereafter by the Creator). And weigh your 


deeds before they are weighed. And prepare for the Great 
Summoning.’ 


Sayyiduna Ibn ‘Abbas says: 
wae les Keys tally til Fay WHS be Spally OE Ces 
ays all sy guy WL 
How can we rejoice when death is behind us, the grave is 


before us, Qiyamah is our appointed time (awaits us), we will 
have to cross over Jahannam and stand in the Court of Allah, 


Our Rabb.’ 


Life is a blessing and should be used in doing good. Once when 
asked, ‘Who is the best type of person?’ Rastlullah “ said: 


7 Tafsirul-Qur’anil-‘Azim, part 1, p.134 
8  Ihya ‘Ultmid-Din, part 4, p.184 
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He whose life is long and whose deeds are good.” 


So when a new year begins, we must ponder over the previous 
year. We must learn from our mistakes of the past and ensure we 


do not commit them again in the future. We must turn to Allah 4, 
ask for forgiveness and repent sincerely. We must make a firm 
resolution that from now on we will live a life that will bring the 


Pleasure of Allah “. 


yall is bg LO ff SI 
The clever one is he who subjugates his nafs and works for 
what is to come after death...'° 


9 Sunanut-Tirmidhi, kitab: +3 chapter: cp pl yb U3 ee 4 Hadith: 2484 
10 Sunanut-Tirmidhi, kitab: 2 <i Joy oe gogly SUG) HLA! 42> Hadith: 2628 
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3. Lessons Learnt from 
a Friend's Departure 


A very dear friend and a highly respected ‘Alim, Mawlana Muham- 
mad Ilyas Qasmi Banglori “, departed from this world for his ev- 
erlasting abode on 23" February 2005 at the age of 41. May Allah 
& forgive his shortcomings, elevate his status in Jannatul-Firdaws 
and grant him the company of the Ambiya *!, siddiqin, shuhada 
and the salihin. Amin. 


On Saturday 12" February 2005, Mawlana, as was his practice, 
attended the IDA’s Annual Youth Conference in Leicester. After 
spending the night in Leicester, he spent a good part of Sunday 
with me, during which he discussed many of his intentions and 
plans regarding the service of Din, displaying particular concern 
for the youth. At ‘Isha time he departed for London with his love- 
ly children and was accompanied by Mawlana Muhammad Ali, 
Mawlana Sajid and Mawlana Shuayb (graduates of the IDA). He 
reached home at around midnight. The following day (Monday) 
he performed salah with congregation in his local masjid, where 
he had been the Imam and khatib for the past 21 years. 


It was not until after ‘Isha salah that I received a phone call 
from a friend, brother Ibrahim Lunat, informing me of Mawlana 
being hospitalised due to a stroke. I left for London immediately 
with Mufti Ibrahim and Mufti Sulayman (lecturers at the IDA) and 
Mawlana Shuayb and we made our way to the Whipps Cross Hos- 
pital where he was being treated. When I arrived at his bedside, I 
found Mawlana in poor health, but very patient and courageous as 
always. He shared a few final words with me before falling asleep. 
I could not make out what he was saying due to the severity of the 
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stroke, but I could clearly hear the word “madrasah’ over and over 
again. Hence, his last conversation was regarding Dini education. 


The following events unfolded very quickly: on Tuesday morn- 
ing he went into a coma, having fallen victim to a second stroke. 
He was taken for an operation to remove a blood clot and accord- 
ing to the doctors the operation went well. Nevertheless, Mawlana 
was unable to recover from this state. Finally, the soul of Mawlana 
Ilyas “ departed for the everlasting bliss, insha’ allah. He was laid 
to rest with approximately 1,000 attendees at his janazah salah, 
amongst whom were a large number of ‘Ulama. May Allah 3 
enshroud his grave with His Mercy and grant him a lofty status in 


the Hereafter. Amin. 


We all believe that death is inevitable, that it can strike without 
notice and that we all have to return to Allah 4. However, the 
sudden departure of a very close friend at the age of 41 has most 
definitely forced me to reflect over certain lessons that should al- 


ways remain in our hearts and minds: 


1. Death is around the corner. It strikes at its appointed time with- 
out discriminating between old and young; thus, we should re- 


main prepared at all times. 


2 


se Sele rat Jatin 
Indeed, when the specified time of Allah (the time of death) 
comes, it is not delayed... (71:4) 


2. We should be very careful about how and where we spend our 
time. What if death strikes whilst we are sinning and disobey- 
ing Allah 48? How will we face Allah $8? 

gle Sue Me we IS bat 
Every servant (of Allah 48) will be resurrected in the state 
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Lessons Learnt from a Friend’s Departure 
in which he died." 


3. We should live our lives in such a manner that our state of 
affairs with Allah # is clear. Everything due upon us should 
be discharged without delay, e.g. qada salah, qada sawm, out- 
standing zakah etc. 


4. We should treat everyone with love and affection in our daily 
lives, and our matters and dealings with all should be clear at 
all times. This will save us from regret in this world and in the 
life of the Hereafter. 


5. Our wasiyyah should at all times be in place. Along with details 
of how our estate is to be administered, it should contain those 
wishes and desires that we would like executed during our ill- 
ness and after our departure, always remaining within the limits 
of Din. 


6. Mawlana Ilyas was from among the fortunate ones; he spent 
his final moments in a good environment, doing good, and left 
this world with his final conversation being a religious one. All 
those who knew him will agree that he lived a good life, a life 


of piety and service to Din and the creation of Allah 4. Hence, 
Allah 4% granted him a good departure too. Mulla ‘Ali Qari 
has quoted a famous Arabic saying: 


The way you live is the way you will die, and the way you 
die is the way you will be resurrected." 


Let us all turn to Allah 48 and resolve to live a life that will please 
Him. Readers are humbly requested to pray for the respected 
Mawlana, his wife, children and family. 


11 Sahih Muslim, kitab: Wai; Wow tie; Z| chapter: oyall ue Shs ay Sb oe 
Hadith: 2984 
12. Mirqatul-Mafatih, part 1, p.219 


4. Was Islam Spread by 
the Sword? 


Of the many misconceptions spread about Islam, a popular one is 
that Islam was spread by the sword. This no doubt plays a major 
role in misleading those who are unaware of the true teachings of 
the great religion of Islam. 


However, those making this allegation cannot cite a single in- 
cident from authentic sources as proof. Even after a brief study of 
Islamic history, the baselessness of their claim immediately comes 
to the fore. Who converted Sayyiduna Bilal “ at the point of a 
sword? Who forced Sayyiduna ‘Ammar , Sayyiduna Suhayb , 
Sayyidah Sumayyah & and Sayyiduna Zayd “ to become Mus- 
lims? 


Let us take a look at two incidents from the life of our Beloved 
Rasil “ when the enemy were at his mercy, yet not a single soul 
was forced to accept Islam. 


When the fort of Khaybar was liberated in 7 AH,'? Nabi * 
decided to expel its inhabitants from there, for they had long 
conspired against the Muslims. Not only had they instigated the 
non-believers of Makkah Mukarramah to launch an attack on 
the Muslims, they had also supported the hypocrites of Madinah 
Munawwarah against Nabi “ and the Muslims." 


The people of Khaybar proposed to Nabi % that he allow them 
to stay and cultivate the land, sharing its profits. Nabi “ over- 
looked their past mischievousness and agreed to this request by 


13. Zadul-Ma‘ad, part 3, p.275 
14 Ibid., pp.300-01 
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not only allowing them to stay, but also securing for them a means 
of survival.'> It was agreed that the people of Khaybar would be 
allowed to keep half of the harvest, whilst the other half would be 
given to the Muslims. The level of equality was such that Nabi = 
would send Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah ibn Rawahah to divide the 
produce into two equal parts and give priority to the people of 
Khaybar, allowing them to choose the part that they preferred. The 
people of Khaybar used to say that the earth and the skies are in 
place due to such justice.'® 


Let us go a stage further and take a brief look at the behaviour 
of Nabi = on the occasion of the Liberation of Makkah Mukarra- 
mah. 


In Ramadan 8 AH, after much hardship and struggle, Nabi 
was blessed by Allah %& with the honour of entering Makkah Mu- 
karramah as the liberator of the blessed sanctuary from polythe- 
ism.'’ He entered in such a manner that, to this day, the world can 
only look back and admire and revere him as undoubtedly a mercy 
for all. He entered with such humbleness that he was sharing his 
camel with Sayyiduna Usamah ibn Zayd ,'* the son of his freed 
slave. Head lowered out of humility to Allah 4 the Almighty, his 
blessed beard was touching the saddle.'? The proclamation, ‘today 
is the day of mercy’, echoed in the valley of Makkah Mukarra- 
inal,” 


After performing salah in the Baytullah, Nabi “ came out and 
found the Quraysh standing before him. Memories of past tortures 
at the hands of the Quraysh would have crossed his mind, but he 
was far above any thoughts of revenge. He addressed the Quraysh 
15. As-Siratun-Nabawiyyah (Dr. ‘Ali Muhammad As-Sallabi), part 2, p.327 
16  Sunan Abi Dawid, kitab: ¢ >| chapter: #6! 3 Hadith: 3365 
17 Zadul-Ma‘ad, part 3, p.344 
18  Sahihul-Bukhari, kitab: yj! chapter: Ka del yp cl J+> Hadith: 4271 


19  As-Siratun-Nabawiyyah (‘Allamah Abul-Hasan ‘Ali An-Nadwi ), p.452 
20 Fathul-Bari, part 12, p.505 
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with the words, ‘I will say the same thing that Sayyiduna Yusuf 
%! said to his brothers: “There will be no reproach on you today 
(i.e. no revenge will be taken. I have forgiven you). Go, you are 


all free.” ?! 


The Muslims did not force Islam on anyone because there was 
no need to. Islam is the Religion of Allah 48, the religion of all 
the Prophets #, the religion of truth; it is a complete way of life. 
Whoever looks at it fairly without being biased, with the intention 
of only looking for the truth, will quickly accept Allah % as his 
Creator and Muhammad as His Final Messenger “. 


Dozens of incidents recorded in authentic sources bear testimo- 
ny to the fact that people embraced Islam wholeheartedly without 
any force or fear. Their acceptance was solely on the basis that 
Islam is the best system for human needs, guaranteeing peace and 
progress to all. Let us cite just two examples: 


1. Nabi 3 sent some cavalrymen towards Najd and they captured 
a man from the tribe of Banu Hanifah, Sayyiduna Thumamah 
ibn Uthal . They fastened him to one of the pillars of the 
masjid. Nabi “= went to him and said, ‘What do you have, O 
Thumamah?’ 


He replied, ‘I have goodness, O Muhammad. If you should kill 
me, you would kill a person who deserves to be killed and if 
you should favour me (by setting me free), you would do a fa- 
vour to one who will be grateful, and if you want wealth, then 
ask for whatever you want.’ 


He was left until the next day when Nabi “ said to him, ‘What 
do you have, O Thumamah?’ 


He said, ‘What I told you earlier; if you favour me, you would 
do a favour to one who will be grateful.’ 


21 Zadul-Ma‘ad, part 3, pp.354-55 
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Nabi % left him until the following day when he said, ‘What do 
you have, O Thumamah?’ 


He said, ‘I have got what I told you.’ 
Upon this, Nabi “ said, ‘Release Thumamah.’ 


Sayyiduna Thumamah : went to a date palm orchard near the 
masjid, took a bath and then entered the masjid and said, ‘I 
testify that there is none worthy of worship except Allah and I 
testify that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah. O Muham- 
mad, by Allah! There was no face on the surface of the earth 
more disliked by me than yours, but now your face has become 
the most beloved face to me. By Allah! There was no religion 
more disliked by me than yours, but now it is the most beloved 
religion to me. By Allah! There was no city more disliked by 
me than your city, but now it is the most beloved city to me.’” 


2. Sayyiduna Jabir ibn ‘Abdillah narrates that he travelled in 
an expedition towards Najd along with Rasilullah #. When 
Rasilullah “ returned, he too returned along with him. It was 
the time for afternoon rest whilst they were passing through a 
valley full of thorny trees. Rasilullah “ dismounted and the 
people dispersed amongst the thorny trees, seeking the shade of 
the trees. Rasiilullah #3 also took shade under a tree and hung 
his sword on it. Sayyiduna Jabir says: We slept for a while 
when Rasilullah “= suddenly called us and we went to him, 
only to find a bedouin sitting near him. Rasilullah “ said, ‘This 
(bedouin) took my sword out of its sheath while I was asleep. 
When I woke up, the naked sword was in his hand and he said 
to me, “Who will save you from me?” I replied, “Allah.” Now 
here he is, sitting.’ Rasiilullah “ did not punish him.” 


Nabi “ let him go free. He (the bedouin) then went back to his 


22  Sahthul-Bukhari, kitab: sj chapter: 44> + 6, Hadith: 4355 
23 Sahthul-Bukhari, kitab: sj! chapter: ¢ 8) o's 4,¢ Hadith: 4122 
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people and told them, “I have come back to you from the best 
of mankind.’™ 


Imam Wagidi = says, ‘He accepted Islam and also became a 
means of many others embracing Islam.’” 


If such incidents are not enough to banish the common miscon- 
ception that Islam was spread by the sword, let us take another 
approach: in this age of freedom and independence, despite all 
the negative propaganda, is Islam not the fastest growing religion 
in the world? Should one not question why this is? Which sword 
resulted in the many modern day converts to Islam? The beautiful 
character of Nabi and the appealing teachings of the Religion 


of Allah $8 are the ‘swords’ that compel people to accept Islam. 


24 Musnad Ahmad, chapter: «+ ab eo) Dae op ale + Hadith: 14929 
25 Irshadus-Sari, part 6, p.335 
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5. The Exam of Life 


Recently, the students of the Islamic Da‘wah Academy underwent 
their mid-year examinations.”° Following the exams, a prize giv- 
ing ceremony was held. As I sat and observed the students, I could 
see happiness and joy on the faces of those being rewarded for 
their achievements, along with regret and sorrow on the faces of 
those who had shown negligence and slackness in their studies 
and in their revision and preparation for the exams. 


I began thinking that everything in this world holds lessons for 
us. Madrasah, school, college and university exams come and go, 
but by spending a little time reflecting upon them, we are able to 
derive some important lessons. 


The exam process has three stages: 


1. Revision and preparation. 
2. The examination itself. 
3. The results and awards. 


Let us take a look at each stage and see what lessons we can 
derive. 


Revision and Preparation 


Before sitting an exam, a student needs to prepare and revise thor- 
oughly. In any class there will be two categories of students: those 
who had worked hard and exerted themselves; and those who had 
been overpowered by the nafs and remained neglectful of their 
studies. 


26 This article was written following mid-year examinations at the IDA in 2005. 
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Similar is the case of our lives in this world. Allah 3 sent us 
into this world to be tested. Thus, from childhood to the time we 
reach bultigh (puberty), we are supposed to learn and make prepa- 
rations for these tests. The better we prepare, the more equipped 


we will be to gain success in our exams. 


The Exam 


After the preparation stage comes the examination stage. A stu- 
dent will carefully and thoughtfully write his exam paper using 
the knowledge he has acquired through his revision and prepa- 
ration. The better he revised, the easier it will be to answer the 
questions successfully. 


Likewise, the exam paper for every person in this world starts 
from the time he becomes baligh (reaches puberty). At every step 
there is a question to answer: ‘Should I do this or not?’ The deci- 
sion a person takes is his answer to the question, and it is noted, 
whether right or wrong. 


Often, a student makes an error despite knowing the correct 
answer, and upon noticing it immediately uses correction fluid to 
correct the error. 


Similarly, knowing that everyone is vulnerable to error, in the 
shape of sins and wrongdoings, Allah 4% has also created a ‘cor- 
rection fluid’ for His servants; tawbah and istighfar. A person is 
therefore able to erase any sinful portion of his life and make 
amends before submitting his answers to his Creator. 


The Results and Awards 

Once the exam paper has been completed or the time for the exam 
has finished, the papers are collected for marking. Students who 
had answered all the questions will feel content, whilst those who 
had not will feel regret. There will be those who eagerly await the 
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results, and those who feel regret and wish to go back and rewrite 
their paper. 


In the same way, once death arrives to indicate that time is 
up in the examination of life, everyone will look back at their 
lives and what they see will dictate how they feel. Those who 
exerted every effort and utilised each and every second in trying 
to acquire the highest grades possible, will look forward to meet- 
ing their Rabb and being presented with their results. Those who 
failed to do this and wasted the precious moments of their lives in 
futile and unlawful activities, will feel regret and wish to re-write 
the ‘paper’ of their life. 
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Until, when death comes to one of them, he will say, ‘My 
Rabb! Send me back, so that I may do good in that (world) 
which I have left behind!’ (23:99-100) 


Next, the exam papers are marked and a prize giving ceremony 
is arranged, in which the students are rewarded for their achieve- 
ments and their names are announced in front of the gathering. 
The successful students stand up with joy and happiness to receive 
their prizes. 


Similarly, one’s Book of Deeds on the Day of Qiyamah will 
be the exam paper that was written, and Allah $8 will mark it. The 
prize giving ceremony will have the largest possible audience, 
with every creation present from Sayyiduna Adam until the last 
human to walk on the face of the earth. Allah 48 will reward every 
individual for his toil and effort and the angel Sayyiduna Jibra’il 
%# will announce the names of the successful ones. 


Those who are successful will be proud of their results and 
achievements and boast about them, as Allah 4 states: 
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As for him who is given his Book of Deeds in his right hand, 
he will say, “Here! Read my Book!’ (69:19) 
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Many faces on that Day will be bright. Laughing, rejoicing. 
(80:38-39) 
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As for those whose faces will turn bright, they will rest in 
the Mercy of Allah (Paradise). They will live there forever. 
(3:107) 
As for those who failed to prepare, there will be nothing but dis- 
grace and everlasting failure. 
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As for him who will be given his Book of Deeds in his left 
hand, he will say: “I wish that I had not been given my Book!’ 
(69:25) 
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And many faces, on that Day, will be stained with dust, cov- 
ered by darkness. (80:40-41) 
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...As for those whose faces turn dark, (to them it will be said): 
‘Did you disbelieve after accepting Faith? Now taste the tor- 
ment (in Hell) due to your disbelief.’ (3:106) 


So dear readers, every moment in this world represents a ques- 
tion from our exam paper of life and our actions are the answers. 
The battle between the good and bad within ourselves will remain, 
with Shaytan and the nafs encouraging us to sin, and an angel 
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and thoughts from Allah 4 encouraging us not to. The choices 
we make will determine the outcome of our paper, which will be 
marked on the Day of Qiyamah. Those who pass will gain eternal 
entry into Jannah; whilst those who fail will face the everlasting 
torments and tortures of Jahannam. May Allah % grant us the abil- 
ity to answer every question in life correctly and gain the everlast- 
ing pleasures of the Hereafter. Amin. 
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Pure is Allah (from all imperfections). 
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6. Five Steps to 
Safeguarding Time 


Time is a priceless bounty of Allah & that many of us do not real- 
ise and value. If we ask ourselves ‘what is time?’ the answer will 
be: seconds, minutes, hours, days and years. If seconds, minutes, 
hours, days and years are ‘time’, then it would be correct to con- 
clude that whoever wastes time is in reality wasting away precious 
moments of his life. 


Many of us waste this invaluable commodity without any con- 
sideration, causing ourselves irreparable harm and loss. Rastlullah 
= said, 


Elly Eells WU of aS gts Opies oli 
Two favours (of Allah $&) are such that many people are in 
loss regarding them: (they are) health and free time.?’ 


Weekends and holidays are the most common examples of when 
we have free time at hand but do not utilise it in fruitful activities. 
We engage in activities that are useless or, worse still, bring the 
Displeasure of Allah 4 due to being unlawful. With the summer 
holidays approaching,”* let us reflect on our losses and make a firm 
resolution not to waste a single moment in the future. 


By adopting the following guidelines, we will be guaranteed 


safety from wasting this invaluable Bounty of Allah . 


1. Prepare a Timetable 


This is a very effective method of safeguarding time. We should 


27 Sahihul-Bukhari, kitab: 48>) chapter: « a ne VI ne Hadith: 6420 
28 This article was written prior to the summer holidays of 2005. 
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prepare a daily timetable and follow it meticulously. Whatever 
time has been allocated for a particular task, we must ensure 
that the task is executed within that time and not delayed. We 
should also be careful not to carry out any other activity within 
that set time, without first completing the task that was allocat- 
ed for it. 


In short, we should carry out every task at its appointed time. 


. Refrain from Useless Activities 


We should never engage ourselves in activities that do not 
bring any benefit, either in this world or the Hereafter. When- 
ever deciding to do anything, we should pose the question ‘is it 
beneficial for me or not?’. If the answer is no, then we should 
stay distant from such an action. 


. Abstain from Unnecessary Gatherings 


As far as possible, we should avoid participating in gatherings 
which are of no benefit. The more we intermingle, the more 
time will be wasted. These days, our get-togethers do not only 
contribute to wasting time, but also consist of many sins. Back- 
biting, slandering etc. make up the main topics of discussion. 
So we should try our best to abstain from unnecessarily inter- 
acting with people. 


. Safeguard the Tongue 


Whenever the need arises to talk, we should do so keeping full 
control over our speech. We should try to keep conversation to 
a minimum, keeping the rule ‘assess then speak’ in mind. This 
will aid in avoiding futile talk. We should keep the tongue en- 
gaged in dhikr as much as possible. 


. Muhasabah 


We should set aside a time daily when we sit and contem- 
plate over the past twenty-four hours. Doing so will keep us 
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informed about where our time is being spent. For every good, 
express gratitude to Allah 4 and ask for the ability to carry out 
such actions in the future. As for any wrong, seek forgiveness 
from Allah 4 immediately and make a firm intention not to do 
so again. 


In conclusion, do not waste time. Avoid opportunities for futile 
talk. Spend every precious second of life in acquiring the Pleasure 
of Allah 4 and the eternal bliss of Paradise. Spend it in the re- 
membrance of Allah 48, recitation of the Glorious Qur’4n, study- 
ing books of Sirah and other beneficial topics. Spend time in serv- 
ing parents, the sick, the needy and the creation of Allah 3. 


May Allah & grant us all the ability to do good and safeguard 
our time. Amin. 
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7. Peace, Not Terror 


Two Reasons for Grief 


Yet again, a horrific tragedy has claimed many innocent lives.” 
Everybody feels for the victims and for their families and friends 
who have experienced so much pain and grief. The loss of life, the 
carnage and destruction, and a heightened sense of fear and appre- 
hension among the public are just some of the sad consequences of 
these horrific bombings and deserve the strongest condemnation. 


The hearts of Muslims are crying because of the consequences 
of these terrible acts, but we are also grieving for an additional 
reason: the lessons of mercy and tolerance taught by Nabi have 
again been contravened. As a result, Islam will, in all likelihood, 
be wrongly portrayed and misunderstood throughout the world. 
For those who wish to defame Islam, these actions strengthen their 
ability to spread misinformation about our peaceful and just reli- 
gion. 


Mercy: The Essence of Islam 


Love, kindness, care and mercy are basic teachings in Islam. There 
are dozens of statements of our Beloved Rasil “ to this effect. 


Rasilullah “ has said: 
or of 7 or oF id C. 
me YE Y Ce 
The one who is not merciful will not be shown mercy.*° 
29 This article was written in light of the tragic events that took place in London on 
7" July 2005. 


30  Sahihul-Bukhari, kitab: 2‘! chapter: piled -W! 4+, Hadith: 6018 
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From amongst His bondsmen, Allah 4% showers His Mercy 
upon those only who are merciful.*! 
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Have mercy on the dwellers of the earth, the One in the heav- 
ens will have mercy on you.** 


Muslims have been instructed to be merciful to the whole of man- 
kind, Muslims and non-Muslims. In fact, the teachings of Islam 


even stress kindness to animals. 


ale SM goth is abt Wy seh 25 cal Ste leh 
All the creation (the humans and the animals) are the ‘iyal (de- 
pendants under the care) of Allah, and the most beloved to 
Allah from all the creation is the one who does good to His 
‘iyal.* 
illo BYSSG ent) Sigs lb og all 18 

Fear Allah regarding these speechless animals; mount them 
when they are fit (i.e. they have fully rested).** 
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A man saw a dog eating moist earth due to severe thirst so he 
took his leather sock (and filled it with water). He then be- 
gan pouring water for the dog with his leather sock until he 


quenched its thirst. Allah appreciated his deed and granted him 
entry into Paradise.*° 


Islam is a religion of justice, peace, mercy and kindness and detests 
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oppression, terror, hatred and cruelty. Taking an innocent life, be 
it a Muslim or non-Muslim, in any part of the world, is an act of 
murder and is strongly forbidden in Islam. In order to explain its 
severity, Allah $8 has likened the killing of one person to that of 
killing the entire mankind, and saving the life of one person to that 
of saving the entire mankind.*° 


What Muslims Need to Do 


At this moment in time, the issue of the London bombings is domi- 
nating the headlines of the world’s media, and Islam has once again 
become a hot topic of discussion. Thus, it is an opportunity for us 
to talk to our Muslim and non-Muslim brothers and sisters about 
the peace, mercy and tolerance that is actually taught by Islam. We 
must acquire a sound knowledge of Islam and its teachings and fa- 
miliarise ourselves with the life of Nabi“, who was a mercy for all 
the worlds. We must engage in discussions and conversations with 
our colleagues of other faiths at work, college or school and explain 
to them the beautiful teachings of the Din of Allah 48. During these 
difficult circumstances and moments of trial, we must also exercise 
patience and live in peace and harmony with all, to ensure that the 
peaceful cohesion that has prevailed in our societies remains intact. 


Keeping the advices above in mind, let us fully turn to the Al- 


mighty Allah 38, for every state of affairs is in His Hands and it is 


only He who can help and assist us all. We must seek forgiveness 
for our sins and for following our unlawful desires, and begin to 
fulfil the obligations upon us. 


We pray to Him that the oppression and terror that has overtaken 
the world, resulting in innocent people dying every day, comes to an 
end and that peace prevails, not only in this country but throughout 
the world. We pray for all the necessary means required to bring this 
about, so that all of mankind may live in total peace and harmony. 


36 ~=©Stiratul-Ma’idah, verse 32 
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8. True Appreciation of 
Rajab 


With the advent of Rajab, the seventh month of the Islamic cal- 
endar, Muslims remember the great miracle of the Beloved Nabi 
of Allah 88, the Mi‘raj, which is commonly believed to have tak- 
en place in this month.*” During this miracle, Rastilullah “ trav- 
elled with his body and soul from Makkah Mukarramah to Bay- 
tul-Maqdis, and from there to the seven heavens and beyond and 
returned* all in a split second.” 


The first part of the journey, from Makkah Mukarramah to 
Al-Masjidul-Aqsa, is called the Isra and is mentioned in the Glo- 
rious Qur’an.*° The second part of the journey, from Al-Masjid- 
ul-Aqsa to the heavens and beyond, is known as the Mi‘raj.*' The 
great Mufassir ‘Allamah Ibn Kathir “ has enumerated twenty-five 
Sahabah who have narrated this second part of the journey from 
Rastlullah #2.” 

With regards to Mi‘raj and the month of Rajab, let us keep the 
following points in mind: 


e Auspicious nights such as Laylatul-Qadr, Laylatul-Bara’ ah and 
Laylatul-Jumu‘ah are full of virtue and blessing, but the differ- 
ence between them and the night of Mi‘raj is that this night was 
prominent in blessings only on the particular night when Nabi 
#5 made this blessed journey. The blessedness and prominence 

37. As-Siratun-Nabawiyyah (‘Allamah Abul-Hasan ‘Ali An-Nadwi “), p.217 

38 Fighus-Sunnah, p.116 

39 = At-Tahrir wat-Tanwir, part 15, p.15 
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does not return every year. Therefore, to make special arrange- 
ments of any sort or to engage in ‘ibadah during this night, 
assuming it to be blessed, is baseless. There is no record of 
Raswtlullah “ or the Sahabah celebrating the night of Mi‘raj. 


This great miracle is commonly believed to have taken place 
on the 27" night of the Islamic month of Rajab.** However, the 
‘Ulama hold differing opinions about the exact date. 


Hafiz Ibn Hajar Al-‘Asqalani “, the commentator of Sahihul- 
Bukhari, has quoted more than ten different opinions for the 
possible date of Mi‘raj.* If this night was meant to be observed 
and spent in ‘ibadah, there would have been no difference 
amongst the Sahabah “, for their ‘ibadah would have clearly 
defined the time of occurrence. 


The incident of Mi‘raj is truly an extraordinary event and a 
blessing not bestowed upon any other prophet, angel or other 
creation of Allah 48, neither before nor after. The correct way 
of truly celebrating and appreciating this great event is to re- 
member the very precious gift that Allah 4 sent for us on that 
night i.e. salah. The performance of the five daily salah is the 
Mi ‘raj for the believers, as through salah they receive the hon- 
S. Rastlullah = said: 


our of conversing with Allah # 
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A faithful believer, while in salah, converses privately with 
his Rabb...* 


Allah $8 says in a Al-Hadithul-Qudsi: 
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‘I have divided the salah (Stratul-Fatihah) into two halves 
between Me and My slave; half is for Me and half is for 
My slave, and My slave will receive whatever he asks for.’ 
Rasilullah “ said: Read (Stratul-Fatihah)! (Because when) 
the slave says: ‘All Praise is for Allah, the Rabb of all the 
worlds,’ Allah 3& says: ‘My slave has praised Me.’ He (the 
slave) says: ‘The Most-Beneficent, the Most-Merciful,’ Allah 
4s says: ‘My slave has lauded Me.’ The slave says: ‘Owner 
of the Day of Recompense,’ Allah 4 says: ‘My slave has 
glorified Me, and this coming verse is between Me and My 
slave.’ The slave says: ‘You (Alone) do we worship and from 
You (Alone) do we seek help,’ Allah says: ‘This is between 
Me and My slave, and My slave will receive whatever he 
asks for.’ The slave says: “Guide us to the Straight Path, the 
path of those whom You have favoured, not of those who 
have incurred Your Displeasure nor of those who have gone 
astray,’ Allah $8 says: ‘These are for My slave, and My slave 
will receive whatever he asks for.’*° 


By understanding the position of salah in Islam, one can conclude 
that only that person who values the gift of Mi‘raj can truly claim 
to have understood Mi‘raj. 


When the month of Rajab would arrive, Rastlullah *= used to 
make the following du‘a: 


46 Sunan Abi Dawid, kitab: \ chapter: tN) Su oe 3 lal SS Hadith: 813 


ees 


True Appreciation of Rajab 
Olina, Gals colds 55 28 Sb gu 


O Allah! Grant us barakah in the months of Rajab and Sha‘ban 
and make us reach the month of Ramadan.“ 


Therefore, it is desirable to recite this du‘a on the advent of Ra- 
jab. Upon the commencement of Rajab, everyone should focus 
their attention on making preparations for the blessed month of 
Ramadan. This preparation is a spiritual one and entails fulfilling 
one’s duties to Allah 4, especially in areas where one is lacking. 


Preparing for Ramadan from the month of Rajab is just like get- 
ting into a car and putting it in first gear. Begin to observe the 
compulsory and obligatory acts from now so that by the time Ra- 
madan sets in, you are in fifth gear practising many optional acts 
of worship as well. 


May Allah 38 give us the tawfiq to practise upon His entire Din 
according to the teachings of our Beloved Nabi “%, and may He 
enable us to start making preparations for the month of Ramadan 
from now. Amin. 


The (One) Fafa (from all defects) 


47 Al-Mu‘jamul-Awsat, Hadith: 3939 
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9, Guidelines for 
Ramadan 


Once again the month of Ramadan dawns upon us with all its bless- 
ings and mercies. From the moment the moon is sighted and the 
blessed month commences, we can be sure to find every second 
filled with mercies and barakat. From day one, Allah will begin 
to liberate His servants from the Fire of Hell and through His Mer- 
cy, make them deserving of the bounties of Paradise. Rastilullah 
has said: 

Si ks 0) eigh Cabs Sh igh CAS Sues; ate 1h) 

When Ramadan comes, the doors of Jannah are opened and 

the doors of Jahannam are closed and the shayatin are chained 

up.’ 
To understand the value and importance of this most blessed month, 
we only need to look at how our Beloved Nabi % used to anticipate 
its arrival. Upon the advent of Rajab, sixty days or so before Ra- 
madan, he would say: 


lias; thy dias 55 ca By Aah 
O Allah! Grant us barakah in the months of Rajab and Sha‘ban 
and make us reach the month of Ramadan.” 


This du‘a shows that Nabi “, despite being constantly anxious to 
meet his Creator, strongly desired to remain alive until Ramadan in 
order to reap its benefits. 


The month of Ramadan is a month of mercy, forgiveness and 


48 Sahih Muslim, kitab: ¢!\ chapter: ole) 43 «3 Hadith: 1091 
49 Al-Mu‘jamul-Awsat, Hadith: 3939 
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deliverance from the fire of Jahannam; during it the doors of Jannah 
are opened, the doors of Jahannam are closed and the shayatin are 
chained up. It is a month of goodness and goodness only. In this 
month, the acquisition of the Pleasure and Nearness of our Creator 
is made easy. 


Therefore, we should endeavour to spend it without wasting a 
single moment. As a guideline, the following points should be kept 
in mind: 


1. Abstinence from Sins 

Sins, whether major or minor, should be understood for what 
they are, i.e. disobedience to Allah 38. If the thought of a sin 
comes into our minds, we should think, ‘How can I disobey 
Allah 3 who has created me and blessed me with so many fa- 
vours?’ Ramadan itself is such a great gift from Allah % that to 
disobey Him in it would be the height of ingratitude and wretch- 
edness. 


2. Tawbah and Istighfar 

The month of Ramadan has been bestowed upon us by the Mer- 
ciful Creator to cleanse us from the filth of sins and to strength- 
en us in taqwa in the future. Hence, self-reckoning and seeking 
repentance should be done in abundance. We should ask Allah 
48 for forgiveness for our past sins with a regretful heart, resolve 
not to commit any sin in the future and ask Him for His Guid- 
ance and help to remain steadfast. The month of Ramadan is also 
to help us make a u-turn, to leave the path that leads to Jahannam 
and embark upon the path that will take us to Jannah by repent- 
ing sincerely. Allah 3% states in the Qur’an: 
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O you who believe, fasting has been prescribed for you as it 
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was prescribed for those that came before you, so that you can 
become muttaqin. (2:183) 


My late mentor and Shaykh, Haji Muhammad Fartiq used to 
recommend that during the month of Ramadan we should be- 
seech Allah # frequently in the following manner: 
‘O Allah! You created the month of Ramadan to make us mut- 
taqin servants, so by Your Grace and Favour turn us into Your 
muttagin servants.’ 
Do Not Waste Any Time 
Even outside Ramadan, every second of our lives is extreme- 
ly precious, as it has the potential of being used to acquire the 


Pleasure of Allah 4% and earn great reward. During this blessed 


month, these moments become even more precious, hence we 
should take even more care to use this gift correctly. 


Tilawah (recitation) of the Qur’an in Abundance 
The Qur’an has a special connection with Ramadan, as it was re- 
vealed in the month of Ramadan. Sayyiduna Jibra’il | would 
recite the whole Qur’an to Rasilullah #8 and vice versa during 
this month.*! The pious predecessors took great care in engaging 
themselves in the recitation of the Qur’an as much as possible 
during this month. 
Du‘a 
Engage in du‘a as frequently as possible, asking for all your 
needs of this world and the Hereafter, beseeching the Creator 
with conviction that He will grant what you are asking from 
Him. Do not be neglectful, especially during those moments 
wherein acceptance is guaranteed, e.g. tahajjud salah, prior to 
iftar (breaking fast).* 

Suratul-Baqarah, verse 185 ; 5 
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. Spending Time in the Masjid 

Perform all salah with jama‘ah (congregation). In addition to 
salah, we should try to spend as much time as possible in the 
masjid, the House of Allah 3%, where special mercies descend. 
We should remain engaged in ‘ibadah with the intention of nafl 
i‘tikaf for as long as we are there. We should also endeavour to 
spend the last ten days in i‘tikaf, for it was the regular practice of 
our Beloved Nabi #8 after he migrated to Madinah Munawwar- 
ah.™4 


. Refrain from all Sins 

Fasting should not only be confined to refraining from eating, 
drinking and cohabitation; we should abstain from everything 
forbidden by Allah 4, including lustful glances, ghibah (back- 
biting), consumption of haram, etc. 

. Make Resolutions 

Most importantly, reflect upon your life and make resolutions 
for the future regarding your religious progress. Having repented 
from all past sins and adopted good deeds through the blessings 
of Ramadan, we should also firmly resolve to continue improv- 
ing our relationship with our Creator in the future. 


These guidelines, if adhered to, will insha’ allah grant us the oppor- 


tunity to reap the fruits of Ramadan. 


As we pass through the final days of Sha‘ban, let us not be ne- 


glectful. Let us start preparing now and not delay any further. Let 


us immediately turn to Allah 3%, repent, seek His Forgiveness, and 


busy ourselves in rectifying our lives and freeing ourselves from all 


types of sins. Let us make a firm resolution that we will value this 


coming Ramadan and leave no stone unturned in striving to achieve 


the Pleasure of Allah 


= and become one of His muttaqi servants. 


54  Sahihul-Bukhari, kitab: 6's)! chapter: Yis 2-0!) J A&M; aly bell 2 AKey) 
Hadith: 2036 
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10. Adab of the 
Haramayn 


The opportunity to visit the sacred cities of Makkah Mukarramah 
and Madinah Munawwarah is indeed a great blessing and favour, 


which Allah bestows upon His chosen servants. The journey 


is one in which the servant, despite all his shortcomings, has the 
honour of being the guest of his Master and Creator, Allah 48. Al- 
most every traveller to these blessed lands entertains the wish of 
being able to reside in them forever. 


However, it is worth pondering over the verdict of Imam Abu 
Hanifah regarding a Muslim settling in the blessed places. He 
was of the opinion that it is makruh for the common people to 
reside in the blessed places, due to the fact that it would lead them 
towards eventually losing the importance and sacredness with 
which these places should be regarded. Sooner or later it would 
result in them behaving in a negligent and disrespectful manner.» 


This is evident in the behaviour of the majority of the visi- 
tors who, after initially appreciating the new environment, soon 
change their attitude. Sad but true. This is the case for many of 
us when we visit the blessed lands. Activities which are contrary 
to the Din take place, and the respect that should be observed by 
every Muslim soon disappears, whether he be a visitor or a local 
resident. 


The following are just some examples of actions many of us 
carelessly engage in, and by doing so, violate the rights of the two 
Harams. They should be avoided at all costs, whether one is visit- 


55 Raddul-Muhtar ‘alad-Durril-Mukhtar, part 2, p.524 
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ing with the purpose of performing ‘umrah or hajj, or residing in 
these blessed places: 


¢ Talking in the Haram 


Despite all the emphasis placed on remaining silent whilst in 
a masjid and being fully aware of the many virtues of engag- 
ing in ‘ibadah, we engage in long conversations on themes re- 
lated to worldly matters. This should be completely avoided. 
Rasilullah 2 said, 


MES hoe teteles oa ebas OSS Ou ON De esl 
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There will come a time upon people when they will talk about 


worldly affairs in the masjid. On such occasions, do not sit 
with them. Allah does not need such people.*° 


¢ Using Mobiles in the Haram 


The ringing of mobile phones within the masajid, to the ex- 
tent that they even ring during salah, has become obnoxiously 
common. It is commonly observed that people use their mobile 
phones whilst reading the Qur’an, doing tawaf and often those 
engaged in salah are disturbed by people using their phones. 
We must remember to switch off our phones in these sacred 
places, or even better, abstain from entering with them in the 
first place. It is strange how we switch off mobile phones in our 
local masajid but use them freely in the Haramayn! 
¢ Socialising 

The practice of going out of one’s way to meet fellow visitors 
just for the sake of socialising should be avoided, as it amounts 
to a waste of valuable time. Use every second of your time in 


doing good. You have your whole life in which to socialise 
with them when you return. 


56  Shu‘abul-Iman, kitab: >) chapter: +-L!\ J) toll bs Hadith: 2962 
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Just for the sake of tasting different types of foods, we sacri- 
fice precious time in which we could be gaining rewards. Some 
people go as far as missing salah in the Haram Sharif due to 
eating out. 

Committing Sins 

Disobedience to Allah 4% should be avoided at all costs. Cast- 
ing lustful glances and backbiting are the most common forms 
of sinning. We must exert extraordinary efforts to refrain from 
all sins and make a firm resolution to remain steadfast on this 
upon our return. 

Spending Time Shopping 

Rather than remaining in the sacred Masajid to perform “ibadah, 
we tend to spend a huge amount of time shopping. In reality, 
the majority of the items that are sold there are also available 
back home. Rather than starting to shop as soon as we arrive, 
we should confine the purchasing of our gifts and non-essential 
items to the last two or three days of our stay in each city and 
fix certain hours for shopping, so that even these last days are 
not totally wasted. This will help to ensure that we spend as 
much time as possible in ‘ibadah. 


Watching Television 


The fact that a television set is found in nearly every hotel 
room does not mean that we should watch it. Moreover, some 
people engage in watching movies etc. Such actions should be 
shunned for they bring the Displeasure of Allah #. 


Looking at the Faults of Others 


We have a tendency to look at the mistakes and faults of others. 
We forget that every person around us is either a visitor or res- 
ident of the cities of Allah and His Rasil 3. Is it appropriate 
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to disgrace either the guest of Allah & and His Rasil #% or an 
inhabitant of their cities? 


¢ ‘Ibadah Void of Spirituality 
Whether it be tawaf, greeting Nabi *% or other acts of worship, 
our devotions have all become mere rituals, to the extent that 
we perform ‘umrah every year during our holidays simply be- 
cause it has become a trend. We need to perform ‘ibadah with 
a sense of the sacredness of the place and the greatness of the 
Creator, with the sole intention of pleasing Him only. 


‘Virtues of Hajj’ by Shaykhul-Hadith, Hadrat Shaykh Mawlana 
Muhammad Zakariyya sahib =, is a recommended read. It will 
help us to rectify our behaviour and reacquaint ourselves with the 
sacredness of the places we are visiting and the significance of the 
actions we are carrying out. 
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11. The Spirit of 
Udhiyah (Animal 
Sacrifice) 


During the months following Ramadan, Muslims around the 
world remember the life of the great Prophet and Friend of Allah 
48, Sayyiduna Ibrahim *. A life full of sacrifice and submission to 
the Will of Allah 3. 

At a very young age, when in need of the support of his father, 
Sayyiduna Ibrahim %! had to leave him. Then in his old age, when 
in need of the support of his young son, he was commanded by 


Allah & to sacrifice him. Without hesitation, he was ready to sub- 
mit to the Will of his Creator. Allah 38 says: 
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Thereafter, when he (his son) reached an age in which he 
was able to work with him, he said: ‘O my dear son, I have 
seen in a dream that I am slaughtering you, so consider what 
is your view?’ He said: ‘O my dear father! Do what you are 
commanded. Allah willing, you will find me among the pa- 
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tient ones.’ 

So when they both submitted (to the Will of Allah 3%), and he 
laid him down on his forehead, and We called out to him: ‘O 
Ibrahim! You have indeed fulfilled the dream.’ Surely, this 
is how we reward those who do good. This was definitely a 
decisive test. (37:102-106) 


Allah 4 granted this action of Sayyiduna Ibrahim #4 so much ac- 
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The Spirit of Udhiyah (Qurbani) 
ceptance that He made the udhiyah a symbol of this great act. 
When asked by the Sahabah “ what udhiyah is, Rasilullah 
replied: 
ral] SSI ee 
It is the sunnah of your father Ibrahim.*’ 


The act of udhiyah carries enormous rewards and the Pleasure of 
our Rabb. Nabi “ said: 


zai | ipa SIAN ye abl J) esi Poe ee by toSl ee a 
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The son of Adam does no deed on the day of udhiyah dearer 
to Allah than the sacrificing of animals. It (the sacrificed ani- 
mal) will come on the Day of Qiyamah with its horns, its hair 
and its hooves (to be weighed). The sacrifice is accepted by 
Allah before the blood reaches the ground. Therefore, sacri- 
fice with a happy heart.°* 

Once, the Sahabah asked Rasilullah “ regarding the benefits of 

udhiyah. He answered: ‘A reward for every hair.’ 


They asked: ‘And wool, O Rastlullah?’ 

He said: ‘A reward for every fibre of the wool.’® 

Therefore, everyone who is able to offer udhiyah should do so 
and acquire the rewards promised in the Ahadith. 
Who is Required to do Udhiyah? 


Udhiyah is wajib upon every Muslim of sound mind, who is ma- 
ture and muqim, i.e. a person not regarded as a traveller by the 
Din, and who during any of the days of udhiyah (10th, 11th and 
57. Musnad Ahmad, chapter: 5;S\ + Hadith: 19283 
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12th Dhul-Hijjah) possesses wealth in any form, be it gold, silver, 


cash, merchandise etc., which is surplus to his basic needs and 


equal to the amount that makes zakah obligatory 1.e. nisab (being 


612.36 grams of silver or its equivalent in cash).® One should note 


that it is not necessary for this amount of wealth to be in one’s 


possession for an entire lunar year.*' The obligation of udhiyah is 


established simply if wealth equivalent to the threshold for zakah 


is possessed during these specified days.” 


Some Misconceptions Regarding Udhiyah 


Here, I would like to clarify some common misconceptions re- 


garding this ‘ibadah. 


1, 


60 
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One common misconception regarding udhiyah is that it is 
merely a virtuous deed; it brings reward to the one who per- 
forms it and there is no blame or sin if it is not done. This is a 
serious misunderstanding. Udhiyah is likely to be wajib upon 
most people in the UK. 


. The second misunderstanding is assuming that the obligation 


of udhiyah is shared between the entire household. This results 
in those members of the household upon whom udhiyah is in- 
cumbent performing just one between them, feeling that the 
obligation has been fulfilled. This is not so. If a man possesses 
the nisab of zakah, one udhiyah is wajib upon him. If his wife 
also possesses the nisab, she will have to perform a separate 
udhiyah. Similarly, if any of the children meet the requirements 
of wajib udhiyah, it will be compulsory on each one of them as 
well. 


. Another common misconception is that udhiyah is carried out 


to allow people to eat meat that is considered blessed. With this 
Badai‘us-Sana’i‘, part 6, pp.281-85 


Ibid., p.288 
Ibid., p.285 
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in mind, they are satisfied with eating udhiyah meat that has 
reached them from others and do not feel it necessary to per- 
form their own udhiyah. There is no doubt that udhiyah meat 
is blessed, as udhiyah is the re-enactment of the sacrifice made 
by Sayyiduna Ibrahim #, the friend of Allah 4, but more im- 
portantly it is an obligation that must be fulfilled. Such people 
should worry about discharging the obligation of udhiyah and 
not merely be content with partaking of its blessed meat. 


4. In many households, the father performs udhiyah on behalf 
of all his family members without their knowledge or without 
their explicit or indicative consent for him to do so. We should 
understand that without such knowledge and consent, any udhi- 
yah performed on behalf of someone else will only amount to 
a nafl udhiyah.® Therefore, in the case of a father arranging 
the udhiyah for his dependants, the dependants should make 
him their wakil (agent) in order for these sacrifices to fulfil the 
obligation of udhiyah upon them. 


It is clear from the above that we must familiarise ourselves with 
the masa’il and injunctions of udhiyah. These masa’il can be learnt 
from various books as well as through consulting the “Ulama and 
Muftis. 


The Spirit of Sacrifice in Udhiyah 

Just as the name itself suggests, udhiyah should be carried out tak- 
ing its literal meaning into consideration. Generally, we arrange 
for our qurbani to be carried out at a cheap price in a poor country. 
No doubt this fulfils the obligation, but it is not the type of qurbani 
that Allah 8 would like to see. We will not experience the spirit 
of udhiyah until we carry out the obligation by sacrificing a sheep 
in our own country, which is often equivalent to, or even more 
than, sacrificing a cow elsewhere. Allah # has provided for us in 
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abundance so we should express our shukr (gratitude) to Allah % 
and not be miserly. 


So by all means, we should offer an udhiyah in needy coun- 
tries, but we should also offer one in our own locality. By doing 
so, we too can better experience the spirit of udhiyah. 


The Custom of Our Pious Predecessors 


During the three days of udhiyah, Shaykhul-Hadith Hadrat Shaykh 
Mawlana Muhammad Zakariyya = used to consume only the 
udhiyah meat and would not consume any other food items with 
it. The Shaykh would say that during these days we are the guests 
of Allah # and that the meat of udhiyah is His Hospitality. We 
can gather from this how much importance our pious predecessors 
gave to qurbani. 


In addition to performing the wajib udhiyah, a person should en- 
deavour to perform as many nafl udhiyahs as possible. We should 
offer udhiyah on behalf of Rastilullah “, our parents, our teachers, 
our Mashayikh, our well-wishers and benefactors, and also one 
on behalf of the whole Ummah. We may also perform udhiyah 
on behalf of the various Sahabah *, alternating between them on 
different occasions. The same applies for the awliya (friends of 
Allah #8), the Muhaddithin and the a’immah, all of whom we are 
indebted to. 


My honourable father, Hafiz Ibrahim Dhorat =, used to keep 
an annual record of nafl udhiyahs performed on behalf of all these 
great personalities. He also used to perform nafl udhiyah every 
year on behalf of his parents and his Shaykh. 


In this manner, our intended reward will reach the pious in the 
Hereafter and, insha’ allah, will be a reason for them to search for 
us on the Day of Judgement. We should also make this practice 
a habit whenever we have the opportunity to spend in the Path of 
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The Spirit of Udhiyah (Qurbant) 


Allah 3. These acts will prove spiritually beneficial for our lives 


in this world and the Hereafter. 


May Allah 4 give us the ability to offer udhiyah in its true 
spirit, not feeling it a burden, but with zeal and eagerness. Amin. 


eC 


ea) 
Qo 


Je 


10 SES 30 


All Praise is for Allah. 
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12. Misinterpretation, 
Misunderstanding & 
Misrepresentation 


Throughout history, Allah 4 sent Ambiya # for the guidance of 
mankind. They invited people towards goodness and virtue and 
instructed them to renounce sins. Some fortunate souls accepted 
their invitation and entered the circle of believers. Others rejected 
their call and remained non-believers. Among the non-believers 
were two groups: those who recognised the truth but rejected it 
and misinterpreted it, and those who did not get the opportunity to 
recognise and understand the reality of the true message because 
they were under the influence of those who had already rejected 
the message. The vast majority of non-believers fell into the sec- 
ond category. This pattern has repeated itself throughout history. 


History also shows us that the first group, determined on re- 
jecting the truth despite their knowledge, has always attempted 
to misguide the second group through misinterpretation and dis- 
tortion. Sadly, this is what happened during the lifetime of our 
Beloved Nabi #8. A tiny minority, Abt Jahl and the like, who thor- 
oughly understood the reality of Islam, denied it and portrayed 
Islam to the masses as something alien and evil. In spite of this mi- 
nority’s acknowledgement of the truth of the message brought by 
Rasilullah #, personal interests led them to reject it and oppose 
Nabi “8. They made it their goal to churn out propaganda against 
him to prevent people from getting a chance to get close and judge 
the prophetic message for themselves. 


As a result of this campaign carried out by a handful of influ- 
ential individuals set on distorting the truth, it was inevitable that 
the neutral people, who made up the masses, would misunder- 
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Misinterpretation, Misunderstanding & Misrepresentation 


stand the true message of Islam. The majority of people remained 
ignorant of the reality of Islam, not understanding it and therefore 
not accepting it, and merely followed their leaders. So while the 
minority were occupied with misinterpretation, the majority were 
left to their misunderstandings. 


If we carefully study the environment we are in, we can only 
conclude that we are in a similar situation. The non-Muslims are 
divided into two groups: the majority have become the victims of 
misunderstanding through the misinterpretation of a handful of 
people who control the media. The noble character, exemplary 
life and beautiful teachings of the Beloved Nabi of Allah #8 are 
being distorted, and seeds of misunderstanding about the Din of 
Allah 38, Islam, are being planted into the hearts and minds of the 
masses. 


This is not surprising, for history bears testimony that this has 
always been the case. However, the similarity between the time of 
Rasilullah # and our own age ends when we carefully assess the 
lives of the Muslims and their behaviour. 


Rasulullah “ and his Companions “ performed the duty of 
representing Islam perfectly, whereas Muslims today are failing in 
their duty to give a correct picture of Islam. Because the Compan- 
ions # gave a correct representation of Islam, misunderstandings 
were dispelled at every step and people flocked towards the true 
religion. Our fault lies in not making a proper attempt to eradicate 
misunderstandings that are being sown in people’s minds through- 
out the world. Instead of representing Islam properly, we are ac- 
tually misrepresenting it. We are falling short in our duty to learn 
about Islam, practice it and convey it to others. We are failing the 
whole world when we fail to be true ambassadors of Islam. 


How do we start representing Islam correctly? The answer 
is simple: study and learn the teachings of Islam, put them into 
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practice and convey them to others verbally and practically. As 
a principle, we must keep in mind the following guidelines of 
Rastlullah “ at all times: 


got abby ott gb YAS Hoch tn Hy ES take dt Bh 
Fear Allah wherever you are. Follow a bad deed with a good 


deed, it will wipe out (the bad deed). Deal with people with 
the best of manners. 


¢ The first thing we need to remember is to fear Allah 8 wherev- 
er we are. In every aspect of our lives we must adopt taqwa by 
fulfilling the Rights of Allah 4 and the rights of His creation. 
If we ever slip and commit a bad deed, then; 


¢ We should follow it up with such good deeds that wipe out the 
negative spiritual and social effects of the bad deed. 


¢ It is also essential that we deal with people, Muslims and 
non-Muslims alike, with the good morals and excellent charac- 
ter taught by our merciful Nabi *. 


Implementing these three directives will insha’allah make us spir- 
itually strong and enable us to interact with non-Muslims, giving 
them the opportunity to see the true picture of Islam. 


64 Sunanut-Tirmidhi, kitab: 11, 31 chapter: _-l\ sole dsl: + Hadith: 1987 
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13. The Best 


‘Allamah ‘Ayni “, the well-known commentator of Sahihul- 
Bukhari, states that there can be three reasons for loving and ad- 
miring a person: beauty; virtue and excellence; or some favour 
conferred by the person.® If we carefully look at the people we 
admire and love and ask ourselves as to why we have love for 
them, the answer will inevitably be one of the three reasons men- 
tioned above. 


Throughout the centuries, Muslims the world over have loved 
and admired Muhammad “%, the Messenger of Allah 38, more than 
anyone or anything else. To a Muslim, Rasiilullah “8 is more be- 
loved than anything. The books of history are filled with episodes 
that bear testimony to this fact. 


Hadrat Muftt Muhammad Taqi Usmani hafizahullah describes 
the extent of the love the first generation of Muslims, the Sahabah 
#, had for Nabi *. He writes that were Allah 38 to have promised 
to increase the life of Nabi by just one second if all the Sahabah 
(numbering over a hundred thousand) gave their lives in return, 
they would all have willingly given their lives in order to increase 
the life of their beloved by one second.® 


The question is, why do the Muslims have so much love and 
admiration for Muhammad “? The answer is simple: their be- 
loved was simply the best. He was not only handsome but the 
most handsome. He did not possess only one or a few excellences, 


65 ‘Umdatul-Qari, part 1, p.144 
66 Discourses on Islamic Way of Life, part 2, p.228 
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he was the embodiment of excellences. His countless favours were 
not confined to Muslims only, but rather the whole of humanity is 
indebted to him for he brought them the light through which they 
can escape from the darkness of ignorance. 


One only needs to study the speech of Sayyiduna Ja‘far %, 
which he delivered in the court of Negus (King of Abyssinia), to 
understand this fact. Sayyiduna Ja ‘far said: 
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O King, we were people in a state of ignorance, worship- 
ping idols, eating the flesh of dead animals, committing all 
sorts of abominations and shameful deeds, breaking the ties 
of kinship, treating neighbours badly and the strong among 
us exploited the weak. We remained in this state until Allah 
48 sent us a Prophet from amongst us, whose lineage, truth- 
fulness, trustworthiness and integrity were well-known to 
us. He invited us towards Allah 4 so that we may proclaim 
His Oneness and worship Him. And to renounce the stones 
and the idols which we and our ancestors used to worship 
besides Him. He commanded us to speak the truth, to fulfil 
our promises, to maintain ties of kinship, to be helpful to our 
neighbours, to abstain from unlawful things and bloodshed, 
to avoid obscenities and false witness, not to usurp an or- 


phan’s property and not to slander chaste women. He ordered 
us to worship Allah alone and not to associate anything with 
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him, to uphold salah, to give zakah and to fast in the month 
of Ramadan.” 


Moreover, the source of all the progress that we see today are the 
sciences developed by people from the Qur’an and Sunnah. 


His excellences were such that even non-Muslims have praised 
him. When Heraclius, the Emperor of the Byzantines, received 
a letter from Nabi * inviting him to Islam, he summoned Sayy- 
iduna Abi Sufyan >, then an ardent enemy of Islam, and asked 
him about the man Muhammad #. Despite his enmity for Nabi 
“8, Sayyiduna Abi Sufyan could find only praiseworthy words 
to say about him. The staunchest enemy of Nabi “ declared that 
Muhammad “= belonged to the noblest family amongst the Arabs 
and he also admitted that Nabi #= was never accused of telling lies 
and had never broken his promises. 


Upon hearing this Heraclius remarked, ‘If what you have said 
is true, he will very soon occupy this place underneath my feet. I 
knew (from the scriptures) that he was going to appear but I did not 
know that he would be from you. If I was sure that I would reach 
him, I would have undertaken difficulties to meet him and if I 
were by him, I would certainly have washed his feet (an indication 
that he would have presented himself in the court of Rastilullah = 
as a khadim).’® 


R. Bosworth-Smith remarked: 


By a fortune absolutely unique in history, Muhammad is a 
threefold founder of a nation, of an empire, and of a reli- 


gion. 
After studying the Sirah and life of Rastilullah , George Bernard 
Shaw wrote: 
67 Musnad Ahmad, chapter: ab oF) Sal al Hadith: 1740 


68 Sahihul-Bukhari, kitab: .>»! «+ chapter: BE aM Jy) alee olf aS Hadith: 7 
69 Mohammed and Mohammedanism, p.237 
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I have studied him — the wonderful man and in my opinion 
far from being an anti-Christ, he must be called the Saviour 
of humanity.” 


pur, India (1928) said: 


They (the critics of Muhammad “) see fire instead of light, 
ugliness instead of good. They distort and present every 
good quality as a great vice. It reflects their own depravity... 
The critics are blind. They cannot see that the only ‘sword’ 
Muhammad wielded was the sword of mercy, compassion, 
friendship, and forgiveness — the sword that conquers ene- 
mies and purifies their hearts. His sword was sharper than the 
sword of steel.”! 


Alphonse de Lamartine said: 


Indeed Allah 3 


Philosopher, orator, apostle, legislator, warrior, conqueror of 
ideas, restorer of a rational dogma for a cult without imagery, 
founder of twenty earthly empires and of one spiritual em- 
pire, this is Muhammad. 


Of all the scales by which one measures human grandeur, 
which man has been greater...” 


iduna Jibra’il “\ once said: 


70 
71 
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73 
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I have turned upside down the easts and the wests of the world 
(i.e. the whole world) and I have not seen anyone greater than 
Muhammad #%.7 


The Genuine Islam, vol. 1, no. 8 
Muhammad #8: 1001 Universal Appreciations and Interfaith Understanding and 
Peace, pp.114-15 

Histoire de la Turquie, vol. 2 
Al-Mu‘jamul-Awsat, Hadith: 6285 
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has not created anyone greater than him. Sayy- 


The Best 


If this is the case, then why should such a personality, who pos- 
sessed all the three elements for loving someone, to their highest 
degree, not be the most beloved to his admirers? Finding out about 
the sublime characteristics of the Beloved Nabi of Allah #8 and 
understanding the love and admiration they inspire in his follow- 
ers is sufficient to realise why Muslims the world over have been 
so enraged by recent events.” 
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74 This article was written following the incident of cartoons depicting Rastlullah 
being published in Denmark. 
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14. Hajj — a Lesson in 
Submission 


On 6" Dhul Hijjah 1426 after the jumu‘ah salah, we arrived at 
Dhul-Hulayfah, outside Madinah, and made preparations to en- 
ter into ihram. Dhul-Hulayfah was chosen because it is where 
Rasilullah “= and his Companions # had entered the state of 
ihram.’° It was our desire to begin the hajj by observing this sun- 
nah of Rastlullah #2. The thought persisted in my mind that the 
Beloved of Allah 4 performed only one hajj during his lifetime,” 
and Allah 8% had chosen this place for him to enter into ihram. 
Thus, there could not have been a better place for this act. 


After making all the preparations, attired in only two sheets, 
we performed two raka‘at, made the intention for hajj and recited 
the talbiyah: 


al jy ee y RGltal 
Here I am (at Your service), O Allah, here I am. Here I am, 
no partner do You have, here I am. Truly, the Praise and the 


Favour is Yours, and the Sovereignty. No partner do You 
have.” 


It is impossible to express how I felt at that moment. Tears trick- 
led down my cheeks wetting my beard. In my mind echoed the 
thought: ‘You are so careless regarding the Din of Allah 4. You 
are not worthy of being invited by Allah 4 to His Blessed House. 
75 Sahthul-Bukhari, kitab: gs! chapter: 1 g3 i ue JY) Hadith: 1555 

76 Sahihul-Bukhari, kitab: 5<\ chapter: ploy ale all be gil) sl © Hadith: 1788 


77 ~~ Sahihul-Bukhari, kitab: =~ chapter: 4\ Hadith: 1562; Sahih Muslim, kitab: 2! 
chapter: 33) wee, 4) Hadith: 1207 
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Hajj — a Lesson in Submission 


How Merciful and Kind is your Creator that despite all your neg- 
ligence and shortcomings, He has listed you amongst the hujjaj of 
1426.’ 


We were now in the state of ihram and many things had now 
become prohibited, including the use of ‘itr (perfume) and cover- 
ing the head, both of which are sunnah at other times.’ 


On 8" Dhul Hijjah, we arrived in Mina. According to the sun- 
nah practice, we were to spend the whole day and perform all our 
salah there.”” On this day, being present in the Haram for us pil- 
grims was less rewarding than remaining in Mina.*° 


On the next day, 9" Dhul Hijjah, we moved to ‘Arafah.*' Those 
who performed the Zuhr salah in Masjid Namirah behind the 
Imam of hajj combined the ‘Asr salah with it before its prescribed 
time.** We remained in ‘Arafah until sunset,®* after which we left, 
delaying the Maghrib salah until we combined it with the ‘Isha 
salah in Muzdalifah, as this is the sunnah of Nabi 3.*4 


I came across hundreds of hujjaj from all walks of life, young 
and old, men and women, and masha’allah, not a single person 
questioned any of the above. Each individual carried out what 
had been commanded without raising any objection whatsoever. 
No one was concerned that covering the head and applying per- 
fume, both prophetic practices, were forbidden. No remarks were 
to be heard regarding the reward of salah in the Haram during the 
stay in Mina. The performance of ‘Asr salah in ‘Arafah before its 
appointed time did not raise any questions, nor did delaying the 
Maghrib salah. Every single haji was an embodiment of Islam, 
78  Badai‘us-Sanai‘, part 3, p.204 
79 Ibid., p.129 
80 Ghunyatun-Nasik, p.146 
81  Badai‘us-Sanai*, part 3, p.129 
82 Ibid., pp.131-33 


83 Ibid., p.137 
84 Ibid., pp.138-39 
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submitting his/her will to the Will of the Creator, unquestioningly 
carrying out all the Commands of Allah 3. 


Alhamdulillah, throughout my journey, amidst the thousands 
of hujjaj who had come from all corners of the world, I witnessed 
nothing but Islam i.e. submission to the Will and Command of 
Allah 4. This made me think that the greatest lesson of hajj is that 
Allah & is telling His bondsmen: ‘If you are able to submit totally 
to my commands without any hesitation during these five days, 
surely you have the ability to do the same after hajj. Islam is not 
difficult, as long as you resolve to follow it.’ 


Once this lesson has been learnt, the haji resolves to submit 
himself to his Creator. By pelting the Jamarat and sacrificing an 
animal he practically begins his battle against those two things 
that prevent a person from fully submitting to Allah $8: Shaytan 
and the nafs. The act of pelting is an open declaration of enmity 
towards Shaytan, whilst sacrificing an animal is a vow to sacrifice 
the desires of the nafs. Once these two, Shaytan and the nafs, are 
under control, submission is no longer difficult. Allah 38 and His 
Rasil “= have warned us against both these obstacles: 

‘arbotht bis HE Ln slight 
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O believers, enter into Islam completely and do not follow the 
footsteps of Shaytan; surely, he is your open enemy. (2:208) 
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As for the one who feared to stand before his Rabb and re- 
strained his nafs from (evil) desire, Jannah will be his abode. 
(79:40-41) 
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5a) 85 a ob a O15 4 YS 
The clever one is he who subjugates his nafs and works for 
what is to come after death...*° 


If the haji returns with a resolution to submit wholeheartedly to 
his Creator, then definitely his life will change. And this change is 
a sign that he has performed al-hajjul-mabrur (accepted hajj) and 
the reward for al-hajjul-mabrir is nothing other than Jannah.*° 
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86 Al-Muwatta, kitab: @ chapter: #3 & «le Hadith: 1257 
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15. Patience or 
Pleasure? 


Recently, whilst sitting with the students of the Islamic Da‘wah 
Academy, I posed the following question to them, “Imagine two 
types of fruit: one very attractive and extremely sweet, though 
with the unfortunate characteristic that its sweetness lasts for only 
a few seconds and thereafter turns to bitterness which lasts for 
hours; and another which is not attractive at all and tastes very 
bitter, but after a few moments, the bitterness very rapidly turns 
into such sweetness that its enjoyment remains in the mouth for 
hours. If you were given a choice between these two fruits, which 
one would you prefer?’ 


They all replied, “The second one.’ 


I said, ‘Now, based on this example, try to understand two very 
important aspects of Din; sabr (patience) and shahwah (fulfilment 
of base desires).’ 


Elaborating on the first aspect I said: ‘Sabr is to exercise pa- 
tience during times of distress, to remain steadfast in fulfilling the 
Commands of Allah 8 and to restrain oneself from disobedience 
to Him. This quality, like the second fruit, is not attractive at all 
and initially extremely bitter in taste. However, this bitterness does 
not last long and soon it is replaced by a long-lasting sweetness.’ 


A very attractive person, either in real life or in a photo in a 
newspaper, poster or magazine, attracts people’s attention. Initial- 
ly, it feels very ‘bitter’ not to look at the enticing sight, but after 
chewing on this fruit of sabr for a while, the sweetness of Iman is 
felt passing through the entire body. Rasiilullah “= said: 
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The (evil) glance is an arrow from the poisonous arrows of 
Iblis. He who forsakes it out of fear of Allah will receive 


from Him — how Great is He — such Iman, the sweetness of 
which he will experience in his heart.*’ 


The other aspect is shahwah. In the initial stages it is very attrac- 
tive and full of enjoyment, but its after-effects are very bitter in- 
deed. When first getting involved in unlawful activities such as 
drugs, alcohol or adultery and fornication, no bitterness or loss 
is felt whatsoever; in fact there is nothing but sweetness. How- 
ever, as the initial effects wear off, all that remains is regret and 
bitterness. Worse still, that bitterness will remain forever in this 
world and the Hereafter. Allah 4 says in the Glorious Qur’an: 
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As for the one who turns away from My Reminder, verily, for 


him is a life of hardship, and We shall raise him blind on the 
Day of Resurrection. (20:124) 


Finally, I asked them, ‘So now, my dear students, which of these 
two should we give preference to; sabr, which will result in ac- 
quiring the sweetness of Iman in this world and the everlasting 
sweetness of Jannah in the Hereafter, or shahwah, which will re- 
sult in bitterness in this world and the everlasting bitterness of 
Jahannam? The choice is yours.’ 


Their answers all echoed the same thought, “We should always 
give preference to sabr which, although preceded by an insignifi- 
cant amount of bitterness, guarantees everlasting sweetness.’ 


I said, ‘Alhamdulillah! May Allah 8% grant you all barakah in 
your understanding.’ 


87  Al-Mustadrak ‘alas-Sahihayn, kitab: 3&! chapter: ~3\! Hadith: 8088 
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Let us therefore exercise sabr and fulfil all the Commands of Allah 
48, no matter how bitter the prospects of doing so may appear, for 
this bitterness is the doorway to everlasting sweetness. 
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As Allah wills! There is no ability (to avoid 
bad deeds) except with (the Help of) Allah. 
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16. Fleeting Splendour 


During my recent visit to Turkey,** I visited the Sarayi Topkapi, 
also known as the Topkapi Palace. In Turkish ‘Sarayi’ means Pal- 
ace, ‘Top’ means cannon and ‘Kapi’ means gate. The name Top- 
kapi came about because there was a gate to Constantinople in 
this location during the Byzantine period, in front of which Sultan 
Muhammad Fatih installed a heavy cannon in order to break into 
Constantinople.*? Sultan Muhammad Fatih entered Constantinople 
through this very gate after its conquest. Following the conquest, 
a simple palace was built for the sultan which served as a place 
of residence for all the Ottoman Sultans; from Sultan Muhammad 
Fatih to Sultan ‘Abdul-Majid.”° 


Today, this building, besides being a historical monument, is 
used as a museum. It is regarded as one of the world’s most pre- 
cious and valuable museums due to the priceless items contained 
within it. 

One of the chambers of this palace houses relics dating back to 
the time of Nabi . As I entered and walked through the chamber, 
I had the honour of viewing the swords that belonged to Sayyiduna 
Abt Bakr, Sayyiduna ‘Umar, Sayyiduna ‘Uthman, Sayyiduna 
‘Alt, Sayyiduna Ja‘far, Sayyiduna Khalid ibn Walid, Sayyiduna 
‘Ammar ibn Yasir and Sayyiduna Abi Hasan , the seal used by 
Nabi “8 and a letter from Nabi “% written to Mugawgis, the Emper- 
or of Egypt. The chamber also houses the sword, bow, mantle and 
88 This article was written after my trip to Turkey in April 2005. 


89 Fatihul-Qustantiniyyah As-Sultan Muhammad AlI-Fatih, p.92 
90 Pavilion of the Sacred Relics: The Sacred Trusts, p.17 


~ 59 ~ 


Inspirations ~ Volume | 


blessed hair of Nabi “, all of which are enclosed in cases and are 
opened for viewing only once a year on the 15" of Ramadan. It was 
such an honour and valuable gift from Allah $8 for this unworthy 
one, to have even viewed the cases containing these blessed items. 


From this chamber, I passed through other chambers of the pal- 
ace and was able to view priceless pearls, emeralds, rubies, dia- 
monds and many other precious items. I also came across a set of 
two candle holders made of pure gold, each weighing 48 kilos, an 
eye-catching throne decorated with pearls and diamonds, and the 
dagger used by Sultan Muhammad Fatih which is said to be one of 
the most valuable daggers in the world. 


Looking at all of this, I pictured the magnificent bygone era of 
the Ottoman Empire and questions began to arise in my mind: How 
great must Sultan Muhammad Fatih have been to conquer the in- 
vincible Constantinople? What glory the Ottomans enjoyed when 
their flag was raised over three continents! They ruled for a span 
of almost six hundred years with so much wealth and glory,”! but 
where are they now? Where is the grandeur of the Topkapi Palace? 
Have any of the Sultans lived on to enjoy this great wealth? Has 
any one of them taken anything with them? Whilst these questions 
were occupying my mind, we came across tomb after tomb of the 
Sultans: Sultan Muhammad Fatih, Sultan Murad, Sultan Sulayman 
‘the Magnificent’, Sultan Ahmad, Sultan Bayazid: all dead and 
buried. The Urdu couplets of Khwaja Majziib echoed in my ears. 
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How the great men of dignity have mingled with the earth, 


ff bE nt 
How the owners of houses have become homeless, 


91 Mujazut-Tarikhil-Islami, part 1, p.456 
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Fleeting Splendour 
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How the famous have become effaced without any trace. 
at at UkT ih wes 
How the earth has devoured the magnificent ones. 


Whilst pondering over these couplets, suddenly the Words of Allah 
48 also began echoing: 


bs 
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Everyone that is on it (the earth) will perish. (55:26) 
poy J Bsloged en: 
Everything will perish save His Countenance. (28:88) 
Once again, more couplets by Khwaja sahib = came to mind. 
Whe ume SESE 
Your only concern is to excel above all, 
UW ore a UU ete 
Unique in your adornment and your Style, 
why kyve tle 
Does a person destined to die live in this manner? 
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The artificial glitter (of this world) has surely left you de- 
ceived! 


As I continued to ponder, I thought how true it is that the apparent 
glitter of the world has fooled so many of us. The truth is that no 
one has and no one will live forever. Nothing has and nothing will 
accompany a person except his deeds. 


C i>) yer 
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So, whoever does an atom’s weight of good will see it; and 
whoever does an atom’s weight of evil will see it. (99:7-8) 
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17. Perfect Submission 


When a person BCCOEIINGS the Creator and proclaims this through 
the kalimah; ali eee hy | 4) Y (There is none worthy of worship 
besides Allah and Muhammad i is the Messenger of Allah), a person 
submits to the total Authority of Allah # and His Nabi %. By this, 
one declares that whatever comes from Allah and His Nabi , 
will be wholeheartedly accepted, without a shadow of a doubt, 
whether comprehendible by the faculty of intellect or not. 


A close study of the lives of the Sahabah and our pious pre- 
decessors will bring us to this very conclusion. Whatever the 
situation, there was never a need to convince one another through 
philosophical arguments or logical reasoning; the mere fact that it 


was the Word of Allah 8 and His Nabi # was sufficient. Even 


when arguments or disputes arose, the solution was the Word of 
Allah $ and His Nabi &. 


To illustrate this point let us look at three incidents from the lives 
of the Sahabah * and our pious predecessors &. 


1. Sayyiduna Ibn ‘Abbas relates an incident regarding Sayy- 
iduna Hurr ibn Qays “, a member of the assembly and council 
of Sayyiduna ‘Umar #, an elite group which consisted of an 
array of masters in different disciplines, who were consulted in 
regards to religious and day-to-day affairs. Once his uncle Sayy- 
iduna ‘Uyaynah “, who was his guest, requested his nephew 
to seek permission on his behalf to meet pay yeauta ‘Umar 
the Amirul-Mwu’ minin. ea Hurr ibn Qays “ duly obliged 
and Sayyiduna ‘Umar granted permission. Upon entry he 
said, “O Ibnul-Khattab! By Allah, you do not give us enough nor 
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do you judge between us fairly.’ Fury was instantly visible on 
the face of Sayyiduna ‘Umar “, who was obviously angered by 
the comments of Sayyiduna ‘Uyaynah . Sayyiduna Hurr ibn 
Qays , knowing the nature of Sayyiduna ‘Umar “, remarked, 
‘O Amirul-Mu’ minin, Allah has said to His Nabi: 


AGE ES SALA dads 
Adopt forgiveness, enjoin what is good and turn away from 
the ignorant. (7:199) 


(zh 


And he (my uncle) is from the ignorant.’ Sayyiduna Ibn ‘Abbas 
noted, ‘By Allah, Sayyiduna ‘Umar did not surpass the Com- 
mand of Allah contained in this verse when it was recited before 
him. For it was his habit that whenever the words of the Qur’an 
were recited before him he fully submitted to the Command of 
Allah.’°? 


. ‘Ali ibn Husayn , a very pious servant of Allah $8, once in- 
structed his maid to bring some water for him so that he may 
perform ablution. In a moment of neglect the water container 
slipped from the maid’s hands and fell on his face and wounded 
him. The maid looked up only to be greeted by an angry face, 
whereupon she recited a portion of the Qur’ an: 


Bo bea 
(Jannah is prepared for) Those who swallow their anger... 
(3:134) 


‘Ali ibn Husayn instantly replied, ‘I have swallowed my an- 
ger.’ The maid continued with the verse, 
b oi 3 Biles 8 2s 
PBF lars 
...and forgive people..., (3:134) 


92 Sahthul-Bukhari, kitab: ol al a chapter: G-bbd! y= ely Sell ply | Ss Hadith: 
4621 
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‘Ali ibn Husayn “ again acted in accordance with the command 
and said, ‘I have forgiven you.’ The maid seeing her master’s 


strict adherence to the Word of Allah recited the last portion 


of the verse, 
Wott “ HE Aalns 
...and Allah loves those who do good. (3:134) 


‘I have granted you freedom for the Pleasure of Allah,’ was the 
reply.” 


. Sayyiduna Anas “ narrates an incident regarding the prohibition 


of alcohol. As the young boy in the house, he would frequently 
serve Sayyiduna Abi Talhah (his stepfather) along with his 
guests. Once whilst busy entertaining, a cry was heard: 
bot So 
Listen carefully, alcohol has been deemed impermissible. 


Sayyiduna Anas “ states that Sayyiduna Abi Talhah & imme- 
diately instructed him to drain away the stocks of alcohol.” All 
those present dropped their goblets, breaking their utensils be- 
fore anybody could enter or exit the house.®° He further narrates 
that none thought it necessary to make inquiries as to whether 
this prohibition had been announced by Nabi * himself, or was 
it just a rumour.” This scene was mirrored throughout the city of 
Madinah until floods of alcohol were flowing through the city.”’ 
Such a vast amount of alcohol was drained that for a consider- 
able amount of time, the stench of alcohol was present in the soil 
of Madinah.*8 


Al-Bidayah wan-Nihayah, part 9, p.107 

Sahthul-Bukhari, kitab: J! chapter: & Pay 3 sl Ge Hadith: 2477 
Ad-Durrul-Manthir fit-Tafsir bil-Ma’ thir, part 3, p.172 

Sahihul-Bukhart, kitab: | chapter: suJi 3); Hadith: 4596 

Sahth Muslim, kitab: ay chapter: ---a8)_ mee ce OS Ugh oly pol mew Hadith: 1980 
Rihul-Ma ‘ani, part 4, p.17 
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There are innumerable incidents like these in the lives of the Com- 
panions “ and our pious predecessors. The lesson to be learnt from 
these incidents is that whenever the Command of Allah %& or His 
Beloved Rasil “ is put to us, we must adhere to it at once. Any- 
thing that Allah 46 and His Rasiil 38 have made permissible we may 
pursue and anything they have forbidden we must abstain from. 
Anything they like we like, anything they dislike we dislike. 


We have heard and obeyed. Pardon us our Rabb. And to You 
is the return. (2:285) 


er ee ee 
BD retlegyslosebias Gabi s lian 


May Allah % grant us all the ability to completely obey Him and 
His Rasil #8. Amin. 
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18. Robbers of Time 


The gift of time is a very precious favour of Allah 38. It is a favour 
we can neither store nor stop from passing. This is why we say, 
‘Time waits for no one.’ A similitude for time and life is a block 
of ice melting away, slowly, minute by minute, second by second, 
breath by breath. Yet one stark difference between the two is that 
it is possible to put ice back in the freezer, but nothing can freeze 
our lives. Thus, life is an asset that needs to be utilised now. 


Upon close observation of our own lives, we will find that there 
are many activities which rob us of our time. Let us take football 
as an example; just ponder for a minute, how many people in the 
world today spend hour after hour of their precious time watching 
football games? What tangible benefit do we get from just watch- 
ing football? Seldom do we have a conversation that is void of 
this topic. Just imagine, during only one season or during a single 
World Cup campaign, how much of our lives are wasted behind 
football? How much time do we waste in talking about football, 
watching football, listening to football commentaries and thinking 
about football? How much time do we devote to these activities 
and how much time do we devote to Allah 48? How much time do 
we spend pursuing religious or secular knowledge that will benefit 
us, in helping those who are less fortunate and less privileged than 
us, in helping the needy and the disabled, or in other ways of mak- 
ing a positive contribution to the communities in which we live? 


Football is just one example; there are many other robbers of 
time: engaging in futile conversations and gossip, spending hours 
on shisha, discussing politics without any practical outcome, etc. 
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Robbers of Time 


Let us all value time and utilise it in something fruitful, for a 
day is coming when we will be made to stand in the Court of Allah 
4s and be questioned about how we spent each and every moment 


of our lives. 


nec SS 0 


O Allah, send Your Special Mercy upon 
Muhammad “8 and upon the family and 
followers of Muhammad #8. 
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19. Simple Weddings 


Weddings are occasions of much happiness and joy, not just for 
the bride and groom, but for their family members, friends and 
even the general public. It is therefore regretful that when Allah 
4, the most Compassionate, gifts us with such moments to re- 
member and treasure for the rest of our lives, we use those very 
moments to displease Him and invite His Displeasure. 


In order to understand how weddings should be celebrated, we 
need to learn from the era of Nabi #2 and make our weddings more 
like them. 


The basic rule, from the wedding ceremony through to the 
walimah (wedding banquet), was simplicity. 


Sayyidah ‘A’ishah ® reports that Nabi % said, 


ish ohach By C1y bel 
The wedding that has the greatest blessings is that which is 
lightest in burden (most simple).” 


Sayyiduna Anas describes the walimah of Nabi “ when he mar- 
ried Sayyidah Safiyyah bint Huyayy &. The marriage was con- 
summated between Khaybar and Madinah and Sayyiduna Anas 
> was instructed to invite the Muslims to a walimah in which 
neither meat nor bread was served; Nabi ordered for leather 
dining-sheets to be spread and dates, cottage cheese and clarified 
butter were laid on it. That was the walimah of Nabi #.'” 

99  Shu‘abul-Iman, kitab: Jou) Ju! Jsi acy tall 5 2L28¥i Hadith: 6566; Musnad 
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Simple Wedding 


It is also reported that Nabi “8 did not give a more splendid 
walimah on the occasion of marrying any of his wives than the one 
he gave on marrying Sayyidah Zaynab bint Jahsh &, in which the 
walimah was offered with one goat.!°! 


Such simplicity and minimal fuss adopted by Nabi “ served 
as an example for his Companions #, who duly followed in his 
footsteps. These examples are a far cry from what we experience 
in our weddings today. Sayyiduna ‘Abdur-Rahman ibn ‘Awf &, 
after migrating from Makkah Mukarramah to Madinah Munaw- 
warah, gradually earned enough wealth to be able to afford mar- 
riage. He married with such simplicity that Nabi “& only became 
aware that he had married after noticing yellow perfume stains on 


his clothes.!° 


Marriages took place in a simple manner and were carried out 
with the Hereafter in mind. Although natural desires were present, 
they were subordinate to the long-term benefits of marriage. Upon 
learning that Sayyiduna Jabir & had married, Nabi #2 inquired 
from him whether he had married a maiden or a previously mar- 
ried woman. Sayyiduna Jabir “ informed Rastlullah “ that he 
had opted to marry a previously married woman, as she would be 
able to help him look after his nine younger sisters who were in 
his custody after the death of his father. He wisely concluded that 
a more mature and experienced wife would be able to aid him in 
educating and providing a good religious upbringing for his sis- 
ters.'° Such was the unselfishness and simplicity of Nabi *% and 
his Companions >. 

These examples serve to remind us what Islamic weddings 


should be like. The general trend nowadays is to over indulge in 


101 Sahithul-Bukhari, kitab: ¢‘) chapter: ss J 4!) Hadith: 5159 

102 Sahihul-Bukhari, kitab: ¢ ,-) chapter: ...81%) ei sb Js a J 3st & Hadith: 
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every aspect of weddings, starting with the engagement. Countless 
customs and practices are adopted that have no basis in Din and 
are nothing but excuses to spend lavishly and fulfil one’s unlawful 
desires under the pretext of a celebration. Islam does not discour- 
age enjoyment on happy occasions but, as with all things, there 
are boundaries. As long as the boundaries are not crossed, then the 
happy occasion of a wedding will not attract the Displeasure of 
Allah 48. In fact, it will attract His Blessings and Mercy, which in 
turn will ensure that the marriage has a blessed and secure founda- 
tion on which the couple can base the rest of their lives. 
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20. The Month of 
Mercy 


Allah $8 is All Merciful. His Mercy has no boundaries or lim- 
its. From His most Beautiful Attributes are Ar-Rahman (The 
Most-Beneficent), Ar-Rahim (The Most-Merciful), Al-Ghaffar 
(The Most-Forgiving), Al-Latif (The Most-Gentle), Al-Halim 
(The Most-Forbearing), Al-Ghaftr (The Ever-Forgiving), Al- 
Wadid (The Most-Loving) and Ar-Ra’uf (The Most-Kind). 


Our Beloved Nabi “, whilst explaining the Mercy of Allah 4, 
informs us that on the ‘Arsh (Throne) of Allah 4% are inscribed the 
words: 

cot Oi peah5 0) 
Indeed, My Mercy surpasses My Displeasure.'™ 
In another Hadith, Nabi explains: 
id eee ess ee eG ot HL 34 Ai fas 
iad OS tlh Ye 


Allah divided mercy into a hundred parts and kept ninety-nine 
parts with Himself and sent only one part into the world. Due 
to that single part the creation are merciful to each other, so 
that even the mare lifts her hoof away from her foal, for fear 
that she may trample upon it.!° 


104 Sahihul-Bukhari, kitab: 4+! chapter: » ali Siu, Jue «bi Js Hadith: 7399 
105 Sahihul-Bukhari, kitab: G2)! chapter: s+ #4 i+! al J Hadith: 6004 
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Giving further hope, Nabi “ says: 
BIS lbs 35 AST aco ab aH Ge all Me GBI Os 


Bs ake be LS SS Ge abl Me & 
If the believer was to know of that punishment which is with 
Allah, no one would hope for Jannah; and if the non-believer 


was to know of that Mercy which is with Allah, no one would 
lose hope of entering Jannah.' 


There is no doubt that the Mercy of Allah %¢ is raining down upon 
us continually and manifests itself in various forms. Blessed plac- 
es and blessed moments wherein rewards are increased, forgive- 
ness 1s promised and du‘as are accepted are also manifestations of 
this mercy. 


During blessed times such as Fridays, the first ten days of 
Dhul-Hijjah, the night of 15th Sha‘ban, the nights preceding the 
two ‘Ids, the Night of Qadr, etc., Allah $8 showers His Blessings 
upon His servants in abundance, making entry into Jannah easy 
for them. Probably the most significant of such occasions is the 
month of Ramadan. 


As soon as Ramadan begins, entry into Jannah becomes very 
easy, as Allah $8 orders the doors of Jannah to be opened wide. 
Whilst it becomes less likely for one to enter Jahannam as He 
orders its doors to be closed and the shayatin to be imprisoned.'”’ 


During this blessed month, every nafl worship is equal in re- 
ward to a fard during normal days, and likewise every fard act is 
equal to seventy fara’id outside the month of Ramadan.'® In this 
month, there comes a night (Laylatul-Qadr) which is more virtu- 
ous than a thousand months. ' 


106 Sahih Muslim, kitab: £4) chapter: 22 ca Yi, Sls ab io, &- 3 Hadith: 2856 
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The Month of Mercy 


It is a month in which fasting has been ordained in order to act 
as a Shield for the believer enabling him to refrain from sins. It is 
also an act which greatly pleases the Creator, so much so that the 
smell from the mouth of a fasting person is sweeter to Him than 
the fragrance of musk.!!° Whilst a person is fasting, Allah 3 ar- 


ranges for the angels to ask for his forgiveness.'!! 


The first ten days of this blessed month are for the Mercy of 


Allah 4%, the middle ten are for His Forgiveness and the last ten 


are for emancipation from the Fire of Jahannam.'!* Throughout 
the month of Ramadan, the Mercies and Forgiveness of Allah 


48 descend in such abundance that every day at the time of iftar 


(breaking fast), Allah # frees one million souls upon whom Ja- 


hannam had become wajib, and on the final night Allah # frees 
that number equivalent to all those which had been freed through- 
out the entire month.''* Nabi “% said to the Sahabah #, ‘On the 
last night of Ramadan they are forgiven.’!'* The Sahabah “ there- 
upon enquired, “O Rasulullah! Is that last night Laylatul-Qadr?’ 
Rastlullah “8 replied, ‘No. But it is only right that a servant should 


be given his reward on having completed his service.’'' 


During this month every person adopts patience, the reward for 
which is nothing less than Jannah. Also, every day of this month 


Allah # prepares and decorates a special garden in Jannah, and 


then says to it that the time is near when faithful servants shall put 
aside the great trials of the world and come to you.''® 


Indeed Ramadan is a great opportunity for every servant to 


110 Sahihul-Bukhari, kitab: ¢+=!| chapter: ¢;2!) |} Hadith: 1905 

111 Musnad Ahmad, chapter: + «Ul >) 824 i 4 Hadith: 7917 
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make amends for the misdeeds of the past and establish a bond 
with his Most Affectionate Creator. There can be no one more 
unfortunate than the person who gains the month of Ramadan yet 
fails to draw near to Allah % and secure a place in Jannah. 


CxO 
oC oe 


Pure is Allah (from all imperfections) and for 
Him is All Praise. 
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21. Making the Most of 
Your Opportunities 


The opportunity to do any good deed is a result of the Grace and 
Favour of Allah 4%; nobody has the power or ability to do a single 
good deed without the Fadl of Allah 4. Being showered with spe- 
cial occasions and opportunities such as hajj, “‘umrah, auspicious 
days and nights, i‘tikaf, da*wah, spiritual reformation and the pur- 
suit of knowledge are great bounties which must be valued. 


During a recent visit to the Haramayn, I was asked frequently 
by my friends, well-wishers and other Muslim brothers for some 
advice that would help them to make the most of the blessed jour- 
ney and to avoid spending their time in a profitless way. 


Through the sheer Mercy, Grace and Help of Allah 2, I was 
able to share three points with them that, if adopted, would benefit 
them greatly. Moreover, if they are adopted by those granted the 
opportunity to be in blessed places, i‘tikaf, da‘wah activities or 
in the quest of religious knowledge or spiritual reformation, they 
would also greatly benefit from them. 

1. Do Not Disobey Allah & 

Your goal should be to abstain from not only all major sins, but 
also every minor sin. Remember, the filth of sins, be they major 
or minor, erodes and destroys all the spirituality the heart acquires 
through blessed devotions in blessed places during blessed mo- 
ments. Be attentive especially towards the use of your eyes, ensur- 
ing complete abstinence from casting lustful glances. In order to 
preserve the spirituality and blessings acquired through devotions 
to Allah 8, you must refrain from every disobedience to Allah 48, 
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no matter how hard it may seem. 


2. Do Not Waste a Single Second 


These opportunities do not knock at everybody’s door. Value this 
favour of Allah 4 and make sure every second is spent in the 
correct manner, doing only those things that bring His Pleasure 
and enlighten the heart. If you have a choice between two good 
actions, then choose the one that will be most fruitful. Stay distant 
from all those things that lead to wasting time. Ensure time is not 
spent in futile and wasteful talk or just wandering around here and 
there. I advise you to prepare a timetable, according to your per- 
sonal circumstances, and strictly adhere to it so that you are able 
to manage your time in the best manner. Remember, make full use 
of this opportunity as you may not have it again. 


3. Reflect and Prepare 
Take out some moments daily to reflect upon the past. Reflect 
upon your past life and plan for the future. Ask yourself these 
questions: 

¢ Why did Allah # create me? 

¢ What is my objective in life? 

¢ How far have I come in securing this objective? 


¢ How much of my life has already passed and how much more 
remains? 


¢ What is the percentage of disobedience in my life and the 
percentage of good? 

¢ How can I change and turn over a new leaf in my life? 

¢ What do I need to do and what do I intend to do from now on 


to make amends for the past? 


Meditate over these questions daily and resolve to live your life 
according to the Wishes of that Merciful Creator Whose extreme 
Love for you has given you this blessed opportunity, despite your 
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Making the Most of Your Opportunities 
being undeserving. Prostrate to Him, shed tears and repent sin- 
cerely. Ask Him to help you mend your ways and live a life of a 
muttaqi, fulfilling the rights of the Creator and His creation. 
May Allah 4 bless us all with the ability to value the opportu- 
nities to do good, and may He safeguard us from being ungrateful 


for His Favours. Amin. 
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Pure is Allah (from all imperfections), 
the Magnificent. 
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22. The Legacy of the 
Madrasah 


Our children attend madrasahs every evening, yet we as parents 
do not attach much significance to them, regarding them merely as 
places that look after the Ummah’s children. We hold them on par 
with nurseries and schools, as places of elementary learning. We 
should realise though, that as long as we fail to attach importance 
to them, we will remain ignorant of our children’s development 
and progress. 


The Madrasah’s Legacy 


The madrasah is not an insignificant institute. The flame of Iman 
(faith) is first kindled in the madrasah. The light of Iman first per- 
meates the heart of a Muslim child in this environment. It teaches 
our young children moral values. 


It was in the madrasah where we learnt that to lie is a very great 
sin and that we should always speak the truth. It warned us against 
the use of bad language and that stealing, cheating and oppressing 
people are wrong. The madrasah taught us not to be a thorn in the 
side of our parents and to care for the elderly, orphans and widows. 
It was in the madrasah that we learnt that we should be kind to our 
neighbours, be they Muslim or non-Muslim. 


The madrasah even taught us things that we do as adults without 
paying attention to them, like the simple yet rewarding act of re- 
moving an obstacle from a path. The good morals and character we 
take credit for as adults were acquired through the madrasah. All 
the teachings we are familiar with and practise in our lives today 
spring from there. By taking stock of every good deed we are per- 
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forming and every sin that we detest and avoid, we will be witness- 
ing the legacy of the period of our lives between the age of four 
or five up to thirteen or fourteen; the years spent in the madrasah. 


Madrasahs Benefit the Nation 


The madrasah not only benefits our children in relation to the Here- 
after, it also provides them goodness in this world. Parents too re- 
ceive worldly gain; a child that spent his/her time well at madrasah 
will become a means of comfort and joy for his/her parents. The 
madrasah is a boon for the country as well because it produces 
good citizens, regardless of whether it operates in an Islamic coun- 
try or a secular state. At madrasah, children are taught to respect 
the rights of all people and are warned against injustice, oppres- 
sion, involvement in drugs, alcohol, theft, vandalism and all types 
of antisocial behaviour. It contributes towards a socially cohesive 
society and is a great blessing for humanity as a whole. 


Nabi 8 came into this world as a mercy and all of his teachings 
are full of mercy. What is taught in the madrasah is what Nabi 
“= taught. His life, his character, and dealings all form the basis 
of what our children learn. Every child who attends a madrasah 
becomes familiar with these prophetic teachings and is equipped 
to go on to embody them and serve humanity and work for its 
betterment. 


Parents’ Responsibilities Towards Their Children 


In order for a child to get the most out of his/her madrasah educa- 
tion, parents need to work in partnership with the madrasah. Par- 
ents should not hand over their children to the madrasah and feel 
that they have fulfilled their share of educational responsibility. 
Some parents are content with just enrolling their children in any 
madrasah, but even those that take the time to find one that offers 
the best ta‘lim (education) and tarbiyah (upbringing) should not 
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feel that their duty has ended after enrolling their child. 


It is the parents who will be questioned by Allah 8 about their 
children’s education. If the teachers, principal or the management 
committee failed in fulfilling their responsibilities, they will also 
be held accountable for their actions, but the parents will be ques- 
tioned and primarily responsible for any negligence regarding their 
children. 


Allah 88 will demand answers to two questions from every par- 
ent concerning their child: what ‘ilm (sacred knowledge) did they 
give him and what adab (etiquettes) did they teach him? Every 
mother and father will have to answer for their children. And at 
that moment, no parent will be able to blame the child’s teacher or 
the madrasah's management. 


It is the parents’ duty to give the correct ta‘lim and tarbiyah to 
their children. They cannot exonerate themselves from it. In light 
of this, the parents have to keep a close watch on the performance 
of their children. In the case of a madrasah not fulfilling its respon- 
sibility of educating and nurturing their children, parents should 
voice their concerns. And if the parents’ concerns are not ad- 
dressed adequately then they should remove their child and enrol 
him or her in another madrasah. It is just like when a child becomes 
sick and we take him/her to a doctor; we check the progress of the 
child and if we feel he/she is not receiving adequate treatment, we 
talk to the doctor. If, after a couple of discussions, the condition 
persists and it seems pointless talking to the doctor any further, we 
look for a better doctor. Just as the parents are responsible for their 
children’s physical well-being, they must also shoulder the respon- 
sibility for their religious upbringing and education. 


Partnership between Parents and the Madrasah 


Parents should also cooperate with the madrasah and try to under- 
stand its aims and objectives. If a madrasah emphasises punctuality 
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and regular attendance, with few breaks in between, parents should 
cooperate. For instance, if the board of ‘Ulama or committee of a 
particular madrasah consider it necessary to decrease holidays to 
allow enough hours to complete the curriculum, parents should en- 
sure the attendance of their child. The people responsible are aware 
that if they allow longer holidays, the end result will be academic, 
religious and social underachievement. Therefore. parents should 
cooperate with the madrasah, as a vast amount of time and effort is 
spent in deciding what is best for our children. 


Being involved with both the madrasah and darul-‘ulum educa- 
tional systems, I am of the opinion that it is the madrasah, more than 
the darul-‘ulim, that is of crucial importance to the Muslim com- 
munity, since ninety percent of Muslim children will pass through 
it. Not every Muslim child will participate in tabligh jama‘ah, asso- 
ciate himself to a Shaykh for spiritual guidance, sit in the company 
of the “‘Ulama or pursue studies at a darul-‘ulim. However, nearly 
every child will study at a madrasah. This fact is enough for us 
to understand the primary importance of the madrasah system in 
educating our children to become good Muslims who will serve as 
role models for our society. 


Therefore, we all must work together: the principal, the teachers 
and the parents. Cooperation will enable us to build a secure future 
for our coming generations, in which the masajid will continue to 
be attended, the Dini environment we take for granted now will be 
maintained and society at large will continue to benefit from good 


citizens. May Allah 4 assist, bless and guide us in this noble task. 


Amin. 
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23. Need to Modernise 
Islam? 


There is an opinion we come across quite often in the media, to 
which Muslims and non-Muslims alike, to varying degrees, add 
their voice: “We need to modernise Islam.’ 


Many non-Muslims are ill-informed about Islam and their de- 
sire to see a ‘modern’ Islam stems from this lack of knowledge. 
They assume that continuous change and reform have to take place 
in order to secure progress. They are also unaware, along with 
many Muslims, that historically Islamic civilization and worldly 
progress have gone hand in hand. Ignorance of the past and the 
current state of the Ummah leave many wary of accepting that 
Islam is capable of promoting progress. 


The case for evaluation and reform is relevant when it comes 
to ideas and laws devised by man, because man’s knowledge and 
resources are limited. Islam, on the other hand, is a system de- 
signed by Allah 4%, the All-Knowing. Divine knowledge not only 
encompasses everything that has or will ever happen, it also en- 
compasses the needs of every individual and society. When Allah 
4 revealed in the Qur’an: ‘Today I have perfected for you your 
religion and completed My gift to you, and chosen for you Islam 


9117 


as a religion,’''’ it became clear that unlike with previous Prophets 


|, whose teachings had a limited lifespan, the Islam of Muham- 
mad 8 is to prevail, unchanged, until the Last Day. 


Our challenge lies not in attempting to update Islam with every 
new generation, but in ensuring that we and our society do not 


117 Sutratul-An‘am, verse 3 
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lose touch with it and by doing so, slide into a backward way of 
life. The age of jahiliyyah (ignorance) prior to Muhammad “ was 
a time of depravity and suffering, and Islam was a lifeline. By 
taking hold of it, a despised nation transformed into an advanced 
and compassionate civilization. Sayyiduna Ja ‘far, the cousin of 
Nabi “, looking back at the pre-Islamic age, said: 
Aladis Gpeljill a FewAl 1S ac) Sai date al ays & 
Caleta bs £e i 18%; Neel beets ale 
...we were people in a state of ignorance, worshipping idols, 
eating the flesh of dead animals, committing all sorts of 
abominations and shameful deeds, breaking the ties of kin- 


ship, treating neighbours badly and the strong among us ex- 
ploited the weak...''® 


By loosening our hold on the lifeline of Islam, we find ourselves 
once again involved in many of the social and moral ills prevalent 
during the era of jahiliyyah. If the eradication of such sins is the 
aim of modernisation, then the same Islam that successfully ac- 
complished this 1400 years ago is still here for us today. 


Instead of asking, ‘Do we need to bring Islam up to date?’ what 
we need to ask is, ‘Do Muslims, by the way they live, faithfully 
reflect the religion of Islam?’ 


What we have is a community of Muslims living their lives 
with little reference to the teachings of Islam. Of the five branches 
of faith, the strongest adherence we have to any of them is Iman 
and ‘ibadat: belief and worships. Our adherence to the other three 
i.e. mu‘amalat (transactions), mu‘asharah (social conduct) and 
husnul-akhlaq (good character) is feeble to say the least. With 
such a record, how can we put the charge of rigidity and back- 
wardness at the door of Islam? Surely we are being rigid and ob- 
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stinate in not bringing Islam 100% into our lives. Surely it is we 
who need to get up to date with the timeless teachings of Islam. A 
further unfortunate result of our behaviour is that we have virtual- 
ly nothing to show non-Muslim onlookers that would endear them 
to Islam; belief and worship are private affairs, and it is the other 
three branches in which we score the lowest, through which we 
display ourselves to the world; and it is through them that opinions 
of modernity or backwardness are formed. 


It is a case of, ‘if the hat does not fit the head, don’t attempt 
to change the head, change the hat.’ Islam is a complete religion. 
Just like the Qur’an, it is fresh and alive in every era and there is 
no need to resize or reshape it. We need to look at ourselves and 
make the necessary alterations, so that like the new hat, we fit 
properly. That way we will be a suitable adornment to Islam and 
attract people towards it. 
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24. Good and Bad 
Company 


We are all familiar with the Hadith of our Beloved Rastl #% in 
which he compares the effects of adopting good company with 
the benefits that can be gained by visiting a perfume seller. If your 
relationship with a perfume seller is good, he will gift you some 
perfume'!? and if not, the fragrance experienced in his company 
will still be a gain.'”° Visiting a pious person is identical; you will 
definitely gain spiritually to some degree and you will not come 
away empty handed. 


The Hadith goes on to warn of the detrimental effects of bad 
company through the example of visiting a blacksmith. Even if 
you take great care and protect your clothes from being singed by 
the furnace, you will not be able to escape inhaling some smoke."”! 
Spending time in bad company has the same effect; it will defi- 


nitely cause you some degree of harm. 


Both parts of this Hadith need to be followed in order to achieve 
success; good company should be adopted and at the same time 
bad company should be shunned. If the first advice alone is fol- 
lowed and not the second, the result will be like trying to use a 
pump to inflate a tyre that has already been punctured. Or like 
expecting a heater (good company) to heat a room whilst throwing 
open its doors and windows (keeping bad company), resulting in 
the ‘heat’ of good company failing to have the desired effect. 

119 Sabihul-Bukhari, kitab: «2, bl chapter: 1! Hadith: 5530 
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In order to learn what constitutes good company, there are three 
signs to look for: 


1. You remember Allah # when you are in their company, even 
if no conversation takes place; 


2. Being in their company adds to your knowledge and under- 
standing of Din; and 


3. Being with them has the effect of increasing your concern for 
the Hereafter.'” 


From the people you come across, you can be assured that 
those who fit the above description will provide you with good 
company. At the opposite end of the scale are those people who 
you are certain have bad habits, be they intoxication, fornication 
or other sins. They should be avoided for they are bad company. 
It is important however that you do not despise them; the sin they 
are involved in should be despised, not the sinner. The reason you 
should stay away from them is to avoid ‘catching’ the illness they 
are plagued with, otherwise you should feel sorry for them just 
as you would if their illness were a physical one, and you should 
make du‘a for them. 


Apart from good company and bad company, a third category 
of people are those about whom you have insufficient knowledge 
or experience; you do not know if they will prove to be good or 
bad company. You should think well of them but because you do 
not know enough about them, it is best to be cautious and abstain 
from their company. 


Having discussed some aspects of good and bad company, 
it is important to add that it is not necessary to be physically in 
the presence of someone to experience the effects of good or bad 
company. Most people only view bad company as spending time 


122 Shu‘abul-Iman, chapter: pec aalaly ptnielly USI s4sle Hadith: 9445 
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with people who disobey Allah 4, not realising that certain activ- 
ities and pastimes also constitute bad company and can be just as 
harmful. For example, the time spent viewing and reading sinful 
material is comparable to spending time in the physical proximity 
of people engaged in the sinful acts being depicted. Therefore, 
many people, even those deemed to be religious, engage in ac- 
tivities thinking that they are innocent pastimes and thus remain 
oblivious to their harmful effects. 


Another form of adopting bad company is spending time with- 
out necessity in places where disobedience to Allah # occurs, 
even if you do not personally take part. All those activities and 
places that incorporate disobedience to Allah 4 should be treated 
as bad company. 


To conclude, we need to recognise what constitutes good and 
bad company and then try our best to adopt as much of the good as 
possible whilst staying away from all the bad. May Allah 4 help 
us in our desire to find and remain in good company; may He grant 
us all the benefits that come from being with the pious and may He 
resurrect us with them in the Hereafter. Amin. 
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25. The Status of 
Women in Light of the 
Sirah 


The life of Nabi “8 is an open book inviting every human being to 
study and benefit from it. His every word calls towards guidance, 
moderation and justice; his behaviour and the way he interacted 
with people provides an easy to imitate blueprint for a wholesome 
and happy social life. No segment of society has been ignored and 
the rights and duties of each have been demonstrated. The status 
and honour Allah 4 has given to women, an often misunderstood 
subject, is one such area that is immediately clarified when the life 
of Nabi * is studied. 


Throughout her life, a woman has a number of roles, one of 
which is within the family circle. By taking the examples of 
daughter, sister, wife and mother, we can learn from the practice 
and teachings of our Beloved Nabi #%, how the female servants of 
Allah 8 should conduct themselves. 


The Daughter 


First and foremost, a woman is a daughter. Nabi “= treated his 
daughters with respect and love. The books of Sirah note how, 
when returning from journeys, Nabi #8 would first stop at the mas- 
jid and then, before going to his abode, he would visit his daughter 
Sayyidah Fatimah &.'?? Before the Battle of Badr, his daughter 
Sayyidah Ruqayyah & was very ill. His concern for her prompted 


him to order his son-in-law, Sayyiduna ‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan ,!*4 


123 Al-Mustadrak ‘alas-Sahithayn, kitab: + ab) o2) Lbeall Bs chapter: 2) &bb ile $3 
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to stay behind in Madinah and care for her.'*> Nabi #% gave glad 
tidings of his companionship and proximity in Paradise to the one 
who nurtured two daughters to maturity.'*° The teachings of Nabi 
#8 led to an environment being created wherein people longed to 
have daughters they could love and cherish, banishing the old cus- 
tom of burying new-born girls alive out of shame. 


The Sister 


Nabi #8 did not have a biological sister. However, once when a 
group from the Banti Sa‘d came to Nabi 8, a woman came forward 
and declared that she was the sister of Nabi #8. It was Sayyidah 
Shayma ®, the daughter of the wet-nurse of Nabi #, Sayyidah 
Halimah 2, and his childhood companion.!”’ Nabi received his 
foster sister with the utmost honour; he removed his cloak and 
spread it on the floor for her to sit on whilst tears rolled down 
his cheeks and he humbly suggested to her that if she wished to 
remain with him, she would be treated with honour and love. And 
if she desired to return to her people he would still look after her. 
She chose to return but accepted Islam. When she returned, Nabi 
“ gifted her three servants, a maid, some cattle and some goats.!?8 


The Wife 


As a wife, a woman’s esteem increases even further. She now has 
the status of friend, associate, comforter and adviser to her husband. 
The occasion of receiving the first revelation through the angel 
Sayyiduna Jibra’il ! was a very testing time for Nabi #. Despite 
having the option of going to his lifelong friend Sayyiduna Abu 
Bakr , his uncle (Abt Talib) or other elders of the tribe, Nabi # 
sought the company of his wife Sayyidah Khadijah &. She in turn 
125. Sabihul-Bukhart, kitab: ,0! ws chapter: 4 pen be lity onl he 3 Vee ell ew 13) 
Hadith: 3410 | 
126 Sahih Muslim, kitab: Gti, Ls1, 53) chapter: obs) (J) ob Y! Js Hadith: 2719 
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did not fail him and proved to be a source of immense support and 
comfort.'” Similarly, after the Truce of Hudaybiyyah was struck 
and the Muslims had to return to Madinah Munawwarah without 
performing ‘umrah, it was the wife of Nabi #8, Sayyidah Ummu 
Salamah &, whose advice and counsel helped to diffuse a difficult 
situation.'*° Nabi 2 would spend quality time with his wives, talk 
with them and narrate stories. He taught the believers: 


mpload Se ASUS 


The best of you are the ones who are best to their wives.'*! 


The Mother 


Motherhood brings with it even more respect and honour. Al- 
though Nabi #3 was an orphan, his teachings regarding the status 
and rights of the mother are explicit. Paradise lies under the feet 


of mothers.!*? 


One’s success in the Hereafter is conditional upon 
honouring and fulfilling the rights of one’s mother. A person once 
asked Nabi #, 


414) 


Obi Jb seth Gide Bl Sst os 
“Who out of all the people is most deserving of my kindness 
and companionship?’ He (2) replied, ‘Your mother.’ 


of 306 ta ed 306 
‘Then who?’ asked the man. ‘Your mother,’ he (#) replied. 
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‘Then who?’ asked the man. ‘Your mother,’ he (#2) replied. 
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‘Then who?’ asked the man. ‘Your father,’ he (8) replied.'** 


These examples go some way to demonstrate the respect which 
Islam grants to women and also serve to expose the falsehood of 
allegations that Islam despises women or treats them as inferior. 
Men and women are equal before Allah $8; both have rights and 
responsibilities and both must be treated with honour and respect. 
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There is no deity but Allah. 
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26. Racial Equality in 
Islam 


During a recent visit to Madinah Munawwarah, I happened to be 
sitting in Masjid Nabawi “ after Maghrib salah, in the fourth row, 
when I saw two Muslim brothers meet. One was black and the 
other white, and they greeted each other with great enthusiasm 
and embraced warmly. Such a sight of human brotherhood may 
not be too uncommon nowadays, as most people understand that 
discrimination along racial and ethnic lines is wrong. What struck 
me though, was that the Nabi of Islam “4, that blessed Servant of 
Allah % lying at rest in the blessed Rawdah not more than a few 
metres away from me, established the principles of brotherhood 


and equality over fourteen centuries ago. 


At a time when much of the world was still prey to bigoted no- 
tions concerning race, Muslims had abandoned the idea of judging 
the worth of a man by the colour of his skin or his ancestry, and 
acknowledged that Allah # alone knows who is more worthy. 
This very Masjid Nabawi “ in which I sat, had, from its earliest 
days, witnessed people of all races and backgrounds worshipping 


together and coexisting in perfect harmony. 


Sayyiduna Bilal &, an African, and Sayyiduna Salman Farsi , 
a Persian, are some of the ‘foreigners’ who lived side by side with 
their Arab brothers, as the emerging Muslim community grew and 
flourished. Nabi *, the perfect teacher and guide, would counsel 
his Companions > regarding the importance of racial equality; 


he #8 said, ‘You are neither better than a red (white) person nor 
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a black person, unless you surpass him in piety’.'** On another 
occasion he # said, ‘Allah %& 


wealth, but looks at your hearts and your actions’.'** He *% also 


does not look at your faces nor your 


declared: ‘O people, know that your Rabb is One and your father 
(Sayyiduna Adam ##!) is one. An Arab has no superiority over a 
non-Arab, nor does a non-Arab have any superiority over an Arab; 
a red (white) person has no superiority over a black person, nor 
does a black person have any superiority over a red person, except 
by virtue of taqwa.’!*° 


Once when the fair complexioned Sayyiduna Abt Dharr « re- 
ferred to the Abyssinian Sayyiduna Bilal as the son of a black 
woman, Nabi “ became displeased and rebuked him. Sayyiduna 
Abi Dharr “, seeing the error of his ways, was so remorseful of 
his error that he threw himself to the ground and swore that he 
would not rise until Sayyiduna Bilal “ had placed his foot on his 
head.'°’? Thus, Nabi “ nurtured his followers to forsake the dis- 
honourable traits of the days of ignorance and aspire to the values 
of equality taught by Islam. 


On the day of the Liberation of Makkah Mukarramah, when 
the time for salah drew near, Nabi *% conferred Sayyiduna Bilal 
‘ with the honour of being the first person to call the adhan in 
the sacred city. In accordance with the instructions of Nabi #8, he 
climbed onto the roof of the Ka‘bah and gave the call to prayer. 
A member of the Quraysh, who had not yet accepted Islam, re- 
marked that it was a good thing his father was not alive to wit- 
ness this wretched day; another said, ‘Could Muhammad not find 
anyone other than this black crow to call the adhan?’ Sayyiduna 
Jibra’il | informed Nabi #% of their conversation and they were 
134 Musnad Ahmad, chapter: -+# al go) La‘) toe Hadith: 21407 
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summoned and questioned. They admitted to what they had said, 
after which Allah “ revealed the verse:'** 


od 
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O people! We have created you from a male and a female and 


fel 


have made you into peoples and tribes so that you may know 
one another (nor that you may despise each other); truly, the 
most noble among you before Allah are those with the most 
taqwa; indeed, Allah is All Knowing, All Aware. (49:13) 


We are all children of the same parents, Sayyiduna Adam | and 
Sayyidah Hawwa ® and thus are all of the same race: the human 
race. The differences of colour, physical features and language 
are signs of the creative Greatness of Allah # and serve to help 
us identify and recognise each other. A person’s lineage and geo- 
graphic origins are solely to identify the individual and have no 
part to play in his worth as a human being. We learn from the 
Qur’an and Sunnah that there is only one measure of a person’s 
worth and that is his level of taqwa or piety. Who has more taqwa 
and who has less? Allah 4 has placed taqwa where no one can see 
it, a reality which our Beloved Nabi * alluded to when, gesturing 
towards his heart, he said, “Taqwa is here, taqwa is here, taqwa is 
here,”?? 


138 Al-Jami‘ li Ahkamil-Qur’4n, part 16, p.341 
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27. Modesty and 
Believing Men and 
Women 


Entertainment, information and advertising media influence all ar- 
eas of modern life today. TV, newspapers, magazines, billboards 
and the internet all encroach on the social and domestic spheres of 
life to varying extents. One peculiarity shared by all these media 
is their objectification of women and their proliferation of a man- 
ufactured image of the acceptable female form. This phenomenon 
of the modern age leads to women and men both suffering spiritu- 
al and psychological harm. 


The modern insistence on a particular appearance for women 
means that every woman, Muslim and non-Muslim, is under con- 
siderable strain to fit the mould. She cannot eat what she wants, 
often suffering from eating disorders, or relax how she wants, as 
the perfect figure requires regular work-outs. She always has in 
the back of her mind the need to look appealing to any man that 
sees her, and even after marriage she cannot relax in case her hus- 
band notices that she no longer tallies with the media version of 
the beautiful woman. The inevitable result is that whilst men gen- 
erally eat, drink and enjoy themselves, women find themselves 
shackled by the demands of conformity. 


There are believing women however, who, encouraged by the 
teachings of Islam, opt for a less stressful existence. Using their 
intelligence and wisdom, they decide not to be dictated to in the 
way they should appear and use the key of modesty to unlock the 
shackles that bind them. 


For men, this state of affairs is problematic in a different way. 
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Where once the public space was more or less desexualised, it 
now surrounds them with images of ‘beautiful women’ and real 
life women trying hard to live up to the images. Even at home, the 
TV and internet ensure a man can no longer have eyes for his wife 
alone. The inevitable replay of images of beautiful women that 
goes on in a man’s head leads to dissatisfaction and restlessness, 
and more seriously, can intensify into family disputes. 


There are believing men though, who, by implementing the 
teachings of Islam, weather the storms of the overtly sexualised 
society we live in. The most important principle they apply is the 
lowering of the gaze. The Qur’an has commanded it and the harms 
of casting lustful gazes at non-mahram women have been spelled 
out in the Ahadith of Nabi “8; ‘the zina of the eyes is the gaze.’ !*° 


They are aware that casting lustful glances is the precursor to 
an immense loss of spirituality and peace of mind. They realise 
that no disobedience to Allah 4 should be considered minor; they 
understand when the ‘Ulama explain that if an individual consid- 
ers a minor sin as not serious, it immediately becomes a major sin 
for him.'*! They fear the effects of both major and minor sins just 
as they would fear being stung by a large scorpion or a small one; 
the outcome of both would be the same, though one’s effects may 
be more rapid than the other. They regard casting lustful glances 
as a spiritual disease that needs curing. The most perilous physical 
illness is one that the sufferer does not regard as serious, and so 
does not worry about treating until it becomes severe. Similarly 
the malady of lustful glances, if left unchecked, will lead to great 
spiritual harm. 


Surrounded by temptation in the work place or on the streets, 
these believing men know that although it may not seem it, con- 


140 Sahithul-Bukhari, kitab: o\4=-\ chapter: <4) 03> cy\ya| bs Hadith: 6249 
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trolling the gaze is possible. When a doctor tells a recovering pa- 
tient that he will be able to walk if he tries, his efforts, though 
appearing hopeless at first, will eventually see him back on his 
feet. If he gives up or is too daunted even to try to walk, obviously 
he will never be able to. Similarly, when Allah 4 commands the 
lowering of the gaze, it means every man has the power to do so. 


These believing men show true love and fidelity to their wives, 
for they realise that the eye is a camera to the heart and looking 
at non-mahram women imprints their features on the heart. They 
know that once imprinted, these images haunt men, even at times 
of intimacy with their wives. How low is that man who deceives 
his own wife by entertaining thoughts of other women whilst with 
her! 


They have also taken heed of the warnings of the ‘Ulama that if 
a man’s heart contains a spool of images of non-mahram women, 
it will be replayed at the time of death and haunt him in his final 
moments. '4? 


Finally, it should be noted that the believing men and women 
who control their gazes also lead happy and content lives. Perhaps 
their greatest joy lies in the Promise of Allah 8% that those who 
control their gazes out of fear of Allah 4 will taste the sweetness 
of Iman.'** They see the challenging environment they live in as a 
blessing, for the more opportunities that exist to cast lustful glanc- 
es, the more opportunities there are to lower the gaze and taste the 
sweetness of Iman. 
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28. Lessons Learned 
from Happy Occasions 


Weddings are one of those occasions in life when we naturally 
feel happiness. The family and friends of the bride and groom ob- 
viously feel elated, yet even perfect strangers share these feelings 
when they hear the announcement of a nikah. Young children who 
have no understanding of the concept of marriage also join in the 
happiness. Nobody controls people’s feelings on a wedding day; 
the abundance of happiness comes directly from Allah 3. 


We cannot buy happiness or distribute it according to our own 
desires, it is a gift and blessing of Allah # and like all blessings 
of Allah 4% should be treated correctly. Weddings and other occa- 
sions of happiness should not just be looked at superficially; the 


wise person takes lessons from every occasion in life. 


The following are a few points we should think about on the 
occasion of a wedding: 


1. We sin a lot, yet Allah 8 still lets us be part of the happy oc- 
casion of a wedding and other times of happiness too, e.g. the 
two ‘Ids, the birth of a child, reunions with family and friends, 
etc. In fact, we are often disobedient to Allah “ but He * still 
provides for us every day and ensures we are safe and secure. 
We do not perform Fajr, but he still gives us breakfast; we miss 
Zuhr, but He 4 still ensures we have lunch; we ignore ‘Asr, yet 
our tea is there for us; Maghrib is overlooked, but we have a 
good supper; and although we do not offer ‘Isha, we still have 
a pleasant night’s sleep. 


Has not the time come for us to stop our ingratitude? How can 


OR 


. These days of happiness are provided to us by Allah ¢ 
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we constantly enjoy the Blessings of Allah and not even ac- 
knowledge the Giver? How can we not show our gratitude to 


Allah 38 by obeying Him? 


. The happiness felt at weddings, like all worldly happiness, 


is not permanent and does not remain at the same intensity 
throughout married life. Experience shows that even in an ideal 
marriage, which suffers no problems, the amount and intensity 
of joy felt at the outset is never again replicated. The happiness 
of the first day is not matched on the second day; the happiness 
of that first month cannot be recaptured in the second month. 
In contrast, the happiness of the Hereafter is quite different. 
Not only is it indefinite and permanent, but every day is more 
pleasurable than the preceding one. 


& as sam- 
ples; by giving us a taste of the limited happiness of the world, 
we are invited to work towards gaining the vast and unimag- 
inable joys of the Hereafter. 


. It is essential that we do not involve ourselves in disobedience 


to Allah 88 on occasions of happiness and thereby put our eter- 
nal happiness of the Hereafter in jeopardy. 


Weddings are therefore times to contemplate and not just times for 


enjoyment. We need to: 


1. 


Resolve to live our lives in such a way that we acquire the ever- 
lasting happiness of the Hereafter. That person is very fortunate 
who, after experiencing happiness in the world, is encouraged 
to acquire the happiness of Jannah. 


. After forming this resolve, we need to do muhasabah of our 


lives, i.e. a self-assessment of our lives in light of the Din. 
Shaytan prevents us from thinking seriously about our lives 
and taking stock of our actions because he knows that recognis- 
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ing one’s faults is the first step to rectifying them. Only when a 
person realises that he is sinning and that the sin is harmful to 
him, will he look for a solution. 


3. Finally, we need to make sincere tawbah for the faults we find 
in ourselves, resolving never to return to them again. 


The next time we hear about a wedding or take part in one, may 
Allah 3% give us the ability to bear these points in mind, so that a 
single day of happiness can become a springboard towards happi- 
ness that will never end. Amin. 
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29. Nurturing With 
Love 


Children need love, respect and recognition. The first place chil- 
dren turn to for this is at home. However, if the home environment 
fails to deliver, then the almost inevitable outcome is that children 
will turn to others beyond the four walls of the home and thereby 
expose themselves to negative influences. Ensuring that children 
receive attention and encouragement in the home provides them 
the best start in life and protects them from many social ills. 


A common problem today is that we have no time for our chil- 
dren. We are not prepared to give them quality time and are content 
if they behave well enough not to give us any hassle. If and when 
the family do get together, they are often separated by distractions 
such as the television or mobile phone. Any achievements or good 
conduct by our children goes unacknowledged. 


Take the example of habituating our children to wake up for 
Fajr salah. We may cajole our children, even those not yet baligh, 
to wake up for Fajr, possibly at weekends to start with so that they 
have the opportunity to go back to sleep again afterwards. Howev- 
er, the question we need to ask ourselves is that when our children 
do wake up for Fajr, do we give them any recognition or praise 
for their efforts, or do we leave their achievement unrecognised? 


Having interest in our children’s progress and offering them 
encouragement is essential in today’s age. Whilst we can make 
our children behave in their childhood by laying down the law, it 
is important to remember that this method will not work forever. 
A dictatorial and imposing attitude is adopted by us due to our 


~ 101 ~ 


Inspirations ~ Volume | 


superficial understanding of Din. As soon as children reach their 
teenage years and develop the necessary strength and capacity to 
answer back, they will oppose us and not listen to a word we say. 
The reason for this is that Din was not inculcated into their hearts 
and minds, as our parenting style was nothing but a dictatorship. It 
is therefore essential that love dominates our parenting technique, 
for it is this love that will bring our children closer to the love of 
Allah 8. 

This, however, does not mean that discipline is not required. 
Discipline needs to be adopted when the situation demands, but 
the emphasis should be on nurturing a loving relationship. When 
our children are made to feel part of the family and when they feel 
that they are a valued member of the household, then it is unlikely 
that they will do anything to harm the reputation of the family; this 
is human nature. 


One of my students did not want to become an ‘Alim but en- 
rolled only because he did not want to break his parents’ hearts, 
for according to him he had experienced nothing but love from 
them, right from childhood. Despite not wanting to study in the 
initial years, he would still work hard and come first in his exam- 
inations, saying that by coming first it would please his parents. 
As he progressed further through the course, he began to under- 
stand the reality of ‘ilm and its benefits. Thus, a time came when 
he began studying of his own initiative, not just to please his par- 
ents but more to please the Creator by serving His creation. He 
will soon be graduating, insha’allah. It was the loving approach 
of his parents that caused him to get to this stage, alhamdulillah. 


EB 
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30. Attitudes to Zakah 


There are four categories of Muslims with regards to their zakah 
dealings: 


1 Those who do not pay zakah at all. Their situation is indeed 
grave. Allah %& says regarding them: 


rear) Spee op es eS Fn eB aia eceiea ees 
Pract AN Sense 2b GSH S 5 LAAN 5 COIN OFS Gh 5 
9 g 923 Saale 122 2 BR Om te 
(REA sree Gy os nige Ges gale pe 23 EMI QNy 
Piha er ee re eee 
VORASS ee 355 ACB 25a 53485 
...And those who hoard gold and silver and do not spend it in 
the Way of Allah, announce unto them a painful punishment. 
On the Day when it will be heated in the Fire of Jahannam and 
with it will be branded their foreheads, their sides and their 
backs. (It will be said to them): “This is what you hoarded for 
yourselves. Now taste of what you used to hoard. (9:34-35) 


feb 


And Rasilullah # said: 
Sed Gud wall ay du S ge ue; 3g 2G Nu ab atl yy 
Gl Uy B= lay cot - cae BS cata py Ske ok; 
wes bh alu 
He who, despite being given wealth by Allah, does not dis- 
charge his zakah, his wealth will be made into a poisonous, 
bald-headed snake with two black spots (over the eyes), which 


will coil itself around his neck on the Day of Qiyamah and 


then bite the corners of his mouth and say, ‘I am your wealth, 


I am your treasure!’!4 


144 Sahthul-Bukhari, kitab: 45\ chapter: 453) wt Jl Hadith: 1414 
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2. Those who do pay, but without making a proper calculation. 
They pay a little here and a little there until they feel satisfied in 
their hearts that they have fulfilled their duty of paying zakah. 
This attitude is highly disrespectful. When carrying out day-to- 
day transactions, payments and receipts are calculated to the 
penny; how then can a Muslim be so unconcerned in his matter 
with Allah 8? Is it not befitting a believer that he ensures he has 
fully paid his dues as commanded by Allah $8? 


Once a businessman came to see me about some financial 
masa’il. I asked him whether he paid zakah or not, and he re- 
plied in the affirmative. When I asked him how he went about 
it and whether he made any calculations, he replied saying that 
he gave so much zakah in Ramadan that there was no need to 
calculate, as he was convinced that he had given more than 
what was incumbent on him. I asked him to calculate how much 
zakah he had been liable for and compare it with the cheques 
his accountant had made out for zakah payments in the same 
month. It transpired that he had paid only 20% of the actual 
zakah required by Din! 


3 Those who have repented from their past neglect of zakah, per- 
formed tawbah and started paying in the proper manner, but 
without making any efforts to pay off their past deficit. Remem- 
ber, a man’s entire life will be reckoned in the Court of Allah 
48. There is no need to fear; it is the promise of Allah $ that 
whoever spends in His Path, even if it entails emptying his en- 
tire bank balance, Allah & will increase him in wealth. 


= 55, 0% 3g gage ag eee s boo 
HE Ms eN5Ab Ss LBS 5 Os Beak 2G Abts 
..And Allah 3% promises you forgiveness from Himself 


and tremendous bounty; and Allah # is All-Embracing, 
All-Knowing. (2:268) 


If someone does have a backlog of unpaid zakah, he should im- 
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mediately consult the “Ulama so that he can have a truly clean 
record with Allah 48. 


Those whose accounts are totally up to date. From the time they 
reached puberty, they calculated and paid every penny they 
owed in zakah. There is, however, a general misunderstanding 
among many from this category: having paid zakah, which is 
fard, lillah (voluntary charity) is often overlooked. The assump- 
tion is that by discharging one’s zakah, one attains the peak of 
generosity and charitableness as recommended in Islam. The 
Qur’an however draws a distinction between zakah and volun- 
tary charity, and whereas the former is compulsory, the latter is 
a highly recommended accompaniment to it. 


5 het 5 AAs eS e5ath 5 abl Ga) Oe SN Ges 
ONS ALAS eas gra ob ae he IN Sts GD 
toy eM tee ao Ge “ae > oY 7 

BSD Sab La ats CED dscaLlors (23 
...but (a person of) righteousness is that person who believes 
in Allah 4 and the Last Day and the angels and the Scripture 
and the Prophets; and gives wealth, in spite of love for it, to 
kinsfolk and to orphans and the needy and the wayfarer and 


to those who ask, and to set slaves free; and establishes salah 
and gives zakah (2:177) 


Zakah is mentioned as a separate deed after already having 
mentioned spending in charity. Thus, it is clear that zakah and 
voluntary spending are two separate deeds, and a believer can- 
not attain the highest degree of piety and righteousness until 
he spends voluntarily (1illah) from his wealth, in addition to 
discharging zakah. 


ae oo bog 3 on 2% 
5p stehes Bon lS 33 
You shall never attain a high level of righteousness unless 
you spend from what you love. (3:92) 
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31. Make the Most of 
This Ramadan 


Once again, the best of all months, Ramadan, is on the horizon. It 
is a month in which at least one du‘a is accepted daily from every 
Muslim;'*° one optional deed is equivalent to the reward of one 
fard act; and one fard act is rewarded seventy times over.'*° From 
morning to evening and evening to morning, each and every sec- 
ond, Allah # showers His choicest Blessings and Barakah upon 
His servants. 


It is the month in which lies a night (i.e. Laylatul-Qadr) greater 
in virtue than a thousand months.'*’ It is the month in which the 
provision of the believer is increased.'** It is the month in which 
the angels seek forgiveness for the fasting servant,'*? and Allah %& 
and His angels send mercy upon those who partake of suhir.!°° 
Mercy is showered during the first part of this month, forgiveness 
is granted in the second part and the last part brings emancipation 
from the Hellfire.'°' As for the one who kept the fasts of this bless- 


ed month with Iman and in search of recompense from Allah 
152 


all his previous sins are forgiven. 


It is during this month that the gates of heaven are flung open, 
all the gates of Hell are closed and the shayatin are shackled.'* 


145 Musnad Ahmad, chapter: «+ ai er bap ol s- Hadith: 7450 

146 Sahih Ibn Khuzaymah, kitab: ¢\2!| chapter: =) av o) ole) 4% bles Hadith: 1976 
147 Shu‘abul-Iman, kitab: ¢L2\ chapter: ole, 2 ble Hadith: 3608 

148 Sahih Ibn Khuzaymah, kitab: e+! chapter: =| ee 0 ola: 4% ble Hadith: 1976 
149 Musnad Ahmad, chapter: «+ a er bap ol su Hadith: 7917 

150 Musnad Ahmad, chapter: «+ abi oF) Soe he Jl a Hadith: 11086 

151 Sahih Ibn Khuzaymah, kitab: ¢l-2!| chapter: 2) av o) ole) 44 bles Hadith: 1976 
152 Sahthul-Bukhart, kitab: oY! chapter: olny! (+ Ube! ole) ay Hadith: 38 

153 Sahih Muslim, kitab: ¢2\ chapter: ole) <5 (2: Hadith: 1091 
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Allah 4 makes it easy for His servants to acquire Jannah, and 
makes it difficult for His servants to tread paths that lead to Jah- 
annam. 


During this auspicious month we are expected to fast and keep 
control of our base desires so that we may acquire taqwa: a bless- 
ing that leads to success in both worlds. 


O you who believe, fasting has been prescribed for you as it 
was prescribed for those that came before you, so that you 
can become muttaqin. (2:183) 


Through mujahadah, fasting, tarawih and devotion, we will devel- 
op the quality of taqwa and its nur will enlighten our hearts. This 
in turn will make our hearts such that not only will we begin to 
shun the filth of sin, we will also begin to despise it. 


Despite having witnessed the passing of this blessed month 
often, our lives have not yet changed and we continue to lead a 
life of sins because we have not valued this blessed month as we 
should have. Therefore, we need to strive to make this year’s Ra- 
madan a turning point in our lives, as there is no guarantee that 
we will live to see the next one. With this purpose in mind, let us 
ensure we follow these three points: 


1. Abstain from sin. We must resolve to spend the entire month of 
Ramadan without committing even a single sin, and resolve to 
continue the same after Ramadan. 


2. Do not waste a single second. We should make a timetable 
from now; set our times for our daily prescribed practices and 
slowly but surely increase them, e.g. our recitation of the Glo- 
rious Qur’an, dhikr etc. 


3. Make a firm resolution to change your life this Ramadan. Dai- 


aE 
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ly, we should sit and contemplate our past, for at least fifteen 
minutes. In particular, we should think about what we were 
supposed to have done but failed to do, and how many opportu- 
nities were given to us by Allah 4 yet were wasted. As a result, 
we should make plans to improve our future lives. 


In addition, Rastilullah “ mentioned four things we must do abun- 
dantly in the month of Ramadan, two for the Pleasure of Allah % 
and two that we cannot do without. 


1. Recite in abundance the kalimah 40) YI | y. 

2. Seek His Forgiveness through istighfar. 

3. Ask for His Jannah. 

4. Ask for His Refuge from the Fire of Jahannam.'™ 
My late father, Hafiz Ibrahim Dhorat “, taught me a prayer during 
my childhood which encompasses the four things mentioned 
above. He taught me to recite abundantly during the month of Ra- 
madan: 

IN Sys By 55h lg ish Dies aly see db Y\ aly 
There is none worthy of worship besides Allah; I seek for- 


giveness from Allah; I ask You (O Allah) for Paradise, and I 
seek refuge in You (O Allah) from the Hellfire. 


May Allah % enable us all to truly value Ramadan this time round, 
making it the beginning of a new chapter in our lives in which we 
gain His Pleasure and become as He wishes us to be. Amin. 


154 Sahih Ibn Khuzaymah, kitab: ¢l2!| chapter: 2) av o) ole) 4 bles Hadith: 1976 
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32. A Simple Step to 
Success 


As believers, we all have a responsibility to live our lives ac- 
cording to the commands decreed by Allah 4. While some are 
more guilty than others, from time to time we all find ourselves in 
breach of His Laws. 


Whilst advising friends who had joined me in i‘tikaf during the 
last ten days of Ramadan this year,'* a thought came to my mind 
which I felt strongly would be helpful for a believer to keep within 
the bounds set by Allah 48. I would like to share this with my dear 
readers too. 


Rasulullah “ said: 
palate SEY ba} 
Actions are judged on the final outcome (i.e. death).'*° 


In light of this Hadith, every individual should imagine before 
carrying out any action, that this may be his/her final action. If 
we carry out this exercise with full conviction, it will prove suffi- 
cient to keep us steadfast in abstaining from sins and fulfilling the 
Commands of Allah 3. Furthermore, it will improve the quality 
of our good deeds and help us to refrain from sins. Let us take an 
example to understand this better: 


If a person who stands for salah imagines that it could be his 
final action and that he may not get an opportunity to perform 
another salah, he will be able to concentrate to a greater degree 


155 This article was written in November 2007 
156 Sahihul-Bukhari, kitab: ).4! chapter: psd J! Hadith: 6615 
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and develop greater sincerity. When another person, who intended 
to miss his salah out of laziness, imagines that these could be his 
final moments, it will encourage him to perform his salah. 


Whenever an opportunity arises to sin, be it casting lustful 
glances, backbiting, adultery or taking intoxicants, it should be 
imagined that these are one’s final moments. One should ask one- 
self: ‘what if I were to die whilst in this state of sin? Rastlullah 
has said that every person will be resurrected in the condition in 
which he/she died,!°’ so how will I be able to face my Creator?’ 


Insha’ allah, this exercise will prove helpful in keeping us on 
the path of the Pleasure of Allah 4 and keeping us away from His 
Displeasure. 


157 Sahth Muslim, kitab: Wal, Gow tio, Ze!) chapter: Syl ue le all gl pee AI 
Hadith: 2984 
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33. Success in 
Submission 


Memories of Ramadan barely fade before the thoughts of Mus- 
lims the world over are filled with the life of Sayyiduna Ibrahim 
|, the great Prophet of Allah 4 who earned the accolade of being 
‘Khalilullah’, the close Friend of Allah 4. Sayyiduna Ibrahim #4) 
was a prophet who possessed such special qualities that even Nabi 
“= was commanded to follow his way in order to attain success 


both in this world and the Hereafter. 
» 2 2 2% Get 
Weees esuireeapenie 
...90 follow the path of Ibrahim, the upright one... (3:95) 
What enabled Sayyiduna Ibrahim * to gain such closeness to 
Allah 4? What made him so close that Allah # states: 
t 2 > 6 I, ° id ae a° 2 po 2a 
Lion glisberySs cbc GaN edge cesics 
DOAMAN G82 3455 
And only he turns away from the creed of Ibrahim who makes 


a fool of himself. We undoubtedly selected him in this world 
and he will be amongst the righteous in the Hereafter. (2:130) 


el 


The answer, through which he secured enduring success, follows 
in the very next verse. 


3] 


BP, Org 9 7 2 oe? -%9 &2 “R23 
OPM BEAL SE Aha a55ay \53I 
When his Rabb commanded him, ‘Submit,’ he said, ‘I submit 
to the Rabb of the worlds.’ (2:131) 


His resolution and determination were of such a high calibre that 
when commanded to submit to the Will of Allah “, he immediate- 
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ly did so without the slightest reluctance or uncertainty. It was this 
complete obedience to Allah that earned him a lasting legacy in 
the chronicles of Islam. 


His submission was not merely through words: at critical stages 
in his life he proved his submission through his actions. In reality, 
this is the true meaning of being a complete Muslim, i.e. one who 
submits unconditionally to the Will of Allah 3s. 


His journey of sacrifice and submission began at a tender age. 
As a young man he was faced with a choice between his father and 
Allah 4; he sacrificed the support of his father and opted for Allah 
4s. When Sayyiduna Ibrahim | himself reached old age and be- 
came in need of the support of his young son, he was again ready 
to duly obey Allah # and sacrifice his son. 


Submission is a recurring theme throughout the life of Sayy- 
iduna Ibrahim ! and throughout the rituals of hajj. If we consider 
the many injunctions stipulated by Allah 4 over the days of hajj, 


it is hard to comprehend why Allah # has commanded such ac- 
tions. Why must one leave the blessed sanctuary of Makkah Mu- 
karramah for the open plains of Mina? Why must one delay the 
Maghrib salah and perform it with the ‘Isha salah in Muzdalifah? 
Why is one not able to use ‘itr (perfume), a sunnah of Nabi *, 
whilst in ihram? These and many other questions may come to 
mind, but nobody questions them or is concerned with what oth- 
ers may say. This same spirit of obedience to Allah 3% should also 


apply in every facet of our lives. 


The months of hajj repeatedly remind us of our true purpose 
in life; they remind us that our beautiful religion expects us to 
unconditionally submit to the Will of Allah $¢ and not to pick and 
choose what to do. No matter what challenges we face, our objec- 
tive should be to please our Creator, with full confidence that there 


is only goodness in whatever Allah # has commanded. Such sub- 
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mission and the subduing of desires is an easy and simple method 
to acquire everlasting success. 


A pious saint, used to say that Paradise is a mere two steps 
away: with the first, crush your desires and with the second, enter 
Paradise. 


May Allah # enable us all to submit to His Wishes as He de- 
sires us to. Amin. 
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34. Chasing a Shadow 


We all have a choice during our brief stay in this world: we can 
either follow our desires and lose out in the Hereafter, or we can 
follow the Commands of our Creator 4 and go on to fulfil our 
desires in the Hereafter. Allah 4 has promised those who bring 
faith and do good deeds that they will have whatever they desire in 
Jannah; they will be free to follow their desires there, after having 
spent their lives following the Wishes of Allah 8. 


: 22. ge) o-? Paid ee 
CASSIS -BS ag gas 
...and therein will be whatever the souls desire and the eyes 
delight in... (43:71) 


(eb 


Seal says 2 owe sie 2 Mate eet e cee 
©3603 Lal gahscots aC URE gee gch sess 
...Therein you will have whatever your souls desire and 
therein you will have whatever you call for. (41:31) 


Jannah is the place where we will have all of our desires fulfilled 
without ever running out of things to wish for. The dweller of Jan- 
nah will desire something and be given it, then Allah 3 will put 
the desire for a new blessing in his/her heart, which in turn will be 
fulfilled, and so on. New and more pleasurable things will be de- 
sired and enjoyed, and thus the dwellers of Jannah will be happily 
occupied for eternity. 


In this world though, the pursuit of desires will always disap- 
point. Someone who decides to ignore Allah $& and go after his 
desires will make a twofold loss: not only will he be disobeying 
Allah 8, he will suffer the continuous frustration of never actually 
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feeling that his desires have been satiated. 


It is a fact that no one can fulfil his/her desires in this world. 
In contrast to the dwellers of Jannah, the pleasure-seekers in this 
world will try to satiate a desire only to find that it remains unful- 
filled. In some societies, men and women go from partner to part- 
ner looking for the fulfilment of their desires. Despite having the 
freedom to develop and end relationships as they please, if they 
were to be asked after forty years whether they had fulfilled their 
desires with the opposite sex, they would reply in the negative. 
There is no limit to desires: they will persist no matter how far one 
goes to fulfil them. 


Even desires that are addressed lawfully still leave a longing 
in the heart. Take the example of a man who desires a wife: he 
gets married but soon finds that he has a desire to marry again, or 
he may wish another woman was his wife instead. Alternatively, 
take the example of a man who wants a particular model of car: 
once he gets it, he will long for a better model. Desires can never 
be fulfilled in this world; desires will only be fulfilled in one place, 
and that is the Hereafter. 


Seeing as we know for sure that our desires are just not going 
to be fulfilled in this life, we should: 


a. Curb impermissible desires straight away and avoid disobedi- 
ence to Allah 4 and incurring His Displeasure. Someone who 
follows impermissible desires will one day, out of utter frus- 
tration, have to put his hands up and concede that he has been 
chasing a shadow. The wise person avoids disobedience and 
sin by controlling himself from the outset. 


b. Be patient and obedient to Allah 8 in this life, with the firm 
conviction that the true place for enjoyment is the Hereafter. In 
our day-to-day lives we wait patiently for the accomplishment 
of our goals. A person desiring to purchase a house exercises 
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patience for a number of years while he earns, saves and plans. 
He knows that he cannot fulfil this one wish instantly and so 
waits for as long as it takes. Likewise, all worldly wants require 
patience before they are realised, if at all. If we can have the pa- 
tience to wait for five to ten years in this world to have just one 
desire fulfilled and even that without any guarantee that it will 
bring happiness or be as we anticipated, then can we not have 
patience for say fifty years, so that we can see all our desires 
fulfilled in the most complete way in Jannah? 


Our situation is like a child who asks his mother for food while 
she is preparing a great feast. When her child asks for food, she 
refuses, not out of unfairness or cruelty, but because she knows 
that if her child eats now, he/she will not be able to enjoy the deli- 
cious feast being prepared. If the child persists, she will give him/ 
her a little something that will not spoil his/her appetite. Similarly, 
Allah 3% has forbidden us from making our desires our objective 
in this world, so that we do not deprive ourselves of the delights 
of the Hereafter. He has, however, provided us with enough law- 
ful pleasures like permissible food, drink and marriage to tide us 
over until we reach our graves. Only then will our real hunger be 


satisfied. 
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35. Ta‘ziyah 


On 31 December 2007, two members of my family departed for 
the Hereafter within hours of each other. 032—\, ai OF all bi ‘Indeed, 
to Allah we belong, and indeed, to Him we will return.’ 


May Allah forgive them, have mercy on them, grant them 
safety and make their abode in the Hereafter an honourable one. 
May He enlighten their graves and grant them a place amongst the 
Ambiya #!, the siddiqin, the shuhada and the salihin. Amin. 


May He also grant comfort to their loved ones, whom they have 
left behind. And may He grant us all the tawfiq to prepare for that 


inevitable journey. Amin. 


Islam is a way of life, which guides and assists mankind through 
every situation. Even for dealing with moments of grief, Allah 3 
has conveyed instructions through His Nabi #8. There can be few 
instances that cause greater grief than the death of a loved one. Fol- 
lowing the instructions of Rasilullah will help lessen the grief 
and sorrow of the bereaved immensely, and make those who con- 
sole them worthy of great reward. This is done through the sunnah 
of ta‘*ziyah. 


What is Ta‘ziyah? 

Ta‘ziyah means to console, comfort and give solace to someone 
who is suffering grief due to a death. The Islamic concept of ta‘zi- 
yah at the time of someone’ s death is one of consoling the bereaved 
with such words or actions that will remove or lessen their grief. 
The aim of ta‘ziyah is to give strength to the broken-hearted and 
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give them hope at a time when their hope may be waning; it is to 
lighten the load of the bereaved. To say or do things that increase 
or revive their grief is not ta‘ziyah, it is taklif (giving hardship to 
others). 


Virtues of Ta‘ziyah 


There are great rewards for ta‘ziyah. Rasilullah % said: 


aaleall 5p Mal fd AD nS catty Saks OT che 
A Muslim who consoles his brother will be clothed with gar- 
ments of honour by Allah on the Day of Qiyamah.!** 


BSS) BN eS IS oe Uy 
Whoever consoles a bereaved mother will be dressed with a 
(special) garment in Paradise. '*? 


ofl bs ab Ulat cle La 
Whoever consoles an afflicted person will receive the same 
reward (as the sufferer will upon his patience).'° 


When a Muslim is afflicted with a difficulty of any sort, be it the 
loss of a loved one or any other hardship, and he bears it patient- 
ly, then Allah 8% rewards him for his patience. From this Hadith 
we learn that one who consoles an afflicted person receives the 
same reward as the afflicted person receives for his patience. The 
patience exercised by a bereaved person, and consequently the re- 
ward, is obviously great; therefore, the reward of someone who 
consoles the bereaved through the sunnah of ta‘ziyah is also great. 


How to Carry Out Ta‘ziyah 
There are no set words for ta‘ziyah. One should visit the bereaved 


and console them. Ta‘ziyah can also be performed, out of necessi- 


158 Ma‘rifatus-Sunan wal-Athar, kitab: l= chapter: <2! at tes ley 451 Hadith: 7758 
159 Sunanut-Tirmidhi, kitab: | chapter: 4! es 3 Hadith: 1097 
160 Sunanut-Tirmidhi, kitab: st) chapter: ble uj i sls + Hadith: 1094 
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ty, over the phone or by letter. During ta‘ziyah, keep the following 
points in mind: 


a. Encourage patience, reminding the bereaved of the virtues of 


patience. 


. Make du‘a for the bereaved, asking Allah 4 to grant them re- 


ward in return for their loss. A du‘a that can be read is: 


utes abs Belge Godly Hoi AN bei 
May Allah 45 increase your reward, and grant you good con- 
solation, and forgive your deceased.'*! 


In cases where the deceased is a minor i.e. not yet baligh, the 
last part of the du‘a (42) 343) is omitted, as the question of 
forgiveness for a minor does not arise. In such cases, the parents 
should also be reminded that Rasilullah # said that when a 
child passes away in infancy, he/she will intercede for his/her 
parents before Allah 4 and take them into Jannah.'? 


. Make du‘a for the deceased, as this will bring happiness to the 
hearts of the bereaved. 


. Mention the positive aspects of the situation for both the be- 
reaved and the deceased. Sayyiduna Ibn ‘Abbas “ says that at 
the time of his father’s death, a bedouin was able to console 
him as no one else had been able to. The bedouin recited a few 
couplets, the last of which was: 
sans Bat otal ot ys 
Better for you than ‘Abbas is the reward you will receive 
after him; 
and Allah is better for ‘Abbas than you.'” 


161 Mirqatul-Mafatih, part 4, p.193 
162 Sahih Muslim, kitab: CloY\, 45 5) chapter: a8 Uy J oy3 o» Js Hadith: 2724 
163 Ihya ‘Ultimid-Din, part 4, p.131 
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Through these words the grieving son was reminded that al- 
though he had suffered a loss, the gain brought by patience is 
superior to the loss. He was then reminded that his father may 
have lost the company of his son, but he had gone to meet his 
Creator. What is better for Sayyiduna ‘Abbas , being with his 
son or being with Allah $8? 

. The meaning of the verse ‘Indeed, to Allah 4 we belong, and 
indeed, to Him we will return’ should be explained. We all be- 


long to Allah 4, so when He takes one of us away, we should 


not complain. And although we become separated from a loved 
one, it is only a temporary separation, for we will soon be re- 
uniting with them. At the demise of his grandson, Rasilullah “= 
consoled his daughter with the words: 


ties J Rees eee qeat ode 155 «gael la ls odd bs all Ol 
Indeed, whatever Allah takes is His, and whatever He gives is 
His, and everything has an appointed time. So be patient and 
seek rewards.!“ 


For the deceased, it is simply a case of their appointed time hav- 
ing arrived; as for those left behind, it is a time to be patient and 
acquire great reward as a result. 

. Inform the bereaved that you intend to do some optional good 
deeds and send the reward to the deceased. This will please and 
comfort the bereaved. 

. When going for ta‘ziyah do not enquire into the details of the 
illness or circumstances that preceded the death. 


The Time for Ta‘ziyah 


According to the Din, there are only three days for ta‘ziyah, Le. it 


should only be carried out within the first three days after the death 


has occurred. There is an exception for people who live far away or 


164 Sahthul-Bukhari, kitab: gt-\ chapter: ale abel lS jane et Oe coll U8 Hadith: 1294 
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are out of the country or sick, and so are unable to attend within the 
first three days, they may come for ta‘ziyah even after three days. 
The intent of the Din is to allow people to forget their grief, not 
have them sitting around nursing it indefinitely. For this reason, it 
is sunnah for an individual to go only once for ta‘ziyah.'® 


The Fuqaha have written that as soon as the burial has been 
completed, the bereaved should get back into the normal routine 
of their lives. One benefit of this is that it prevents the prolonged 
coming and going of visitors, which only serves to keep the grief 
alive when it should be forgotten.' 


It is sunnah for neighbours or friends to prepare food for the im- 
mediate family of the deceased during their moment of grief. This 
should be done for one day, though it is also permissible to do so 
for the full three days. The objective is to lighten the burden of the 
bereaved and ensure that food is available for them at a time when 
they may be too distraught to keep track of mealtimes.!® 


Sending Reward for the Deceased 


Another important point to remember during the time of bereave- 
ment is isaluth-thawab. This means to perform an optional good 
deed, e.g. tilawah of the Qur’an, tasbth, sadaqah or nafl salah, and 
then to ask Allah 4 to convey its reward to the deceased. When 
hearing of someone’s demise, along with ta‘ziyah, one’s time is 
best spent in isaluth-thawab. Sadaqah (giving in charity) is the best 
way of doing isaluth-thawab, one reason being that by spending 
on something that will be of lasting benefit to people, the deceased 


will earn a perpetual reward.'® 


These points cover the sunnah method of ta‘ziyah. It is a sim- 
165 Raddul-Muhtar ‘alad-Durril-Mukhtar, part 2, p.241 
166. Ibid. 


167 Mirqatul-Mafatih, part 4, p.194 
168 Mirqatul-Mafatih, part 1, p.412 
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ple and effective way of helping those suffering loss. Any other 
practices or customs that are carried out in the name of ta‘ziyah 
are baseless. 
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Allah is sufficient for me. 
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36. Iman and Islam 


What is our objective in life? 


The answer is simple: our objective in this world is to acquire 
the Pleasure of Allah 3s. 


How can we acquire the Pleasure of Allah %? 
Again, the answer is simple: a) accept Iman, and thereafter b) 
submit to the Will of Allah 8. In technical terms, the former is 


known as Iman and the latter as Islam. 


Iman (Belief) & Islam (Submission) 

A person with Iman is known as a mu’min. A mu’min believes 
wholeheartedly, without a shadow of doubt, in Allah 4%, His One- 
ness, His Attributes and everything that has reached him from 
Allah 4 through His Final Messenger, Muhammad *%. His belief 
is firm and he harbours no doubts regarding it. He then proclaims 
his belief verbally: ‘I bear witness that there is none worthy of 
worship except Allah and I bear witness that Muhammad “ is His 
Servant and Messenger.’ By proclaiming the shahadah, a person 
accepts being under the Authority of Allah 4 and His Rasil *. 
He is now a mu’min. 


After Iman comes the second stage, which is Islam: submission 
to the Will of Allah 48. A mu’min, having accepted the Authority 
of Allah 3% and His Rasil “2, must now carry out everything that 
those authorities demand. A number of things now become oblig- 
atory, e.g. salah, zakah and sawm, and a number of things become 
forbidden, e.g. lying, alcohol and adultery. Iman demands action. 
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When a believer submits to the Will of Allah % and carries out all 
that is required of him without hesitation, he becomes a Muslim. 


This complete submission is what the Glorious Qur’an calls 
for: 


“G56 plat BEN Gai git 
O believers, enter into Islam completely... (2:208) 


It is also essential to fulfil the requirements of the whole Din. Of 
the five branches of Din, the first is ‘aqa’id (beliefs) and the re- 
maining four come under the heading of submission. These are 
‘ibadat (worship), mu‘amalat (transactions, such as buying, sell- 
ing, renting etc.), mu‘asharah (social conduct) and husnul-akhlaq 
(good character, such as gratitude, love, mercy and generosity). 


The Eternal Message of Submission 


All the Messengers of Allah $8 were Muslims: they all submitted 
entirely to the Will of Allah 3. And all the Messengers #! called 
people towards Iman and Islam. Perhaps the most shining example 


of submission found in the Qur’an is that of Sayyiduna Ibrahim *'. 


The life of Sayyiduna Ibrahim * is filled with submission to 
the Will of Allah 4. The final messenger Muhammad * has been 
commanded to follow this path of submission, as have we, his 
followers: 


b 23 Sec 
Gat qe abiash 
...90 follow the path of Ibrahim, the upright one...(3:95) 
Even during his last moments, after having lived a life of submis- 
sion and while preparing for the journey to the Hereafter, the im- 
portance of submission was uppermost in the mind of Sayyiduna 
Ibrahim “. The Qur’an recalls how, on his deathbed, he advised 


his children. He reminded them that Allah & 
their religion and urged them to always remain in a state of Islam 


had chosen Islam as 


e104 4 


Iman and Islam 


until they breathe their last: 
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And Ibrahim exhorted his children with the same, as did 
Ya‘qub: “My sons, Allah has indeed chosen the Din for you, 


so do not let death overtake you but that you are Muslims.” 
(2:132) 


We learn from this that we should not just be content with Iman, 
but we should also be in a state of Islam during every moment of 
our lives. We do not know when death will come, so we should 
make sure that we live every moment in submission to Allah & 
in order that we die in a state of submission whenever death does 
come. 


How to Submit to Allah & 
How can we bring submission into our lives? 

Before we can answer this question, let us find out why it is that 
people do not submit to their Creator. The reason is that they sub- 
mit to their nafs (base desires) instead. When a person is in a state 
of submission to his/her nafs, he/she cannot submit to Allah &. 


So in order to bring submission to Allah 4% into our lives, we 


must free ourselves from submission to the nafs. By doing this, 


submission to Allah # will be secured. However, as long as we 
remain in submission to our nafs, we will not be able to submit to 


our Creator. 


The way to free oneself from submission to the nafs is to re- 
member two things in abundance: 


1. Remember that you are not going to live in this world forever; 
a time is going to come when you will have to depart and enter 
your grave. Rasilullah * said: 
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Remember frequently the destroyer of pleasures i.e. death.’ 


The more you remember death, the easier it will be to crush 
your desires and resist the demands of your nafs. 


2. Remember that you will have to stand before Allah % and an- 
swer for every second of your life. Allah 8 says: 
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As for the one who feared to stand before his Rabb and re- 

strained his nafs from (evil) desire, Jannah will be his abode. 

(79:40-41) 
So let us make a firm resolution; from now on we must submit 
ourselves to the Will of our Creator, as the acquisition of His Plea- 
sure depends on it. It may seem a bit difficult in the initial stag- 
es, but Allah 4 will make it easy. Spend time in the company of 
the ‘Ulama and Mashayikh. Stay in good company and stay away 
from people with bad habits and those environments that encour- 
age submission to the nafs instead of Allah $8; and work hard to 
be good Muslims as Allah 4% helps those who strive in His Path. 


169 Sunanut-Tirmidhi, kitab: +»3\ chapter: 5/| 53 sl & Hadith: 2462 
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37. Why Earthquakes 
Occur 


At 12:56am on 27" February 2008, the UK was shaken by an earth- 
quake of such magnitude that it made the headlines. Buildings 
shuddered, furniture shook, and people were awoken from their 
sleep. By morning, everyone was talking about it. 


The largest earthquake to strike the UK in over 25 years was re- 
garded by most people as no more than an exciting incident. Their 
curiosity was satisfied by scientific explanations and their interest 
ended there. They did not see the shaking of the earth beneath their 
feet as an opportunity to learn valuable lessons. 


The question we need to ask is: ‘Why do earthquakes occur?’ 


We can learn a lot about the world around us by using the ‘aql 
(intellect) that Allah # has given us. ‘Aql, however, has its inher- 
ent limitations, and as believers we should not remain content with 
the often incomplete picture of events that it can present. Where 
‘aql reaches its limits, wahy (divine revelation) takes over. As 
Muslims, we should turn to the teachings of our Beloved Nabi #% 
to understand the significance of the recent earthquake. 


Rastlullah “ has declared the cause of earthquakes to be when 
disobedience to Allah $8 exceeds all limits.'’° Whatever the scien- 
tific explanation may be — and there is no need to reject or ignore 
scientific explanations — Allah 4% made the earth shake. Allah %& 
uses physical agencies to bring about physical events in the uni- 
verse, e.g. a child is born as a result of the union of its parents, yet 


Allah % is the Originator; He gives children via the medium of the 
170 Sunanut-Tirmidhi, kitab: .=#) chapter: al) All Ub bed 3 sl b Hadith: 2359 
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parents. Allah 48 may cause an earthquake to occur through the 
means of huge stresses building up at fault lines in the earth’s crust 
or, if He wishes, without it. In either case, it is Allah 8 who causes 
earthquakes. 


Allah % first causes small earthquakes, like the 5.2 quake felt 
in the UK, which do not result in any major harm. They do how- 
ever, affect the hearts of people, causing a moment of fear, awe 
and a sense of one’s mortality. These minor earthquakes can be 
viewed as wake-up calls from Allah %, inviting His servants to 
take stock of their lives and turn to Him in repentance. In this way, 
they are a mercy from Him. It is reported that on the occasion of 
an earthquake occurring in the time of Rasilullah *%, he turned to 
the Sahabah “ and said: ‘Your Rabb wants you to turn to Him in 
repentance, so repent.’!7! 


Allah 4% states in the Glorious Qur’an: 
ee ae a “42 ss Be ter gs ge . ae -f 
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Calamities have appeared on the land and the sea because of 
what the hands of men have earned, that He (Allah 4) may 


make them taste a part of what they have done, in order that 
they may turn back. (30:41) 


ie] 


When people do not take heed of these warnings and continue to 
disobey Allah 4, He may repeat the wake-up calls of magnitude 4 
or 5 before suddenly unleashing a quake of magnitude 8, resulting 
in Qiyamah-like scenes. Whole localities are razed to the ground, 
as if they had never existed. These events are not hypothetical, they 


are happening now, in our lifetime. 
Rasutlullah * foretold that as Qiyamah nears, earthquakes will 
171 Al-‘Uqibat, chapter: elgly obit! OLA! Hadith: 18 
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become more frequent,'” a prophecy we are seeing come true with 
our very own eyes. The reason for the increase in earthquakes fore- 
told by Rasitlullah “ is an increase in disobedience to Allah %. 


When, as a result of excessive disobedience, a large earthquake 
occurs anywhere, the Quranic principle is that everyone, good and 
bad, is afflicted. 
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And beware of a scourge that will not afflict the wrongdoers 
among you only... (8:25) 


Everyone suffers: people die or suffer bereavement, injury, fear, 
financial loss, anxiety and depression etc. The victims of a cata- 
strophic earthquake can be divided into four groups: 


1. Good people who die. They are classified as shuhada (martyrs) 
and will enter Jannah. Their suffering will be a means of elevat- 
ing their status in Jannah. 


2. Bad people who die. Due to their disobedience and unrepenting 
ways, they will be destined for Jahannam. Their suffering will 
be a punishment. 

3. Good people who survive. The calamity is a test for them. By 
remaining patient and content with taqdir and the Will of Allah 
48 they will be rewarded with closeness to Him. 

4. Bad people who survive. The calamity is a warning and admo- 
nition for them to repent and change their ways. 


What We Need to Do 


1. Accept that the earthquake was a result of disobedience to Allah 
48. Each individual should think: ‘Out of all the disobedient 
people, I am top of the list. It was because of me that the earth- 
quake struck.’ 


172 Sahihul-Bukhari, kitab: -=| chapter: oN, SVG é dé & Hadith: 1045 
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. Thereafter, make tawbah and istighfar with sincerity. 


3. When the earth quakes, so does the heart. Treat it as an oppor- 


tunity to rectify your life. Make use of the fear that developed 
in your heart. Think: ‘I commit many sins; what if the earth had 
split and swallowed me up? It is only Allah 4& who saved me.’ 
Thereafter repent sincerely and turn to Allah 3 saying: O Allah, 
forgive me.’ 


. Give sadaqah. Rasilullah * said: 


eh) He 5055 25) Cb oak LI 5) 
Truly, sadaqah extinguishes the anger of the Rabb and pre- 
vents an evil death.'” 
. Having experienced the disturbing effects of a small earthquake, 
try to imagine Qiyamah. What will the mighty earthquakes of 
Qiyamah and the Resurrection be like? 


It is a very serious matter that the land we live on shook; it means 


that so much disobedience is taking place on it that Allah % is 
displeased. We must turn to Allah and do tawbah, istighfar and 
rectify our lives. We should also have concern in this regard for 


those around us. May Allah 48 make this earthquake a mercy for 


us and may it prompt us to change our lives for the better. Amin. 


EB 


173, Sunanut-Tirmidhi, kitab: +54) chapter: S2!\ js (3 cle 4 Hadith: 665 
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38. The Importance of 
Halal Income 


Earning a halal livelihood is very important in Islam. The state of 
a Muslim’s income — whether it is halal or haram - has an enor- 
mous effect on his religious life. 


The energy the body receives through the consumption of halal 
food and drink will be spent in the performance of good deeds, 
and the energy that comes from haram sustenance will be spent in 
haram and impermissible actions. When haram enters the body, 
the tawfiq to do good deeds is removed. The difficulty many peo- 
ple feel in doing good deeds and staying away from bad deeds has 
a lot to do with the state of their income; ensuring a halal income 
significantly reduces this difficulty. 


A great benefit of halal sustenance is that with a little effort 
good deeds become second nature. Halal earnings bring barakah 
to a person’s knowledge and deeds. 


Raswlullah 3 said: 
SAAD a al tay Geel gi abl Oj eb Sy eV eb a Gy 
Allah is pure, and only accepts what is pure. And Allah has 


commanded the believers to do (the same) as He commanded 
the Messengers to do. 


He then recited two verses of the Glorious Qur’ an: 
2 \2- vet? on ae phiney eu G.oeee 
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O believers, eat from the pure things that We have provided 
for you... (2:172) 
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O Messengers, eat from the pure things and act righteously... 
(23:51)!" 


Commenting on this second verse, the Mufassirin have stated that 
eating halal results in the performance of good deeds, and that if a 


person eats haram, he will not be able to do good deeds.'” 


An incident involving two great Imams, Imam Shafi‘i and 
Imam Ahmad “ illustrates how much barakah halal income brings 
to a person’s knowledge and actions. 


Imam Ahmad “ was the student of Imam Shafi‘i &. Once 
Imam Ahmad “& invited Imam Shafi ‘i to his house as his guest. 
When the guest arrived, a meal was prepared. During the meal 
Imam Shafi‘i = was seen to have eaten a lot. The daughters of 
Imam Ahmad “ later expressed their surprise to their father at 
the amount of food Imam Shafi‘i had eaten. In the morning, 
the two Imams went together to the masjid for Fajr. The daugh- 
ters noticed that the water they had left for Imam Shafi‘i =, to do 
wudu for tahajjud, had not been touched! Again, they expressed 
their surprise to their father: their guest had eaten a large amount 
of food, had apparently not woken up for tahajjud and had left 
for Fajr without wudu! Imam Ahmad “ asked his teacher about 
the matters that had caused him concern: the excessive eating (a 
mu’min does not eat so much), failure to wake up for tahajjud (it 
was inconceivable that a person of his status, knowledge and piety 
should not perform tahajjud), and that he had not performed wudu 
before Fajr. 


Imam Shafi‘i & put his student’s mind at ease. He explained 
that when he had sat down to eat, he had seen a ni (radiance) 
descending upon the food and understood it to be due to its pure 


174 Sahih Muslim, kitab: 55% chapter: 23, 4s) Sil» 1) J,3 Hadith: 1029 
175 Ruhul-Ma‘ani, part 9, p.241 
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and halal nature. He thought to himself that the food held such 
barakah that he should eat as much of it as possible, as it would 
lead to barakah in his knowledge and actions. That night, having 
parted from Imam Ahmad * after ‘Isha, he witnessed the barakah 
of his student’s halal income in his knowledge as he did not go to 
sleep at all, rather, whilst sitting on the chair of Imam Ahmad ®, 
a Hadith of Nabi #8 came into his mind from which he derived a 
hundred new masa’ il.!”° 


As mentioned, haram income and sustenance also has its ef- 
fects. The first is that the inclination to do good deeds disappears. 
Despite knowing right from wrong and the importance of doing 
good deeds and abstaining from sins, there is just no inclination 
to do good. The poet Ghalib has captured this condition in the 
following couplet: 


db UF Pal cab x Ais or Ux lb 
I know about the rewards of obedience and zuhd; 
But I just do not feel inclined towards them. 


The second effect of haram is an increase in the inclination to- 
wards disobedience and sin. The third effect is that du‘as and acts 
of worship are not accepted. 


Rastlullah “ described a man on a long journey, dishevelled, 
covered in dust and stretching out his hands in a plea to his Rabb. 
He has so many qualities that would otherwise guarantee his du‘as 
are accepted: he is a traveller; he is forlorn and heart-broken; he 
is holding up his hands in supplication; and he is crying, ‘O my 
Rabb, O my Rabb,’ yet his du‘as are not heard. Rastlullah 3% 
pointed out that as the man’s food, drink and clothing are haram, 
how can his du‘as be accepted?!”’ So from the words of Rasilullah 
“= we learn that even if all the factors that ensure the acceptance 


176 Atharul-Ikhtilaf fil-Qawa ‘idil-Ustliyyah fi Ikhtilafil-Fuqaha, part 6, p.16 
177 Sahih Muslim, kitab: 3553) chapter: ks i ov Bio)! Jy Hadith: 1029 
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of du‘as are present, if a person’s income is haram then his du‘as 
will not be accepted. 


Whether an item of food is halal or haram for a person depends 
not only on its physical nature, but also on the nature of the money 
with which it is purchased. Many people pay meticulous attention 
to ensure the ingredients in what they buy are halal, and rightly 
so, yet give no thought to whether the money they buy it with is 
halal or not. 


Spiritual progress will not occur if our income is not halal; 
therefore, we should pay close attention to how we earn our mon- 
ey. Any form of deception, cheating or dishonesty in earnings is 
haram and not only results in an absence of barakah but also erects 
a barrier to spiritual progress. If we have doubts regarding any 
transaction or source of income, we should err on the side of cau- 
tion. Regarding any doubtful transactions and earnings in the past, 
we should consult the ‘Ulama and resolve any issues as soon as 


possible. May Allah 4 grant us all sustenance that is halal and full 
of barakah. Amin. 
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39. Adab of Janazah 


Our attitude when attending the janazah salah and burial of a fel- 
low Muslim is quite shameful. There is frivolity and noise and 
chatter only moments before burying the deceased, which is the 
first stage of the long journey of the Hereafter. Within earshot of 
bereaved family members, many of us can be found cheerfully 
catching up with old friends and acquaintances. All talk is worldly 
talk and there is little, if any, respect shown to the deceased or 
their relatives. 


During the actual burial, a handful of people are engaged in it 
while the rest are busy passing time. Some even go to the extent 
of chatting on their mobile phones. Can we not even give the de- 
ceased an average level of respect by standing quietly while their 
last act on the surface of the earth is carried out? 


We need to stop and think about the true significance of what 
the janazah and burial entail. For example, if somebody we knew 
was summoned to appear before a court of law, we would remain 
concerned and anxious about the outcome of the proceedings. In 
the case of the deceased, they are about to face questioning by the 
angels of the grave, and their eternal future is to be decided, yet 
amazingly we behave as if we have no concern whatsoever. 


When attending a janazah and burial, we should remind our- 
selves of two important points in order to correct our behaviour: 


1. We should remind ourselves of our own death. When it is 
certain that one day we too will face death, we should reflect 
on how much we have done to prepare for it. A janazah is an 


~ 135 ~ 


Inspirations ~ Volume | 


ideal time to imagine ourselves in the place of the deceased. 
One day it will be our turn to be placed in front of the rows at 
the janazah salah; to be lifted on the shoulders of those people 
among whom, until recently, we used to walk and talk; to be 
lowered into the dark emptiness of the grave; and to have the 
earth slowly cover us up. How apt is the saying: 


O38 piel 5 A Gh UY ele 
O my friend, don’t be fooled by luxuries; 


For life will end and luxuries will disappear. 
Uyake tea GEL seb Bue Ya OS) elas 1 


When you carry the deceased to the grave; 
Know that after him it will be you who will be carried.'” 


This remembrance of death will also help us to curb unlawful 
desires. Rasiilullah “ said: 


SyaSi eg87 OND psa 53 151 
Remember frequently the destroyer of pleasures i.e. death.'” 


How pitiful is our condition that instead of taking advantage of 
this opportunity, we cannot let go of our preoccupation with the 
world. Even when seeing our fellow Muslim leaving the world, 
we do not take it as a warning and a wakeup call from Allah 4. 


2. We should pray for the deceased and recite a portion of the 
Glorious Qur’an or some other form of dhikrullah and send its 
reward for the deceased. The very purpose of the janazah salah 
we have gathered for is to pray for the deceased. He no longer 
has the ability to do any good deeds to benefit himself, so we 
should send for him as much reward as we possibly can. We all 
know our own condition: just how often do we remember our 


178 Ruthul-Bayan, part 5, p.218 
179 Sunanut-Tirmidhi, kitab: +»3\ chapter: 3! 53 sl & Hadith: 2462 
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friends and family after they have been buried? Can we not 
spend the time before the salah and during the burial reciting 
some portion of the Glorious Qur’an or reciting uy JI a) Y as 
much as possible? - 


My late father would always tell me to remember those who 
have passed away, through du‘a and isaluth-thawab. ‘In return,’ 
he would say, ‘Allah %¢ will create people who will remember 
you when you die.’ 


After bearing these two points in mind, we should also try to en- 


sure that all aspects of the janazah and burial are in accordance 


with the sunnah of our Beloved Rasil “8. The following are a 


number of areas in which deficiencies are generally found in our 


society and where attention is needed: 


a. 


Even after the grave is filled and the burial is over, it is pref- 
erable to remain for a short while at the graveside praying for 
the forgiveness of the deceased and praying that they be giv- 
en steadfastness during the questioning in the grave.'*° This is 
also a sign of concern and respect for our brother/sister who 
has departed and is comforting for the bereaved. Unfortunately, 
we tend to become preoccupied with eating arrangements etc., 
which is evident from an announcement regarding food being 
made as soon as the du‘a is over. 


. Many people think that only the kalimah shahadah should be 


recited when lifting or carrying the deceased. This is incorrect; 
any dhikr will suffice. 


. Many people make no attempt to throw soil into the grave and 


do not see it as a virtuous act. In many places machinery and 
the services of non-Muslims are used to fill up the grave. 


. While placing the deceased in the grave, the following should 


be recited: 


180 Raddul-Muhtar ‘alad-Durril-Mukhtar, part 2, p.237 
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In the Name of Allah and upon the way of Rasutlullah.'*! 
e. The body of the deceased should be placed in the grave in such 
a way that the whole body faces the qiblah; it is not sufficient 


to place the body on its back and just turn the face towards the 
qiblah. 


f. It is impermissible for a non-mahram male to look at the face 
of a deceased female and vice-versa. Similarly, while placing 
the body of a female in the grave, a sheet should be used to act 
as a screen.'** This is only required, however, when there is no 
coffin. If there is a coffin then no sheet is needed. 


g. Many people cover the coffin with a sheet with Ayatul Kursi 
written on it. This is disrespectful to the verse of the Qur’an. 
Furthermore, at the time of burial the sheet is wrapped up and 
thrown on the ground without care and respect. 


h. Many people do not do ta‘ziyah properly and simply feel it suf- 
ficient to greet the bereaved straight after the burial. The cus- 
tom of doing mu‘anaqah (embracing) with the bereaved before 
and after the janazah is also groundless. 


i. Often, a close relative of the deceased holds on to the janazah 
and walks with it all the way to the graveside. The Fuqaha have 
written that the sunnah method of carrying the janazah is to 
walk ten paces supporting the front right-hand corner of the 
janazah, then ten paces supporting the back right-hand corner, 


then the front left, and then the back left in the same way.'™ 


My friends, let us try to correct our behaviour and earn the great 
rewards associated with attending a janazah. Rasilullah * said: 
181 Sunan Ibn Majah, kitab: st) chapter: 2) ci!\ Slo) 3 ele b Hadith: 1532 
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Whoever follows the janazah of a Muslim, with Iman and 
the hope of reward, and remains with it until the salah is per- 
formed and the deceased is buried, he returns with two qirat 
of reward, one qirat being equal to (Mount) Uhud. And who- 
ever performs the janazah salah and then returns before the 
burial, he returns with one qirat (of reward).'** 


When news of a janazah reaches us, we should remember that it is 
a right of the deceased that we attend, and when we do attend, we 
should ensure that the occasion is fruitful for the deceased and for 
ourselves by remembering the advices outlined above. May Allah 
48 grant us all the ability to remember death frequently and, when 
our time comes, may He grant us a good death. Amin. 


BLS 


The Fhaper (of all forms) 


184 Sahihul-Bukhari, kitab: oY! chapter: ow! 2+ sles! ¢ 145i Hadith: 47 
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40. A Good Parent, 
a Good Friend 


Shaykh Ahmad ibn ‘Abdil-Qadir Ar-Rimi “ has defined the 
words ‘friend’ and ‘enemy’ in Majalisul-Abrar as follows: 


‘A friend is he who strives to improve a person’s Hereafter, 
even though it may bring worldly loss to that person. 


And an enemy is he who strives to destroy a person’s Here- 
after, even though it may bring worldly benefit to that per- 


son. 7!8 


This principle should be our guide for evaluating friendships. It 
is not the amount of material benefits we gain from a person that 
dictates whether they are real friends, but the amount of concern 
they have for our Hereafter. If a person is concerned with improv- 
ing our Hereafter, to the extent that he is even prepared to see us 
undergo worldly loss rather than suffer loss in the Hereafter, then 
he is a friend. 


Take the example of a businessman who is badly in debt and 
gets the chance to make a lucrative, though impermissible, invest- 
ment and recoup his losses. Those around him can do one of two 
things: fearing the loss that will result in the Hereafter if such a 
transaction is made, they can try to dissuade him from getting in- 
volved in it, even though it will mean he remains in debt. Alterna- 
tively, they can ignore the loss of the Hereafter and look instead 
towards the worldly gain and freedom from debt that the transac- 
tion promises and encourage the businessman to go ahead. The 
former are friends; the latter are not. 


185 Majalisul-Abrar, p.444 
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With this in mind, we should look around us and evaluate who 
our real friends are and who, in light of this principle, are not. 
Thereafter, we should pay attention to what our real friends tell us 
and disregard what others say. Equally as important, is the need 
to consider whether we ourselves are really friends or not to those 
around us. In particular, we need to take a hard look at whether or 
not we are friends to our children. 


Those parents who encourage their children along the path of 
worldly progress while neglecting their religious progress are not 
friends to their children. Even many outwardly religious people 
slip up when it comes to this point. Despite seeing the irreligious 
state of their children, they support their worldly endeavours. 
They give their children support in fulfilling their worldly ambi- 
tions and careers, yet hesitate when it comes to sitting down with 
them and discussing matters of religion. Such parents should think 
how they would react if, instead of being guilty of disobedience to 
Allah 48, their children started disobeying them. In all probability 
they would throw caution to the wind and reprimand them! How 


can a parent rate his/her own rights higher than the Rights of Allah 
49 


Parents need to honestly ask themselves whether they feel any 
pain in their hearts when they see their children living irreligious 
lives. Do they feel any grief knowing that their children do not 
perform salah, the most important rite of Islam after declaration of 
faith? Do they feel the same concern seeing their children failing 
in their duty to Allah 48 as they would do if their children were 
failing at school or college? 


Hidayah (guidance) is in the Control of Allah 4, and only He 
knows how a particular child will turn out, but He has given par- 
ents certain responsibilities. Parents can only be called friends 
of their children if they give priority to their children’s religious 
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needs and if they are willing to accept worldly loss for their chil- 
dren in return for their religious wellbeing. 


On the Day of Qiyamah, parents will be summoned before the 
‘Arsh (throne) of Allah 48 and their sinful children will complain 
that their parents did not teach them about Din or attempt to raise 
them according to Din. The parents will be asked to explain in de- 
tail what they had taught their children and how they had trained 
them. Before that day comes we should give priority to the reli- 
gious upbringing of our children. And this entails reminding them 
of Islamic teachings and manners with kindness and tact from a 
young age. 


Rastlullah “ loved his little grandsons, Sayyiduna Hasan and 
Sayyiduna Husayn “, very much. Despite this, he would not miss 
any opportunity for tarbiyah. Once, Sayyiduné Hasan “ picked 
up a date and put it in his mouth.'*° The date was from the dates 
of sadaqah which were unlawful for the family of Rasilullah # to 
eat. The child was so young that he would not have understood if 
he had been told to spit out the date, or the reason why he should 
not have put it in his mouth in the first place. Rasiilullah #8 took 
the date out of the child’s mouth with his blessed fingers and then 
gently pointed out why he should not have put it in his mouth.!*’ In 
doing so he taught the Ummah an important lesson in how to bring 
up children. Children should be taught right and wrong and good 
manners from an early age, for even if they do not understand at 
the time, when they get older the words of advice that had entered 
their ears and settled in their hearts will serve as a reminder. We 
should not think that ‘they are only children’ and shy away from 
talking to them about Din. Instead, we should make time for them 
and give them the attention they deserve. 


186 Sahihul-Bukhari, kitab: ul s4e\ chapter: Sly wh lS .. Hadith: 3083 
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Parents need to give their children quality time and attention 
and be there for them. They need to provide a loving and affec- 
tionate environment in the home and give them respect and rec- 
ognition. If they do not, then it is only human nature that children 
will look elsewhere for their needs. In search of love they will get 
entangled in unlawful relationships and in search of respect they 
will become gang members. If parents are real friends of their 
children, they will protect them from all these harms and their 
precious du‘as will assist their children in attaining great success 
in the world as well as the Hereafter. 


ae cee 


41. Value Every 
Moment 


have both said: 


eS 


Sayyiduna Abi Darda « and Hasan Basri ® 
tess Ab eH CAS NSS tt CH Ul pal ol 


O son of Adam, You are nothing but days. Whenever a day 
passes, a part of you passes.'** 


A day that has passed will never return. Every morning at sunrise 
the day says: 


Ingh pSGle SA SB eae 2S 28 od Ol f lhe! op 
Whoever is able to do some good should do it, for I will never 
return to you.!*? 


Just think! Our childhood days have passed; for many their youth 
has passed and others have reached old age, waiting only for death 


to come. Allah # says: 


< 


“geese ait Gatés 
Indeed, when the specified time of Allah (the time of death) 
comes, it is not delayed...(71:4) 


Before that time comes, we should make the most of our lives. 
We should resolve that from now on we will not waste a single 
moment and we will spend each second in only profitable ways. 


In order to give practical form to this resolution, there follows 
a number of beneficial points of guidance that are tried and test- 
ed and derived from the teachings of our pious predecessors. We 
188 Shu‘abul-Iman, kitab: JY! 23, 1-3! Hadith: 10663; Hilyatul-Awliya wa Tab- 


aqatul-Asfiya, part 2, p.148 
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should try to familiarise ourselves with them and implement them 
in our lives. 


1. Organise Time 


The first point is to organise your time. Our pious predeces- 
sors were very particular about effective time management, 
for it prevents time being wasted. So make a programme for 
the whole day and night in the form of a timetable and strictly 
adhere to it. At any particular time do only what you have as- 
signed for that time and do not delay anything from its appoint- 
ed time. 


Hasan Basri & says: ‘Beware of procrastination.’ !°° Do not de- 
lay anything until tomorrow, for ‘tomorrow’ is simply a de- 
ception and a diversion. Procrastination is the biggest cause of 
people’s neglect and failure. So make a habit of completing 
every task at its appointed time. In relation to organising one’s 
time, I should also add that when you are confronted by two 
or more options, do the one that is most necessary and which 
promises the most beneficial outcome. 


. Abstain from Futile Activities 


The second point is to abstain from futile activities and pointless 
talk. When we spend time in some permissible but non-benefi- 
cial activity, we argue that it is permissible and therefore harm- 
less. Such thinking is incorrect; a great loss is actually suffered 
because an extremely valuable asset is spent in an activity that 
has no benefit. 


Before doing anything, we have a habit of asking ourselves 
whether it will cause any harm to our worldly life or our life 
in the Hereafter. If the answer is no, we feel there is no harm 
in doing it, even though it may not be beneficial. This way of 
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thinking is wrong. Before doing anything we should ask our- 
selves if it will be beneficial for our worldly life and our life in 
the Hereafter. If the answer is no, we should stay away from it, 
for though it is not harmful in itself, to spend a portion of life 
in an activity that is of no use in the world or the Hereafter is 
in fact a loss. No one would spend money on something that 
brings no benefit. When spending money on something, people 
do not think about its possible harms, what they think about is 
whether it will be of benefit or not. If it does not offer any ben- 
efit, people will not spend money on it. 


We can understand something else from this too: if we have to 
save ourselves from things that do not benefit us, how can there 
be any justification for spending time on things that are harmful 
in this world or the Hereafter? Today, our youth are destroying 
their prospects for the Hereafter and their worldly lives through 
wasting time in many sinful and fruitless activities. 


Sin and disobedience to Allah ¢ 
so save yourselves from them. There is nothing worse than 


& brings harm in both worlds, 


disobedience to Allah 4 when it comes to wasting time. May 
Allah $8 protect us. Amin. 

. Unnecessary Gatherings 

You should save yourselves from spending time in unnecessary 
gatherings; the more you mix with people, the more time will 
be wasted in futile talk. Nowadays, we not only engage in use- 
less and futile talk in our gatherings, we also indulge in major 
sins such as backbiting and slander. During weddings or while 
visiting the bereaved or the sick, people assemble for hours 
on end and waste time in unprofitable talk. Therefore, abstain 
from spending time in gatherings and mixing with people. 


. Safeguarding the Tongue 


When you need to speak and you cannot avoid it, control your 
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tongue. Be brief in your speech and do not speak without ne- 
cessity. Hold fast to the principle, “weigh your words before 
you speak’. The tongue indulges in futility the most, more than 
anything else. By abstaining from unnecessarily mixing with 
people and by engaging in dhikr, the tongue is safeguarded. 


5. Muhasabah (Self-Assessment) 


Fix a time daily and do muhasabah of the past twenty-four 
hours, so you know how your time is being spent, how much is 
being lost and how much is bearing fruit. If time has been spent 
in good activities, thank Allah $8 and ask for the ability to do 
more. If it has been spent in wrong ways, repent and make a 
firm resolution to keep away from such things in the future. 


Insha’ allah, by implementing these strategies, it will help us to 
avoid wasting the precious time that we have been gifted. 
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42. Ramadan —- a Mercy 
for All 


Ramadan is a month of mercy, forgiveness and deliverance from 
the fire of Jahannam. Sayyiduna Salman Farsi narrates that 
once, while addressing the Sahabah “ at the end of Sha‘ban, 
Rasilullah #% said: 
JN 6 Be ely Bake day dy Ul set hy 

...It (Ramadan) is a month whose beginning is mercy, whose 

middle is forgiveness and whose end is freedom from the 

Fire..." 


Generally, people can be divided into three categories: 


1. The muttaqin servants of Allah 38. 


Who are the muttaqin? They are the servants of Allah 4 who 
refrain from disobeying Him, and who, if they do ever commit 
a sin, do not delay in repenting. In this way they remain pure 
and their state is such that if they were to depart from this world 
at any moment, they would go straight to Jannah. 


2. Those who mix good deeds with bad deeds. 


This is the category to which most of us belong. Sometimes 
we are overcome with regret due to sitting in gatherings of the 
‘Ulama and the Mashayikh, or on blessed nights or blessed oc- 
casions and places, and therefore we beg Allah 4 to forgive us. 
In this way, our sins are washed away but then, some days later, 
we relapse and go back to the way we were before. Or it may be 
that we repent from one sin but not from another, e.g. we repent 
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from missing salah but not from lying, or vice versa. In other 
words, we are not consistent when it comes to obeying Allah 4. 


3. Those who are disobedient to Allah %. 


They do not carry out the Commands of Allah $ and when 
they sin, they do not repent. They carry a burden of sin on their 
shoulders at all times and their condition is such that if they 
were to depart from this world, they would go straight to Jah- 
annam. 


The first category, who keep themselves pure and are not in need 
of forgiveness, will find that Allah 4% showers them with mercy 
and bounties right from the very first day of Ramadan. For the sec- 
ond category, it is as if Allah $8 is saying that although during the 
last eleven months they have disobeyed Him for half that time, in 
return for ten days work He will forgive their sins come the elev- 
enth of Ramadan. The third category, those who have done noth- 
ing but wrong, are invited to work for twenty days, and then from 
the twenty-first day Allah will grant them deliverance from the 
fire of Jahannam. 


So it is clear that during Ramadan every category can reap the 
fruits of mercy, forgiveness and deliverance from the Fire of Jah- 
annam. Through the immense Mercy of Allah 4, He has made it 
easy for us to do this. A Hadith describes how Allah 4 helps His 
servants during Ramadan: 


sete ies Sigh CHE oN Sigh 28 bless ale 15) 
When Ramadan comes the doors of Jannah are opened, the 


doors of Jahannam are closed and the shayatin are impris- 
oned.'”” 


This means that the actions that lead to Jannah are made easy and 
the actions that lead to Jahannam are made difficult. It can be ob- 


192 Sahih Muslim, kitab: ¢2\ chapter: ole+) 45 |< Hadith: 1091 
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served that people who never offer Fajr salah outside of Ramadan 
feel no burden in doing so in Ramadan, and people who would 
normally find even two raka‘at of nafl salah difficult, perform 
twenty raka‘at tarawih every night with ease during Ramadan. 


This year we should all make the intention to work hard so that 
before the crescent of ‘Id is sighted, we are included in the list of 
the friends of Allah 4 - the muttagin. I have heard my beloved 
Shaykh, Haji Fariiq , say that as Allah 4 states in the Qur’an: 
‘O you who believe, fasting has been prescribed for you as it was 
prescribed for those that came before you, so that you can become 
muttaqin,’'* we should beseech Him to make us of the muttaqin, 
as that is what He has created this month for. 


We should also hold fast to the following points: 


¢ Abstain from all sins, be they major or minor. 

¢ Do not waste a single second. 

¢ Do as much tilawah of the Glorious Qur’an as possible. 

e¢ Mix as little as possible with others, for the more we get 
together with others, the more we talk; and talk eventually 
ends up becoming sinful, be it in the form of ghibah (back- 
biting), slander, accusations, making fun of people etc. I 
have heard on many occasions from my beloved teacher, 
Hadrat Mawlana Hashim sahib hafizahullah, that Shaykhul- 
Hadith Hadrat Mawlana Muhammad Zakariyya = would 
tell those spending Ramadan with him, ‘eat well, drink well 
and sleep well but do not talk.’ 

¢ Ask Allah # to grant you His Mercy, His Love and His 
friendship. 

¢ Contemplate over the past and make resolutions for the fu- 
ture. 


193 Siratul-Baqarah, verse 183 
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¢ In a Hadith, Rasilullah “ has directed us towards four 
things we should do in abundance during the blessed month: 
recitation of the kalimah tayyibah, asking for forgiveness, 
asking for Jannah and seeking refuge from Jahannam.'”* My 
late father taught me a special formula of du‘a to recite 
abundantly in Ramadan when I was a child back in India. He 
taught me the words: 


ION So Ly S585 Hed) UUUsT aby sades Abi Vy a Y 
There is none worthy of worship besides Allah; I seek for- 


giveness from Allah; I ask You (O Allah) for Paradise, 
and I seek refuge in You (O Allah) from the Hellfire. 


It was only when I learnt this Hadith years later, that I re- 
alised that by teaching me this simple formula, my beloved 
father & was helping me to practise on it. 
¢ During the last precious portion of the night, perform 
tahajjud and then sit in the darkness of your room alone and 
turn to Allah 4, asking for all your needs of this world and 
the Hereafter. 
¢ Ten to fifteen minutes before breaking the fast, forget every- 
thing and just turn to Allah 4% and ask Him to fulfil all your 
needs. 
May Allah 3% make this Ramadan a turning point for us all, and 
may He include us in the honoured group of those who are His 


special friends. Amin. 


I humbly request all readers to also make du‘a for me, my par- 
ents, teachers, Mashayikh, family and associates during the bless- 
ed month. 
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43. Delaying Hajj 


Hajj is one of the fundamental pillars of Islam, and obligatory 
upon every Muslim male or female who meets its requirements 
and who has been granted the capability to carry it out by Allah 
48. If there are no Dini excuses to prevent you from fulfilling the 
obligation of hajj, you should not delay. 


Shaytan’s Ploy 


Every year however, Shaytan whispers the following thought in 
the minds of those who are under an obligation to go for hajj: 
‘I have some important matters preventing me from going this 
year, but I will definitely go next year, no matter what happens, 
and I will absolve myself of this obligation.’ In this way Shaytan 
secures a year’s grace for himself. The following year, just before 
hajj, he will play the same trick again and secure yet another year. 
Shaytan misleads people in this manner right up to their graves. 


It is another cunning ploy of Shaytan that whatever he whis- 


pers to people, he never encourages them to rule out the inten- 


tion of fulfilling any of the Commands of Allah 4. For example, 
someone who has been neglecting salah for years will not think to 
himself that he never intends to perform salah. Similarly, someone 
who indulges in drinking alcohol will never think that he is never 
going to give it up. This is the very condition of many Muslims 
regarding hajj; not for a moment do they entertain the thought of 
leaving this world without fulfilling the obligation of hajj, but on 


the other hand, they never make a firm decision to do it either. 
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The Affection of Rasalullah & for His Ummah 


Being so affectionate, kind and merciful, anything that would 
place his Ummah in difficulty bore heavily on Rasilullah #8. Allah 
48 describes this saa in the Qur’an: 

eit Ns et ae age Bye eacapd aa nania 
re Stee aos peaie 


Surely there has come to you, from your midst, a Messenger 
who feels it very hard upon himself if you face a hardship, 
who is very anxious for your welfare; and for the believers he 
is very kind, very merciful. (9:128) 


3 
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At every juncture, Rasilullah # has tried to save us from harm. 
He “8 has said regarding those people upon whom hajj is fard and 
who have made the intention to go: 


‘aed Asi ai ts 
Whoever intends hajj should hurry!!°° 


This is because even when someone makes the intention to go for 
hajj, Shaytan erects obstacles in his path and whispers all sorts of 
thoughts and worries into his heart. Our Beloved Nabi # warned 
us not to be deterred by these tricks, but to start preparations 
straight away. 


Trust in Allah & 

Everything is in the Control of Allah 4, and when a servant of His 
makes the firm intention to go for hajj, He removes all difficulties 
and obstacles. Some people, misled by Shaytan, worry about their 
children or their parents, while others worry about their business- 
es and earnings. All of this is actually a test from Allah % to see 
whether His servant is prepared to sacrifice everything in order to 
fulfil the obligation he has to Allah 4. If you resolve to make these 


195 Sunan Abi Dawid, kitab: -L\ chapter: ~+! re 3,4| Hadith: 1726 
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sacrifices, Allah # will make your heart firm, grant you courage 
and take over the responsibility of settling all of your affairs. 


Look at the example of the “People of the Cave’ described in the 
Qur’an. A handful of young men were up against an idolatrous 
king and his idolatrous people. There were nothing but obstacles 
in their path of upholding tawhid, yet when they rose to the chal- 
lenge, Allah & strengthened them and protected them: 


ToS slfs i Mes pelbSyzp 515 he Laks 5 
We made their hearts firm when they stood up and said: “Our 
Rabb is the Rabb of the heavens and the earth...” (18:14) 


An Invitation from Allah “ is a Great Honour 


Allah #8 does not invite just anyone to His House; it is a great 
honour to be given the opportunity to visit the sacred cities of 
Makkah Mukarramah and Madinah Munawwarah. If we had true 
love for Allah 4 we would long to visit His House, even if it was 
not obligatory upon us, and we would be prepared to undergo any 
hardship to get there. Those who, despite having the means, have 
not yet received the tawfiq to undertake the journey should be 
concerned about their condition; could it not be that Allah “& is 
displeased with them and so does not want them to be guests of 
His House? Tawbah and istighfar should be made immediately 
in abundance and humility adopted, beseeching Allah # to grant 
them the privilege of visiting the Haramayn. 


Perform Hajj before it is Too Late 


We need to consult the ‘Ulama and Muftis concerning our own 
circumstances to find out if we really do have a Dini excuse to 
postpone going for hajj. People postpone hajj for all sorts of rea- 
sons: some do not go because they want their parents to perform 
hajj first; some wives, who have a mahram available to accom- 
pany them, put off hajj in order to go with their husbands; some 
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husbands wait for their wives, etc. If a person were to die without 
having fulfilled the obligation of hajj, there are dire consequences 
in the Hereafter. Rastilullah has said: 
Utes Ses 9b 355 os oe tas I Shs Ou Dow yy 
yl) Be 455 
Whoever has wealth that will make him reach the hajj of the 
House of His Rabb or as a result of which zakah becomes 
obligatory upon him, but he does neither (of the two), then 
he shall at the time of death beg to return (back to the world 


so that he can have another chance of acquiring Jannah by 
fulfilling the two obligations).!° 


If someone leaves a wasiyyah (bequest) requesting his next of kin 
to perform hajj on his behalf, it is hoped that Allah 4 will grant 
forgiveness once the hajj is performed, but he is still a sinner for 
failing to perform hajj despite having the means during his life- 


time.!?” 


And it is a sad fact that even if a wasiyyah is left, people 
nowadays have so much love for wealth that they are not prepared 
to even spend a pound for the sake of their departed parents. They 
do not have the time or the concern to make the journey, even if 
the money their parents left them is more than sufficient to cover 
the costs. Therefore, each individual should ensure that the obliga- 


tion of hajj is fulfilled at the earliest opportunity. 


May Allah $ grant a safe journey to all those who are going 
for hajj this year and grant them al-hajjul-mabrur (accepted hajj). 
May He guide those upon whom hajj is fard but who have not yet 
resolved to go, and may He grant all the necessary means to those 
who long to go for hajj but are unable to do so. Amin. 


196 Sunanut-Tirmidhi, kitab: | chapter: o,#\ 3), Hadith: 3592 
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44. The Greatest 
Advocate of Racial 
Equality 


The recent US elections culminated in a barrage of headlines an- 
nouncing history had been made and the American Dream was 
alive and well.'*8 The election of the first black president of the 
United States in its two-hundred-year history reassured the public 
that in the Land of the Free, anyone can do anything, even become 
president. The Reverend Jesse Jackson was in tears when the 
country and the world heard the news that the walls were coming 
down and that African Americans in the US were finally taking 
their place as equals with their fellow countrymen. Even during 
campaigning, the dreams of prominent black activists of the past 
had been revisited and extolled. The country over, people shared 
the dream and pinned their hopes on this election being the day 
when, in the words of Martin Luther King Jr, ‘I have a dream that 
my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will 
not be judged by the colour of their skin, but by the content of their 
character.’ 


Dr. King said this some forty years ago, but some fourteen hun- 
dred years previously, Nabi * had not only taught us beautiful 
principles regarding race, but within years, or rather months, had 
gone on to implement them and make the ‘dream’ a reality. In the 
light of historical facts, civil rights and racial equality movements 
have little choice but to recognise Muhammad “4, the Nabi of Is- 
lam, as the most vocal and successful advocate of racial equality. 


Racial equality is a fundamental principle of Islam, set in stone 


198 This article was written in December 2008. 
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in the Glorious Qur’an and the words and actions of Nabi #8. Allah 
4S states: 


- 159 


- ae Bo ye 3 58 g Ae og 51 8 ry 2 ohy 
SUS 5 pak Chas 5 t5 (5 Gs ACE OLN Ll 
a a ee) Oe Skee Moos Z 2 ag? 8 oe 
nS tesa) sCal abide sCapeat Gs asks 


O mankind! We have created you from a male and a female 


(i 


and have made you into peoples and tribes so that you may 
know one another (not that you may despise each other); tru- 
ly, the most noble among you before Allah are those with 
the most taqwa; indeed, Allah is the All-Knowing, the All- 
Aware. (49:13) 


This verse was revealed on the day of the Liberation of Makkah 
Mukarramah. When the time for salah drew near, the question 
arose as to who would call the adhan. Sayyiduna Bilal , an Ab- 
yssinian, was conferred the honour of being the first person to call 
the adhan in the sacred city. In accordance with the instructions of 
Nabi “8, Sayyiduna Bilal climbed onto the roof of the Ka‘bah 
and called the adhan. A member of the Quraysh, who had not yet 
accepted Islam, remarked that it was a good thing his father was 
not alive to witness this wretched day, while another said, ‘Could 
Muhammad not find anyone other than this black crow to call the 
adhan?’ Sayyiduna Jibra’il %! informed Nabi 2 of their conver- 
sation and they were summoned and questioned. They admitted 
to what they had said, after which Allah 3 revealed this verse.!”” 


Throughout his life, Nabi #8 nurtured his followers to under- 
stand and embrace racial diversity. He would remind them: 
sp ALES OSGI ANA Se od LH) 


You are neither better than a red (white) person nor a black 


person, unless you surpass him in piety.°” 


199 Al-Jami* li Ahkamil-Qur’an, part 16, p.341 
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On another occasion he said: 


LENS SSE DN FRE EG SI RS Dy Jas Y al Of 
Allah 8 does not look at your faces nor your wealth, but 
looks at your hearts and your actions.””! 


He also declared: 


J A EV tls Su 8 ets Gd 
aol Ne ShN NG Sg oI le eel YG Ze le Zora VG ene 

ssBy 
O people, know that your Rabb is One and your father (Adam 
#1) is one. An Arab has no superiority over a non-Arab, nor 
does a non-Arab have any superiority over an Arab; a red 
(white) person has no superiority over a black person, nor 


does a black person have any superiority over a red (white) 
person, except by virtue of taqwa.7° 


Taqwa i.e. being watchful of one’s thoughts and actions and shun- 
ning every sin, is the noblest character trait. In this way, the ‘con- 
tent of character’ is the true measure of worth and superiority rec- 
ognised by Islam. 


This criterion has been employed throughout Islamic history, 
resulting in people from different racial minorities holding high 
ranks and being remembered to this day with love and reverence 
and regarded as authorities. Who better to illustrate this than Sayy- 
iduna Bilal , who was of a dark complexion and very beloved 
and close to Nabi #. Sayyiduna Bilal , an ex-slave from Abys- 
sinia, is fondly remembered by the Ummah as the mu’adhdhin of 
Rasilullah #8. Sayyiduna ‘Umar “ revered him so much that he 
used to say about him, ‘Sayyiduna Abi Bakr is our master and 


201 Sahih Muslim, kitab: IN, aay 3\ chapter: .. ey pLo!l lb mp3 Hadith: 2646 
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he freed our master (i.e. Sayyiduna Bilal 2).’?° 


Sayyiduna Usamah ibn Zayd “ was also loved very much by 
Nabi “8, as was his father, Sayyiduna Zayd “. Nabi “ is report- 
ed to have said about Sayyiduna Usamah # and his father, ‘He 
(Sayyiduna Zayd “) was amongst the most beloved people to me, 
and he (Sayyiduna Usamah “) is amongst the most beloved peo- 
ple to me after him.’*“ His mother was Sayyidah Barakah &,?° 
an Abyssinian, and he shared her dark complexion. He was giv- 
en a position of great responsibility by being made a command- 
er-in-chief over Muslim forces that contained eminent Sahabah 
“> like Sayyiduna Abi Bakr “ and Sayyiduna ‘Umar #.?° This 
was an embodiment of the principles of racial equality taught by 
Nabi #8. 

There are many other examples that can be mentioned of peo- 
ple whose skin was of a dark complexion, yet the Muslims did not 
judge them by their colour, but by the content of their character. 


America’s choice of a black president can be seen as a hope- 
ful sign that racial discrimination is declining in the country, yet 
there is still a long way to go before Dr. King’s dream becomes 
a reality. The claims of the Land of the Free will continue being 
tested until the day comes when the creed and colour of the White 
House incumbent, whether white or black, Christian, Hindu, Jew, 
Sikh or Muslim, becomes a non-issue. Only when the standard set 
by Nabi 8 is reached, will we able to say that racial equality has 
been achieved. 


203 Sahihul-Bukhari, kitab: rer ¢ Nt) eo) 442) chapter: ...cly re J& t+ Hadith: 3742 

204 Sahithul-Bukhart, kitab: al ov 4bevall chapter: prleey ale alt ue col Sy Bye op kj le 
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45. The Promise of 
Success 


When inviting people to Islam, Rasilullah *% used to say: 


Ws2ebs QV ay VY glss 2th i & 
O people! Say: “There is no deity but Allah,’ you will attain 
success.”"7 


This promise of success does not mean that a person will get all 
that he wants, here in this very world, when he accepts Islam and 
becomes a mu’min. Rastlullah “ has not promised that; what he 
“8 has promised is that a person will ultimately attain success, 
a success after which there is no failure. One way success may 
manifest is in the Hereafter only and not in this world. Another 
manifestation is success in this very world followed by success in 
the Hereafter, though it will be after undergoing difficulties. This 
principle is the same whether we look at things from the perspec- 
tive of the individual or from a collective perspective. 


In fact, if we look carefully at the Qur’an and the Ahadith, we 
find that those who accept Iman will be put through tests and tri- 
als. Coming through those trials with patience and trust in Allah 
‘4S and His Decree is a sign of ultimate success. Therefore, during 
hardships and oppression, we should not become agitated and 
fearful. Allah $8 says: 


9 904 » 2 


2 gee ee Sen a wc ae agp er ee 
Os WAS GAN 84 AGG UD 5 dash yous Ot} RLS UI 
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a 


ee TR ane en a ne 
BBV SOV abl ie rea dace lial 


Do you think that you will enter Paradise while you have not 
yet been faced (by difficult circumstances) the likes of what 
those who came before you faced? They were afflicted by 
hardship and suffering, and were so shaken that the Prophet, 
and those who believed with him, started saying: “When will 
the Help of Allah come?’ (Then they were comforted by the 
Rasul who said to them:) ‘Behold, the Help of Allah is near.’ 
(2:214) 


> Bho 29229 mele ony Bye 
OD SD OPABY 2 LLANES 


edt 


Alif-Lam-Mim. Do people think that they will be left (at ease) 
only on their saying, ‘We believe’ and not be put to test? In- 
deed, We did test those who came before them... (29:1-3) 


Once, when asked by the Sahabah “ to pray for an end to the 
hardships they were going through at the hands of the idolaters of 
Makkah Mukarramah, Rasilullah “= reminded them saying, 


GS TAS oN 3 SS OEY ASS 3 OT 1S 
sash) bush biats tiles Je ah Ue oY edly 

wp Lo UNS SLs US caskets ad 045 
Among those who came before you, a man would be seized 
and a pit dug for him. He would be placed in it, then a saw 
would be brought and put on his head, and he would be sawn 
into two halves. His flesh would be combed with iron combs 


and removed from his bones. Yet, none of that would make 
him leave his Din...?°° 


Hikmah behind Hardship 
There is much hikmah (wisdom) behind these trials. Allah $8 says, 


208 Sahithul-Bukhari, kitab: «SY! chapter: 4S) Ke olsglly ally CI) jk! ¥» Hadith: 6949 
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If you have received a wound, they have received a similar 


ie 


wound. We bring around such days in turns among the peo- 
ple, so that Allah may know those who believe, and so that 
He may pick some of you to be martyrs - and Allah does not 
like the unjust - and so that Allah may purify those who be- 
lieve and eradicate the rejecters. (3:140-141) 


From this verse we learn something of the Divine Wisdom behind 


afflictions, adversities and trials: 


1. Through undergoing hardships patiently, the true believers are 


distinguished and known. The path of Iman is a path of love; 
when someone declares the kalimah, he declares his love for 
Allah %. The path of love is full of tests, through which the 
lover’s claim is tested. For those who claim to be believers, tri- 


als and adversities have the effect of separating the wheat from 
the chaff and ascertaining those who are true in their claim of 
loving their Creator. 


. Through adversity, some people can attain the rank of shahadah. 
If trials and tribulations were never to come, how would any- 
one ever achieve the status of shahadah? 
. In return for undergoing hardships in this world, people are 
purified of their sins. Rasiilullah “ said: 


LESS ale Ly UN AS VB HE CI eel let by 
L455 ae 


There is no Muslim who suffers a difficulty, be it the prick of 


a thorn or greater, except that due to it Allah pardons his sins, 


just as a tree sheds its leaves.?” 


209 Sahihul-Bukhari, kitab: =!) chapter: Ye Je! 3 cls! ok Util Lei Hadith: 5647 
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4. Oppressors eventually bring destruction on themselves by their 


own hands. When people are oppressed by those who reject the 
truth, the Chastisement of Allah ¢ 


& descends upon them. 
Some other wisdoms are: 


¢ Through times of hardship a person has the chance to exercise 
sabr (patience). The reward for sabr is such that Allah # will 
reward the patient ones personally. Through patiently bearing 
hardships, one’s status in Jannah is elevated and his reward in 
the Hereafter is increased. Rastlullah # has said: 


Asse SF igh etd AT est Ge dated pp satel Jal 3 
sylidy Gu 3 625 ee 

On the Day of Qiyamah, when the people who lived life in 

safety will see the reward given to the people who suffered 

hardships, they will wish their own skins had been cut up 

with scissors in the world.*!° 

¢ During times of hardship, people turn to Allah 48 and develop 
a closer bond with Him and acquire His nearness. 


¢ Itis only during adversities that you can recognise who is a real 
friend and who is a hypocrite. 


What You Can Do 


When witnessing Muslims suffering at the hands of others, we 
should not become agitated or scared, nor should we despair. Ul- 
timately, our belief is that Allah $8 will grant success to the be- 
lievers. 


What we should have is concern, worry and sympathy for the 
afflicted, the demands of which are that we should do whatever we 
can to alleviate their suffering, while at all times remaining within 
the limits set by the Din. Practical steps include: 


210 Sunanut-Tirmidhi, kitab: +*3\ Hadith: 2567 
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1. Tawbah and istighfar. This means that we should contemplate 
over our lives and realise that disobedience to our Creator is 
also a cause of trials and tribulations happening in the world. 


Therefore, we should sincerely beg Allah 3% for forgiveness 
and repent, firmly resolving never to commit any sin ever again. 
The spiritual and material benefits of tawbah and istighfar are 


immense. 


Rasulullah said: 


EB ph US bop EE ste IS Ue dl Al Jae jl YI 6) & 

iV ES by 855 
Whoever holds fast to istighfar, Allah creates a way out for 
him from every difficulty and grants him relief from every 
worry and provides him sustenance from sources he cannot 
even imagine.!! 

2. Adopt taqwa. After doing tawbah, we should maintain a life 
free of sin, a life in which we are constantly mindful of the 
Commands of Allah 8 and are careful never to commit any 
sins. The essence of taqwa is to avoid any disobedience to 
Allah $. Like tawbah and istighfar, taqwa brings Divine Help, 
ease and rewards. Allah 4 promises: 


3 o- gh > oe Ok Ggoe - 
E520 ja abl 5645 


Whoever fears (disobedience to) Allah, He brings forth a way 
out for him. (65:2) 


N58 ol G2 SRS abl GB O25 


2 


O30 


And whoever fears (disobedience to) Allah, He brings about 
ease for him in his affair. (65:4) 


Q\AN apes ds BG ahi gi25 
And whoever fears (disobedience to) Allah, He will write off 


211 Sunan Abi Dawid, kitab: 5+) chapter: ji 3 Hadith: 1511 
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his evil deeds, and will give him a huge reward. (65:5) 


3. Du‘a. Du‘a is a weapon for a believer. Rasilullah * said: 


lB abl She SHS Us oS hay OG ee Abs ste Sy 
Du‘a benefits (a person) with regards to what has already be- 


fallen, and with regards to what has not yet befallen. So hold 
fast, O servants of Allah, to du‘a.?!” 


se Y\ teal Sy 
Nothing can ward off something that has been divinely de- 


creed except du‘a.?" 


We should pray to Allah # with complete conviction that He 
will accept our du‘as. We should not only pray once or twice 
when a calamity befalls, but consistently over and over again, 
for as long as it is needed. 


4. Give sadaqah. Rasilullah “ is reported to have said: 
wiheg Y esd O6 Boy ys 
Hasten in giving sadaqah, for tribulations cannot get past 
sadaqah.?'* 
5. Staying within the confines of the law of the land and within 
the limits of the Din, we should do all we can to apply political 


pressure to bring an end to the suffering. Petitions, lobbying, 
demonstrations etc. are ways of doing this. 


6. Make as much charitable donations as you can, in order to help 
the victims meet their basic needs. 


May Allah #& grant relief to all those suffering throughout the 
world from any type of calamity and hardship, and grant us all the 
ability to assist them. Amin. 


212 Sunanut-Tirmidhi, kitab: —\,5“i Hadith: 3844 
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46. The Destroyer of 
Pleasures 


Our stay in this world is temporary and sooner or later we will have 
to return to our permanent abode in the Akhirah. There can be no 
comparison between the life of this world and the life of the Akh- 
irah. The duration of our stay in this world, be it sixty or seventy 
years, is utterly insignificant and a drop in the ocean compared to 
our stay in the Akhirah, even if a person were to be granted a long 
life and every conceivable pleasure in this world. Allah 3% says: 


BIN eh sores 
So, (remember that) the enjoyment of the worldly life is but 


5 


trivial in (comparison with) the Hereafter. (9:38) 


Allah “& also commands his Rasil #2: 


A ydtsisets Luke $s 
..say: “The enjoyment of the world is but a little, and the 
Hereafter is better for those who have taqwa.’ (4:77) 


The Akhirah will be far better, but only for those who will find en- 
joyment there i.e. those who adopt taqwa, who suppress their base 
desires and who abstain from every disobedience to Allah % in this 
world. As for those who will be thrown into the Fire of Jahannam 
for disobeying Allah 38, there will be no enjoyment for them and 
the worldly life will be better for them. Rastlullah % has said: 


SS) Ee yp BB Bu 
The world is a prison for the believer and Paradise for the 
disbeliever.?'° 


215 Sahih Muslim, kitab: #&4\, +») Hadith: 3076 
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One interpretation of this Hadith is that even if a believer were 
to be given every pleasure and comfort in the world and be saved 
from even the slightest grief, when compared with what he will 
receive in the Akhirah, it will be like having stayed in a prison, 
devoid of any luxury. And for a disbeliever, the severity to come 
in the Akhirah will make his time in the world, no matter how un- 
pleasant and full of grief it may have been, seem like having been 


in Paradise.”!° 


So the Akhirah is better for those who: 


1. Control their desires, and by doing so, 

2. Adopt taqwa. It is only possible for someone to have taqwa if 
they are able to control their desires, for taqwa means to abstain 
from every sin, be it major or minor. After adopting taqwa a 
person is able to, 

3. Prepare for the Akhirah. And he who prepares for the Akhirah, 
knowing that it is far better than the world, is in reality an intel- 
ligent person. Rasilullah “8 said: 


ial we by Ln Ob bs BSI 
The clever one is he who subjugates his nafs and works for 
what is to come after death...7!’ 


The Key Question 
So suppressing the base desires is the key to success in the Akhi- 


rah, but how can this task be made easy? 


The answer is given by Rasilullah “ in a Hadith: 
Syl as oily sta 3 ips 
Remember frequently the destroyer of pleasures i.e. death.*'® 


216 Lam ‘atut-Tanqih, part 8, p.397 
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Remembering death frequently is the way to control desires. When 
we think about our inevitable death, a certain fear is created in our 
hearts. When this happens we should not push that fear aside, for 
it is the very thing we need to enable us to crush our impermissible 
desires. It is a sign of intelligence and foresight to remember death 
often, as explained by Rastlullah “& when asked who is the most 
intelligent and cautious person: 


OS) oyall S35 GS ofa dass] Ratly 5a WSs AS 

ae Balj BAN Cay ky NYS cop 28 
Those who remember death most frequently and who prepare 
the most for death before it comes. They are the clever peo- 


ple. They have taken away with them the eminence of this 
world and the honour of the Hereafter.*!” 


Remembering Death 


Each individual should take out some time daily to remember 
death, anything between five to fifteen minutes. If this is not pos- 
sible due to negligence or a busy schedule then you should take 
out at least fifteen minutes per week to remember death. The eas- 
iest way to ensure punctuality is to fix a day and time, e.g. fifteen 
minutes every Friday before going to sleep. 


Go into a secluded place where you will not be disturbed during 
the darkness of the night, and think about your departure from 
this world. Convince yourself that a day will come sooner or later 
when you will have to depart and it will be sooner rather than lat- 
er. Try hard to convince yourself. Shaytan and the nafs try hard to 
make us defer the inevitable in our minds, prompting us to think, 
‘T’m still young; it’s my belief that death can come at any time, to 
the healthy or the sick, but in my case it will be after many years.’ 
We are subconsciously prevented from accepting that it can hap- 


219 Al-Mu‘jamul-Awsat, Hadith: 6488 
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pen to us, for if we did accept it, we would not commit sins. Only 
that person continues sinning who believes firmly that he is not 
going to die soon. 


And because death can come suddenly, we need to ask our- 
selves whether we have made any preparations for that moment. 
Rasilullah has said: 


gle Se a De ae IS bax 


Every person will be resurrected in the state in which he 
died?" 


Ask yourself, “What if I were to depart now? I am currently in- 
volved in many sins and still have to repent. What if death strikes 
at this very moment? Am I in a position to face Allah $8? What 
if the angel of death were to arrive while I am deriving pleasure 
through sins like gazing with lust at a non-mahram or committing 
fornication? How will I face Allah 48?’ 


Then go into the world of imagination: you are on your death- 
bed and all that you have are your good and bad deeds. No one can 
save you, not even loved ones, relatives, friends or doctors. The 
time to depart is here and because of your sinful life, the angel of 
death has come with angels who will take you to Sijjin, where the 
souls of the people of Jahannam are taken, not to ‘Illiyyin, where 
the souls of the people of Jannah are taken. 


Thereafter, imagine you are being washed and shrouded, taken 
to the grave and lowered into it. Ask yourself that when you are 
left in the darkness of the grave, will it become spacious or con- 
stricted? Will it become a garden from the gardens of Paradise or 
a pit from the pits of Jahannam? Will you have enough good deeds 
to save you from the snakes and scorpions of the grave? When you 


220 Sahih Muslim, kitab: uly yaw te, Zou) chapter: oy) ue dle all shN pee 
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are subjected to the questioning of the grave will you be able to 
answer correctly? Will the interrogating angels treat you kindly or 
harshly? 


And how will your reckoning be on the Day of Qiyamah? Will 
you be given your Book of Deeds in your right hand or your left 
hand? Will you have enough good deeds to enable you to cross the 
Bridge of Sirat? 


If you sit in the darkness of the night and ask yourself these 
questions, I assure you that you will repent there and then, for it 
is the promise of Rastilullah “ that frequently remembering death 
helps suppress unlawful desires. And once you can suppress your 
desires, you can adopt taqwa and attain the everlasting success of 
the Akhirah. 
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47. A Clear Proof 


POAC Sn seh 
Indeed, We have sent down the Dhikr (the Qur’an), and in- 
deed We are its Guardians. (15:9) 


In this verse, Allah 8% proclaims that it is He and He alone who has 
revealed the Glorious Qur’an to mankind, which means it is His 
Word. This claim is followed by a proof to validate it, that Allah 
48 Himself is its Guardian and Protector. When Allah # protects 
something, nothing and no one can ever interfere with it, so the 
continual preservation of the Qur’an is a proof that it is the Word 


of Allah 4. There are many other proofs of the divine origin of 
the Qur’an, including its i‘jaz (inimitability) which makes it im- 
possible for mankind to invent even a single verse to match the 
Qur’an in its perfection. However, the preservation of the Qur’an 
is a proof that even a child can understand. 


221 


1,430 years have gone by~"' and it is still plain for everyone to 


see that not a single change has occurred in the Qur’an. To fulfil 
the promise of protecting the Qur’an, Allah 4% has created a com- 
prehensive system consisting of scribes who accurately copy the 
text; Huffaz who accurately memorise its words; Qurra who pre- 
serve its correct pronunciation and mode of recitation; and Mufas- 
sirin, Muhaddithin, Fuqaha and ‘Ulama who protect its meaning 


and message. 


Non-Muslim experts also acknowledge that despite the passage 
of fourteen centuries, it has not undergone even the slightest alter- 


221 This article was written in March 2009. 
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ation, not of a single letter or harkat (diacritical mark). 


It is obvious that a very powerful being must be safeguarding the 
Qur’an for it to have been preserved over so many centuries. 


The Protected Book 


‘Allamah Qurtubi @ narrates an interesting story about the pres- 
ervation of the Qur’an. Once a stranger attended one of the de- 
bates that the ‘Abbasi Khalifah, Ma’min Rashid, used to hold at 
his court. The man spoke eloquently during the debate, and after- 
wards Ma’mun summoned him. Sensing that he was not a Muslim 
he asked him whether he was a Jew. The man replied that he was. 
Ma’ min then invited him to embrace Islam and, as a test, offered 
him incentives for doing so. However, the man preferred to keep 
his religion, the religion of his forefathers. 


A year later, the same man attended the court of Ma’miun as 
a Muslim and spoke learnedly on Islamic jurisprudence. After- 
wards, Ma’min called him and asked him if he was the same man 
who had come the year before. He replied that he was, and upon 
being asked how he had become a Muslim he told his story: 


‘After I had left the debate the previous year, I decided to ex- 
amine the different religions. Being a good calligrapher I made 
three copies of the Tawrat, making some additions and omissions 
in the process. I took the copies to the Jews and they bought them 
from me. I then made three copies of the Injil, again making some 
additions and omissions, and took them to the Christians, who 
bought them. Then I did exactly the same with the Qur’an and 
took the copies to the Muslims. They checked them and when they 
noticed the additions and omissions, they discarded the copies and 
refused to buy them. I realised then that this was a protected book, 


and that was how I came to embrace Islam.’?”” 


222 Al-Jami‘ li Ahkamil-Qur’an, part 10, pp.5-6 
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A Clear Proof 
Enthusiasm for Memorising the Qur’an 


The preservation of the Qur’an is a great miracle and the means 
Allah 4 employs are also amazing. Parents who encourage their 
children to memorise the whole Qur’an are aware of the rewards 
they and their children will receive for doing so, but the children 
themselves are not. If you were to ask the students of a typical 
hifz class what the rewards for memorising the Qur’an are, the 
majority would not be able to reply. Despite this, the desire Allah 
4s places in their hearts to memorise the Qur’dn is such that very 
few, if any, would dream of giving it up. 


Wherever you go, you will see that there are never enough hifz 
classes and that they are always oversubscribed. Just think: what 
power is there that is keeping our children committed to memoris- 
ing the Qur’an? There are countless other well-known good deeds 
that promise great rewards, yet people do not adhere to them with 
such commitment and dedication as to memorising the Qur’an. 
Allah # Himself puts the love of memorising His Word into the 
hearts of young people. 


Nowhere in the whole world will you see classes full of chil- 
dren memorising a book that they do not understand. It is a mira- 
cle of the Qur’an that people are able to learn a whole foreign al- 
phabet and how to read in a foreign language without also learning 
to understand the language, and then to memorise a whole book 
in that language, and then to keep it in their memories for the rest 
of their lives. 


Remarkable Huffaz 

Throughout history there are examples of people who memorised 
the Qur’an at a very young age and also in a very short time. Ibn 
Labban “ memorised the whole Qur’4n in just one year, remark- 
able in itself, but even more amazing is that he completed his 


wAT3 x 


Inspirations ~ Volume | 


memorisation at the age of five!””? Hafiz Ibn Hajar Al-‘Asqalani 
became a Hafiz by the age of nine and at the age of twelve led 
the tarawih salah in Al-Masjidul-Haram.™ Ibn Shihab Az-Zuhri 
 memorised the whole Qur’an in eighty days.” When Imam 
Muhammad “ went to study under Imam Abi Hanifah , he was 
asked whether he had memorised the whole Qur’an or not, for ad- 
mission to his classes was conditional on being a Hafiz. He replied 
that he had not, but his desire to acquire knowledge was so great 
that he returned after just one week and told Imam Abi Hanifah 
that he was now a Hafiz!?6 


Connect Yourself to the Qur’an 


After learning something of the miraculous nature of the Glorious 
Qur’an, we need to take some practical steps to connect ourselves 
with it: 

1. Connect yourself to the Qur’an by reciting it regularly. Recite 
one juz daily, or if that is not possible then half a juz or a quar- 
ter, but recite daily. If the remembrance of Allah 4% in its var- 
ious forms such as tasbth, tahmid, salat ‘alan-Nabi, du‘a etc. 
are compared to individual ‘vitamins’ that are beneficial to a 
person’s spiritual health, the Qur’an can be likened to a multi- 
vitamin, for it contains them all. 


2. Attend tajwid classes in your locality in order to learn how 
to recite the Qur’an properly, as it is one of the rights of the 
Qur’an. 

3. Attend the durtis (lessons) of the Qur’an delivered by the 
‘Ulama in your locality in order to understand the message of 
the Qur’an. 

223 Al-Hiyal fil-Figh, p.36 

224 An-Nukat ‘ala kitab Ibnis-Salah, p.36 
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226 Bulighul-Amani fi Siratil-Imam Muhammad ibnil-Hasan Ash-Shaybani %, p.605 
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A Clear Proof 


4. Practise upon the teachings of the Qur’an. 

5. Spread the beautiful message of the Qur’an. 

6. Respect the people of the Qur’an, 1.e. the Huffaz, Qurra and 
‘Ulama. Refrain from disrespecting them and talking ill of 
them at all costs. Sayyiduna Abi Darda “ has said: 


wastes 6 hsb oS of dial yb see bi cla ip 
Search for ‘ilm. If you are unable to, then have love for the 
people of ‘ilm. And if you cannot have love for them, then (at 
the very least) do not entertain hatred for them.””’ 


May Allah # grant us love for the Qur’an, an affinity with it and 
the ability to memorise it, recite it in the proper manner, under- 
stand it and act according to it. Amin. 
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48. Ta‘lim and 
Tarbiyah 


Children are a Blessing 


Being gifted with children is a great blessing from Allah 38. For 
any blessing we receive we need to do shukr, i.e. be grateful to 
Allah $8. True shukr requires the following: 


1. Realise the blessing is the result of the Grace of Allah and 
that it has come to you without your being deserving of it. 


2. Acknowledge gratitude in your heart and mind and express it 
verbally as well. 

3. Use the blessing in the way Allah $8 wants you to and observe 
the rules and limits He has set for it. 


As with all blessings, Allah #& has set rules and limits regarding 
the blessing of children too, e.g. when to be lenient, when to rep- 
rimand, what to teach them, what to keep them away from etc. 
Following these rules when dealing with children is called ta‘lim 
and tarbiyah. 


Giving children correct ta‘lim and tarbiyah is a major responsi- 
bility of parents. If they fail to make proper arrangements for the 
ta‘lim of their children and do not give them proper tarbiyah, they 
will face severe questioning on the Day of Reckoning. Failure to 
provide children with ta‘lim and tarbiyah is in fact failure to do 
shukr for the blessing of children. 


Sending children to madrasah from the age of four or five to 
the age of thirteen or fourteen and completely handing over the 
responsibility of ta‘lim and tarbiyah to their teachers is not suffi- 


& 176 


Ta‘lim and Tarbiyah 


cient or satisfactory. Even after enrolling children in a madrasah, 
parents need to be aware of how they are learning and how their 
conduct and character is forming. 


How Much Ta‘lim? 


Every child needs to be educated to the extent that he/she becomes 
aware of all the questions of halal and haram that are likely to con- 
front an average person in his/her life. Every child should know 
what is fard and wajib and what is optional, and the difference 
between makrih tahrimi, which entails sin, and makruh tanzihi, 
which does not. 


In addition to this, every child needs to understand that when 
confronted with any situation in life that he/she has no knowl- 
edge about, a qualified ‘Alim or Mufti needs to be consulted. The 
masa’il relating to business are an example; they are not taught 
as standard, for every child will not need them, but when a child 
grows up to become a businessman, he must acknowledge the 
need to consult a Mufti at every step, in order to learn the masa’il 
of business. 


Where to Obtain ‘Ilm 


So Oped 252 1yhib tye chal a 5 
Truly this ‘ilm is Din, so be careful from whom you take your 
Din.” 


In today’s age in particular, when both authentic and inauthentic 
‘tlm is widespread, correct ta‘lim is essential. People nowadays 
resort to the internet if they want to know something and Google 
provides them with information on the masa’il they are looking 
for, without any check on authenticity. Part of ta‘lim is to teach 
children the correct avenues for acquiring ‘ilm. 


228 Sahih Muslim, chapter: 2\ pW 3 
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In Islam, great importance is given to the chains of teachers 
and students that go back to the fountainhead of ‘ilm, Rastlullah 
“8. When the source of ‘ilm is authentic, the ‘ilm taken from that 
source will also be authentic. Therefore, the source of ‘ilm should 
be someone linked to a chain of authentic teachers and who is re- 
garded as authentic by the contemporary reliable ‘Ulama. 


Tarbiyah 


Tarbiyah means training your children’s hearts and minds in such 
a way that they live their lives according to the ta‘lim they receive. 
It is not enough, for example, just to teach them that alcohol is 
haram; it is also necessary to nurture within them love for Allah 
48 and His Commands and fear of His Displeasure and Jahannam, 
so that a genuine desire not to displease Allah and fear of the 
consequences of their actions are what drive them to abstain from 
alcohol. Without this sort of tarbiyah, youngsters will know that 
alcohol, drugs, zina, theft etc. are haram yet still indulge in them. 
So ta‘lim and tarbiyah are two distinct things. 


Take the example of salah. A child of seven receives the ta‘lim 
that salah, five times a day, is fard, and his father also takes him 
to the masjid for salah regularly. However, when the child reaches 
his teens, he stops going for salah. The father complains that his 
child used to be so good and has suddenly turned bad, whereas it is 
the failure of the father to do tarbiyah of his child’s heart and mind 
about salah, which is the real cause of the child abandoning salah, 
after reaching the age of independence. 


The Power of Tarbiyah 

Tarbiyah should result in children never acting contrary to the ‘ilm 
they learn, no matter what the circumstances. They should have 
this message firmly ingrained in their minds that Allah 4% is the 
One Who controls benefit and harm, and to obey Him is to please 
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Him and to disobey Him is to displease Him. And seeing as He 
controls benefit and harm, it is not possible for someone to lose 
out by pleasing Him, whatever the circumstances, even though the 
intellect may argue differently. 


An episode from the life of Shaykh ‘Abdul-Qadir Jilani = suf- 
ficiently illustrates this point. His mother carried out his tarbiyah 
properly and one of the points she stressed to him was to always 
tell the truth and never lie. She then sent him away to study ‘ilm, 
cleverly sewing some money into his clothing so that it would not 
be stolen on the journey. Whilst travelling, he ran into some ban- 
dits, and when they asked if he had anything valuable he told them 
he had money and also where it was hidden. When the leader of 
the bandits asked him why he had admitted to having money, he 
simply said that his mother had taught him to always tell the truth, 
for it pleases Allah &. 

Shaytan always tricks people by telling them of all the potential 
harms of telling the truth and the potential benefits of lying, but 
the tarbiyah of the mother of Shaykh ‘Abdul-Qadir Jilani “ made 
him realise that benefit can only come from obeying and pleasing 
Allah #. The bandits were greatly moved by this. They repented 


and returned everything they had stolen.” 


Some Advice on Tarbiyah 

In order to do tarbiyah properly, parents should show love to their 
children, be their friends, give them rewards for good behaviour 
and sit and talk with them. They should read stories of our pious 
predecessors to them and also take them into the company of the 
‘Ulama and Mashayikh. 


If a child makes a mistake, parents should not ignore tarbiyah 
and just suffice with a reprimand. Today’s mistakes, if left un- 
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attended, will grow and grow. If, for example, a child tells a lie, 
then the parents should understand that the sickness of lying is 
in the child’s heart and will not be removed by just shouting or 
getting angry with the child. Concerned parents should refer to the 
experts, the Mashayikh, for a solution. If the sickness is not cured 
through tarbiyah then the child will go on lying, only in ways that 
his parents will not detect. 


Finally, it should be understood that being harsh and overly 
strict with children is not tarbiyah. Love is what is needed. If chil- 
dren are treated with love 90% of the time, then on the rare oc- 
casions parents do get angry for some reason, the child will feel 
ashamed rather than resentful. 


May Allah 3 grant all parents the ability to be truly grateful for 
the great blessing they have been given in the form of children. 
And may He also grant them the ability to fulfil the requirements 
of shukr by ensuring that ta‘lim and tarbiyah are properly carried 
out. Amin. 
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49. Spending to Succeed 


Rastilullah #8 said: 
Ju op Hie ee G 
Sadaqah does not decrease wealth.**” 


We learn from this Hadith that no one will ever suffer financial 
loss due to spending in the Path of Allah 4. This principle is ab- 
solute. Financial experts and economists may not agree, but the 
words of Rasilullah “= can never be wrong. The intellect says that 
spending, whether in worldly matters or for sadaqah, decreases 
one’s wealth. It calculates that someone with £1,000 who spends 
£100 on helping an orphan or widow, or on building a masjid, 
will be left with £900, so spending decreases wealth. However, 
we believe in the statement of Rasiilullah that sadaqah does not 
decrease wealth. The thought that it does, comes from Shaytan, 
and is in direct contradiction to the teachings of Rasilullah =. 


Shaytan’s Promise 
This ploy of Shaytan has been described in the Qur’ an: 
Bee rieny cre rirwern ees) 


Shaytan threatens you with poverty, and commands you to 
indecency... (2:268) 


When dealing with people who are not particularly religious, 
Shaytan scares them with the threat of poverty and tries to per- 
suade them not to spend in the Path of Allah ® at all. The ap- 
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proach he takes with religious people is to persuade them to spend 
only what is obligatory, arguing that anything beyond that would 
lead to poverty. He asserts that zakah, which is fard, is already a 
drain on resources, so giving voluntary sadaqah on top of zakah 
will only incur a further decrease in wealth. Furthermore, he 
reminds them of their other religious financial obligations, like 
spending on their families etc. in an attempt to discourage them 
from spending voluntarily in the Path of Allah 3. 


Shaytan will exert his energies to stop a person spending a 
mere £5 towards the construction of a masjid, scaring him with 
thoughts of poverty, yet he will allow the same individual to hap- 
pily squander £50 in the marketplace, as he has no interest in 
preventing him from doing so. He stops believers spending in 


ways that bring the Pleasure of Allah 4, and encourages them 


to indulge in extravagance and wastefulness, as it brings the Dis- 


pleasure of Allah 4 


Oo 


It is therefore essential that we do muhasabah (self-assess- 
ment) at every step, in case our approach to spending is actually 
lowering our value in the Sight of Allah 48; this will curb our 
spiritual and religious progress and please Shaytan. 


The Promise of Allah %& 


9 LF 2 5- a. ae wee oo en 
yee eetg bts Abs 4 58 aks 2g abt 
...And Allah promises you forgiveness from Himself and tre- 
mendous bounty; and Allah is All-Embracing, All-Knowing. 
(2:268) 


3) 


While Shaytan promises only poverty, Allah # promises for- 
giveness and tremendous bounty, both of which are blessings 
that secure success in this world and the Hereafter. As a result of 
forgiveness, Allah 45 will grant immense barakah in rain, crops, 
wealth and children in this world and will also grant bounties in 
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the Hereafter. “Tremendous bounty’ refers to both the everlasting 
bliss in the Hereafter and increase in wealth in this world. 


The Return on Sadaqah 


In fact, Allah 4 has appointed an angel who supplicates day and 
night: 
O Allah! Bestow a (good) return on the spender.”*! 


The manner in which Allah *, through His Wisdom, gives this 
return can take either one of two forms: 


1. Allah 48 rewards the giver with an actual increase in wealth, 


either straight away or after some time.” 


2. By giving sadaqah, Allah % protects the giver’s remaining 
wealth from future loss, which is a return in itself.*°* For ex- 
ample, a person was going to suffer a loss of £1,000, but by 
giving £200 sadaqah he is protected from that loss. He has, in 
effect, been given £800. 


Become a Skilful Spender 


Moreover, Allah # will also reward the person in the Hereaf- 
ter and will multiply his reward according to the same principles 
mentioned above, i.e. if a person spends £1, Allah 38 will reward 
him for spending at least £10 and thereafter more, according to 
the level of sincerity and sacrifice. 


Allah & uses a beautiful example to illustrate how He multi- 
plies the reward for ee in His Path: 
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The example of those who spend in the Way of Allah is 
just like a grain that produced seven ears, each ear having 
a hundred grains; and Allah multiplies (the reward further) 
for whom He wills. Allah is All-Embracing, All-Knowing. 
(2:261) 


Allah 3 compares the reward of spending in His Path to plant- 


ing a single grain, which produces a plant bearing seven hundred 
grains. Allah 4% repays a person who spends with sincerity in His 
Path and patiently bears any difficulties involved, by giving a re- 
ward in the Hereafter equal to having spent seven hundred times 
the amount that was spent. Furthermore, at a time of His Choos- 
ing, He rewards the giver with seven hundred times the original 


amount in this very world. And that is not all; Allah 4 gives even 


more when He wills. 


The use of a similitude by Allah & in this verse, instead of just 
saying that He will give a seven-hundred-fold reward, provides 
us with a number of important lessons related to spending in the 
Path of Allah 4: 

1. A seed will only germinate and grow if the ground it is sown in 
is fertile. Similarly, sadaqah will only bring reward and an in- 
crease in wealth if it is spent on a proper and deserving cause; 


2. The seed must not be rotten but must be healthy and sound. 
Similarly, the wealth given in sadaqah must not be haram, but 
must have been acquired by halal means; and 

3. The person sowing the seed must be an expert in farming. He 
must know how to plough the ground, how deep to sow the 
seed, how to water it etc. Similarly, the person giving sadaqah 


must have expertise in the masa’ il related to spending.” 


So sadaqah will only produce a seven-hundred-fold harvest when 
the ‘ground’ and the ‘seeds’ are sound and the giver is a com- 
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petent ‘farmer’. And it is only then that sadaqah will be a true 
investment for the future. 


May Allah 35 grant us all the ability to spend in His Path and earn 


the vast rewards He has promised in both worlds. Amin. 
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Pure is my Rabb (from all imperfections), 
the Magnificent. 
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50. The Mirror of a 
Believer 


SacS abe sd CLbdss one aps 


Invite (people) to the way of your Rabb with wisdom and 
good counsel... (16:125) 


This is the order of Allah # to every believer. Rasilullah “= spent 
his entire life calling towards the Path of Allah 38 with the concern 
that every single human being should be saved from the Fire of 
Jahannam and granted entry into Jannah. Out of this concern, he 
continuously instructed and taught people to do good and refrain 
from sins. 

As followers of Rasilullah “%, we also need to adopt this con- 
cern for our Muslim brothers and sisters and our fellow human 
beings. We should ask ourselves: “How can I help others to follow 
the straight path, reach Allah 48, acquire entry into Jannah and 
secure refuge from the Fire of Jahannam?’ 


Be a Mirror 
Rasutlullah #2 has said: 


ph thy bb 
A believer is a mirror for (another) believer.** 


When you stand in front of a mirror, it shows your physical ap- 
pearance. It reveals what is good about the way you look as well as 
any defects you may have. In this Hadith, Rasilullah % instructs 
every believer to be like a mirror for other believers. A number of 
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important points can be derived from this Hadith: 


1. If you witness another believer behaving incorrectly, you 
should inform him, for you are a mirror for him and a mir- 
ror points out the defects of the one who stands in front of it. 
However, a mirror reveals the faults silently, without bringing 
disgrace; you should do the same too.”*° 


2. A mirror does not only reveal physical defects but also physical 
beauty. Similarly, when advising a fellow believer, you should 
highlight his mistake in the overall context of his good attri- 
butes, an approach that is more palatable to the one being ad- 
vised and less likely to cause resentment.” Take the example 
of someone who performs sajdah in a manner contrary to the 
sunnah: inform him of his mistake after commending him on 
the correctness of the rest of his salah. 


3. Just as you are a mirror for other believers, every other believer 
is also a mirror for you. So every Muslim is simultaneously a 
mirror and a person standing in front of a mirror: an advisor and 
one who is advised.”*8 


4. If a mirror reveals a defect in your appearance you may be up- 
set, but you will not feel resentment or anger towards the mir- 
ror. Similarly, when another Muslim adopts the role of a mirror 
and advises you of something you are doing wrong, you should 
not get offended.”*? Why should we take offence when some- 
one points out a shortcoming in us which, if left unattended, 
would make us unsuccessful at the time of death, in the grave 
and on the Day of Qiyamah? Instead, we should be happy. In 
fact, it is only those who have love and concern for us that will 
go to the trouble of informing us of our shortcomings. 

236 Sharh Sunan Abi Dawid, part 18, pp.677-78 
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The Din commands us to point out the mistakes of a fellow brother 
in a polite manner, tactfully, with wisdom and concern. However, 
even if someone were to point out a fault impolitely, we should 
still not take offence and still be happy that he helped to save us 
from harm in the Hereafter. If we were walking along a path and 
about to fall into a hole and someone shouted in an impolite man- 
ner for us to stop, we would still thank him and be grateful and 
indebted to him for saving us, despite his manner. 


Qari Siddiq Bandwi “ was a great scholar and a very pious 
saint. He treated me with much love and affection. I had the priv- 
ilege of accompanying him during his one and only visit to the 
UK, in the latter days of his life. During a talk in Walsall he said, 
‘Assume you have two doors to your house, one at the front and 
one at the back, and you only ever use the front door. One day, 
your neighbour is in his garden and notices a huge crack in the 
back wall of your house. He then knocks on your door and tells 
you about the structural damage to your house, and advises you to 
tend to it without delay. Will you feel happy he told you or unhap- 
py? Will you feel indebted to him or not?’ We all answered that 
we would be happy and indebted to him. The Shaykh continued, 
‘If someone sees a structural problem in our spiritual and religious 
‘building’, and says for example, that backbiting is haram and thus 
will bring our spiritual structure down, why do we feel offended?’ 


Concern for One’s Rectification 


Our Mashayikh have mentioned that while being concerned for 
the spiritual wellbeing of others, we should always be concerned 
about our own rectification too. A person who is particular about 
his appearance will often be seen standing before a mirror. Those 
who are concerned about their spiritual rectification and wish to 
purify themselves from any religious mistakes, will also be seen 
‘standing before the mirror’ by asking their friends to point out 
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any shortcomings and highlight where they see room for rectifica- 
tion. The fact is, at times we cannot see our own faults and it takes 
someone else to point them out to us. 


Sayyiduna ‘Umar Fariig had great concern for his self-recti- 
fication, despite his eminent status and despite having been given 
glad tidings of Jannah by Rasilullah #2 on numerous occasions. A 
question he once asked Sayyiduna Hudhayfah ibnul-Yaman ‘ re- 
flects this concern. Sayyiduna Hudhayfah was known as Sahibu 
Sirri Rasulillah &, i.e. one in whom Rasiulullah “ confided certain 
information that no one else knew. One such piece of information 
was the names of those among the apparent Muslims who were 
actually hypocrites. Sayyiduna ‘Umar “, concerned about his 
own standing in the Sight of Allah 8%, once asked whether his own 
name was among the list of hypocrites, upon which Sayyiduna 
Hudhayfah « assured him that it was not. 


Four Ways to One’s Rectification 


Our Mashayikh have explained that there are four ways through 
which a person’s rectification can be attained: 


1. The best way is to find a pious Shaykh, hand yourself over to 
him and give him full liberty to carry out your spiritual rectifi- 
cation in the way he sees fit. Normally, complete rectification is 
not possible without the guidance of a Shaykh. However, until 
you find a Shaykh, adopt one of the following three methods: 


2. When you see someone doing something wrong, reflect imme- 
diately on your own life and question yourself whether you are 
free of that shortcoming or not. 

3. Keep your ears open to what your adversaries say about you. It 
is part of life that people have adversaries, those who dislike us 
and talk about us. You should reflect on the faults they perceive 
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in you. If those faults truly exist, they should be rectified. 
4. Tell your friends to act as mirrors and notify you of any faults 


they see in you. 


These latter three methods are also beneficial for those who have 
a Shaykh. 


May Allah 8 grant us the tawfiq to strive for our rectification. 
Amin. 
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Pure is my Rabb (from all imperfections), 
the Most High. 
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51. ‘Ilm is the Key 


The sole purpose of our creation is to acquire the Pleasure of Allah 
48. The bridge that leads to the Pleasure of Allah $ is ‘ibadah 
(worship). It is for this reason that Allah 38 says: 


rere IN Ns ELH bs 
I have created the jinns and the humans solely for My ‘ibadah. 
(51:56) 


feb 


What is ‘Ibadah? 
‘Ibadah is the combination of Iman (belief) and al-‘amalus-salih 
(good deeds). 


What is Iman? 

Iman is to accept and believe from the depth of one’s heart, without 
the slightest doubt, in everything that was conveyed to Rasulullah 
“8, whether the intellect can comprehend it or not. Once it is estab- 
lished that a particular matter was conveyed to Rastlullah “ from 
Allah 38, then it is necessary to believe in it without a shadow of 
doubt. 


What is Al-‘Amalus-Salih? 
Al-‘Amalus-Salih is to fulfil the Commands of Allah 8% according 
to the way shown by His Beloved Nabi “. In the Qur’an, Allah 
commends those who have Iman and perform good deeds: 
SUSE ESN gk beg Zeke Beem Le ister 
» 42 2 5 90? 
DA aN 5 
Indeed. those (people) who accept Iman and perform good 
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deeds, for them are gardens of Paradise beneath which rivers 
flow. That is the great success. (85:11) 


Understanding Iman and Al-‘Amalus-Salih 


Now we need to ask ourselves a very important question: how do 
we learn and understand what Iman and good deeds are? 


The answer is: through authentic ‘ilm (sacred knowledge). 


Without correct ‘ilm one cannot acquire correct ‘aqidah (belief) 
and without correct ‘ilm one cannot follow the whole Din in the 
correct way. It is for this reason, Allah “ and His Rasiil #% have 
laid much emphasis on the acquisition of ‘ilm and we find a vast 
treasure of Ahadith that mention the virtues of ‘ilm and those who 
acquire it. 


lal 255 stclall bi 
Indeed, those with ‘ilm are the inheritors of the Ambiya.™4! 


Why does a Nabi come into this world? He does so to guide people 
towards the Pleasure of Allah 8%. And what is the responsibility 
of the ‘Ulama? It is to guide the Ummah towards the Pleasure of 
Allah $8. People cannot acquire the Pleasure of Allah 4 without 
‘ibadah, which is not possible without Iman and good deeds, which 
in turn are not possible without ‘ilm. Therefore, the “Ulama inherit 
the mission of the Ambiya *; they acquire ‘ilm and then pass it on 
to the people, who can then perfect their Iman and a‘mal (deeds) in 


order to do the ‘ibadah of Allah 3%, thereby acquiring His Pleasure 


and Jannah. 


BS oe AN Si 28 tell lb 8 EF OF 
One who goes out in quest of ‘ilm is in the Path of Allah until 
he returns.”? 


241 Sunanut-Tirmidhi, kitab: -l) chapter: sla!) le aaa) jad 3 ole b Hadith: 2874 
242 Sunanut-Tirmidhi, kitab: -W! chapter: Ww! 4b 3 Hadith: 2837 
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‘Ilm is the Key 


dad) Eb y UO oe Ole os atl Eb ble 3 
Allah makes the path to Jannah easy for one who undertakes 


a journey for the acquisition of ‘ilm.7° 


The Fundamental Sources of ‘Ilm 


The primary source of ‘ilm is the Glorious Qur’an and the primary 
commentary of the Qur’an is the Ahadith of Rastlullah “=. These 
are the two fundamental sources of ‘ilm. That is why Rasilullah = 


has greatly emphasised the greatness of the Qur’an: 


(as ae 


68 2 AN SNe cy al A Es obi 


The Qur’an is more beloved to Allah than the heavens, the 
earth and what they contain.” 


The best among you is he who learns the Qur’an and teaches 
1t.245 


$8 1. ae 2 
i) 


Bal 3 is EE US [55 ShN5 


c:® 


ge ae 36 
It will be said to a person who possesses ‘ilm of the Qur’an, 
‘Recite and ascend (the steps of Jannah) and read slowly 
(with tajwid) as you used to recite in the world, for where 


you finish reciting will be your abode.’*° 


Only Authentic ‘Ilm 


The Fugaha have studied, analysed and derived Dini rulings from 
these fundamental sources and we now have a vast treasure of ‘ilm 
to benefit from, that guides us at every step of our lives. However, 


243 


244 
245 
246 


Sahih Muslim, kitab: ,U-Y\iy Jy cle, sa chapter: . Oba ayy le glee Yl fas 
Hadith: 2797 

Sunanud-Darimi, kitab: oli) (bles chapter: pS JL. le all os Js Hadith: 3401 
Sahihul-Bukhari, kitab: 01 4 Jes chapter: ley ola pls .% Ss Hadith: 5014 
Sunanut-Tirmidhi, kitab: ol 2) Jie Hadith: 3136 
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what is absolutely essential is that the ‘ilm one acquires is from 
authentic sources. Only correct and authentic “ilm is of benefit. It 
is a common practice nowadays to search for Islamic knowledge 
on the internet and accept whatever material is presented, even if it 
does not give the name of the author, or it is authored by someone 
whose background and integrity is unknown. This is an incorrect 
approach, for it is vital to know the credentials and authenticity of 
the source of your “ilm. 


Be Careful Who You Take Your Din From 


The source of ‘ilm should be someone linked to a chain of au- 
thentic teachers and who is regarded as authentic by the contem- 
porary ‘Ulama. This chain of teachers and students going back to 
the fountainhead of ‘ilm, Rastlullah “, is essential in Islam as a 
way of preserving the authenticity of ‘ilm as it is passed from one 
generation to the next. 


The Places of ‘Ilm Are Forts 


It is important to realise that the places where ‘ilm, the key to 
Paradise, is taught are great blessings. They are the forts in which 
authentic ‘ilm, and therefore Din, is safeguarded. They are critical 
for the propagation of Din, for Din can only be successfully prop- 
agated if it has been safeguarded first. Without sound ‘ilm, ‘aqidah 
will not be sound, and whatever is propagated in the name of Din 
will be tainted and false. ‘lm will exist for as long as the madaris 
exist, and as long as ‘ilm exists Din will remain. 


Everything Depends on ‘Ilm 

One of the signs of Qiyamah is the extinction of ‘ilm. Allah 4 will 
take away ‘ilm by taking away the people of ‘ilm i.e. the ‘Ulama. 
Rasilullah % said: 


104 


‘Ilm is the Key 


galt pathy bal Spots 595 HN Se ob Ss ENS Il gels Y a 
Indeed, Allah will not take away ‘ilm just like that, by taking 
it away from the hearts of the people; He will take away ‘ilm 
by taking away the ‘Ulama...7*” 


Allah $ will take away ‘Ulama, and ‘ilm will remain no more. 
When that happens, the ma‘rifah (recognition) of Allah 8 will 
become extinct, because the ma‘rifah of Allah % can only come 
about through ‘ilm. And when ma‘rifah will become extinct, there 
will not be a single person to remember Allah 8%; and when that 
happens this world will come to an end. Rasilullah 3 said: 


Jn af NN 3 a 3s tees BY 


The Hour will not come as long as ‘Allah, Allah’ is uttered on 
the surface of the earth.** 


So in actual fact, the madaris and ‘Ulama are a blessing for every- 
one in the whole world, be they Muslim or otherwise. 


Value the People and Places of ‘Ilm 


Therefore, the places and people of ‘ilm should be cherished and 
respected. We must not fall prey to the misconceptions that are 
held regarding them and must not speak ill of them. Speaking ill 
of the madaris or the “Ulama is in effect a direct attack on the Din 
of Allah 48, for they protect it. We should pay heed to the advice 
Sayyiduna Abii Darda 2: 
apiasd 6 ash SoG dal yh shee O6 alah i tbl 
Search for ‘ilm. If you are unable to. then have love for the 


people of ‘ilm. And if you cannot have love for them, then (at 
the very least) do not entertain hatred for them.”” 


So our purpose in life is to acquire the Pleasure of Allah %, for 
247 Sahihul-Bukhari, kitab: 0) chapter: Ww! 24 is Hadith: 102 


248 Sahih Muslim, kitab: oY! chapter: obi 41 ow! bss Hadith: 137 
249 Sifatus-Safwah, part 1, p.240 
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which ‘ibadah is necessary; this in turn depends on Iman and good 
deeds, both of which require authentic ‘ilm, which is taught and 
safeguarded by the madaris and ‘Ulama. 


May Allah # grant us a proper understanding of the true objec- 
tive of life and the way to attain it. Amin. 


ec $232 0 
ila se 


Indeed, we belong to Allah and indeed, 
to Him we will return. 


ec $30 $$ 
Ce 


LGQ 
eC ow) Jee 
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52. Appreciating the 
Importance of Janazah 


Picture the scene: a ship is sinking, rapidly succumbing to the 
waves while people scramble desperately for lifeboats... Or pic- 
ture a house that is aflame, a chaos of smoke, fire and heat, with 
people running for the fire exits. In both cases, the fleeing people 
have no time to take anything with them except the one item that 
is most valuable to them. 


One person makes a grab for his wallet, ignoring his other pos- 
sessions, reasoning that money can buy him more; another ignores 
money and valuables and takes his laptop with him, as it contains 
the fruits of years of effort which the wealth of the whole world 
cannot replace; another takes nothing but a letter from a loved 
one that is of immense sentimental value. Each cares for what he 
believes to be most important and looks with amazement at the 
choices the others make. 


In our day to day lives, we also adopt the same sort of attitude: 
we make decisions based on what we personally feel is important, 
regardless of what the really important things may be, often to the 
amazement of others. 


Understanding How to Behave at a Janazah 


Take the example of the janazah of a fellow Muslim. Before and 
after the janazah salah, while lifting the janazah and during and af- 
ter the burial, the most important thing for all concerned should be 
that the deceased successfully passes the questioning in the grave 
and attains salvation in the Hereafter. Unfortunately, due to being 
far from Din and negligent of what is to come in the Hereafter, 
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very few people have this concern. 


Instead, we see people standing around chatting before and 
after the janazah salah, and even during the burial. And straight 
after the du‘a, which they treat as a mere formality, they head 
straight home. Others feel that the janazah is a convenient time to 
do ta‘ziyah, and start offering their condolences in public at the 
graveside. As for those associated to the deceased, although they 
busy themselves in the burial, they only give importance to things 
like shaping the grave, placing a plant on it, sprinkling water over 
it or making announcements for food! They do not realise that the 
deceased deserves our attention and concern and that we should be 


busy praying to Allah 48 to help him/her at this critical time. 


The Advice of Rasilullah “= and His Companions 


Rastlullah “ would advise his Companions “ to pray for the de- 
ceased after a burial and remain by the graveside for a while. He 
is reported to have said: 


Uieg OY 86 ey Siglo ASN 1ypakes 
Pray for the forgiveness of your brother and that he be grant- 
ed steadfastness, for at this moment he is being questioned.*° 


When Sayyiduna ‘Amr ibnul-‘As « was nearing death he instruct- 
ed his son: 
CNN ale IES 5855 156 UNG sul pte 3G Es OF 156 
Coste ge GAS GE JAS Le 5 Oo BS Na SLE 
et) JES ay eb) VSL Gilg oS 
When I die, no wailing woman or fire should accompany 


me, and when you bury me pour the soil over me then stand 
around my grave for the time it takes to slaughter a camel and 


250 Sunan Abi Dawid, kitab: #t\ chapter: GlnzY! <3; et aol ll re je Hadith: 
3206 
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Appreciating the Importance of Janazah 


distribute its meat, so that I may take solace from you and 
know what to reply to the messengers (angels) of my Rabb.”°! 


Changing Prevalent Attitudes 


We need to change these negative trends related to the janazah by 


adopting the following practices: 


1. 


When you hear of a death, recite the masnun du‘a and pray for 
the deceased that may Allah 4% make the journey ahead easy. 


. Free up some time, and sitting on your own at home or in the 


masjid, engage in some ‘ibadah e.g. tilawah, dhikr, optional 
salah, and send its reward to the deceased. 


3. Give some sadaqah and send its reward to the deceased. 


. During the day and night, whenever you remember the de- 


ceased, make du‘a for him/her. 


. When going to the graveyard for salatul-janazah, recite the ka- 


limah tayyibah, salat ‘alan-Nabi, tasbih, Sirah Ya Sin or any 
portion of the Qur’an and send its reward to the deceased. 


. While at the graveyard, remain in a state of concern for the 


deceased with dhikr and du‘a. 


. After the burial, make a heartfelt du‘a for the deceased. 


8. Thereafter, engage yourself in dhikr, istighfar, tilawah and du‘a 


at the graveside. 


There is a great need for us to bring our understanding of the 


janazah in line with the Dini understanding. If we are successful 


in this and we change our present culture, everyone will benefit, 


including ourselves when our own time comes to depart from this 


world. If we do not change our ways, each of us can understand 


for ourselves the loss we will suffer. 


May Allah # grant us all the tawfiq to truly understand the de- 


251 Sahih Muslim, kitab: ol. Y! chapter: fos) 5-4! Nisy al5 olS be page LY! oS Hadith: 113 
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mands of the situations we find ourselves in daily, and may He 
make us from those who give importance to the things that are 
truly important. Amin. 


ec ESD e 


There is no 
power (to do 
good) or ability 
(to avoid bad 
deeds) except 
with (the Help 
of) Allah. 


(5D) 
er $e — 
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53. Five Terms, One 
Meaning 


After belief, it is required from a believer that he totally submits 
himself to his Creator. 


Ped I> 


“$86 plot sein ctaaun git 
O believers, enter into Islam completely... (2:208) 


This practical submission, after accepting Iman, is known as Islam. 
It is to carry out whatever Allah 3 has commanded and to refrain 
from whatever He has prohibited. For example, if a situation arises 
in which one can cast a lustful glance, then to refrain from it is Is- 
lam. And similarly, at the time of Fajr salah, to get up and fulfil the 
obligation of salah is also Islam. In simple words, to refrain from all 
things that would lead to the Displeasure of Allah 38 will be called 
Islam. 


Another term for the same concept is istiqamah. A companion 
of Rastlullah # once asked him, ‘Grant me such advice regarding 
Islam that I will not have to ask anybody else regarding it other than 
you.’ Nabi “3 said, 

wi abl C2l 3p 
Say, ‘I believe in Allah,’ and thereafter adopt istiqamah.**? 


The meaning of this statement is that after accepting faith in Allah 
48, His Messengers #, the other tenets of faith and all that was con- 
veyed by Nabi 3, the believer must adopt istiqamah. 


Literally, istiqamah means to be firm and steadfast. In the Din it 
252 Sahih Muslim, kitab: ctw! chapter: >}! Gle,i «t- Hadith: 30 
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means to remain firm and fulfil every Command of Allah #8. After 
accepting the Authority and Sovereignty of Allah #8, to spend ev- 
ery second under that authority is istiqamah; to look at, eat, touch, 
consume, wear and do only that which He permits. This results in 
spending every moment under the Authority of the One Who is 
the sole Authority, never disobeying Him even in the slightest. A 
part of istiqamah, and therefore Islam, is also to repent immediately 
when, out of human weakness and despite trying to abstain, one 
sins. Nabi % has said: 


OSs! 68 are asl a3 tbe asl a & 
Every human is prone to sin; the best from those who sin are 
those who repent.” 


Another term for this same mind-set is taqwa, for just as Islam and 


istiqamah are to refrain from all disobediences to Allah 48, so is 
taqwa. ‘Allamah Sayyid Mahmid Aliisi Baghdadi quotes a cou- 


plet which defines taqwa: 


Pe reer Fak aya Me 
5 Me Fits SB e 4 eye Bus pols 
was! Ze Shel o! 5 see | 


Abstain from all sins, major and minor, that is taqwd; 
And behave like the one walking on a thorny path making 
sure he remains safe from the thorns that he observes; 
Never underestimate a minor sin, because mountains form 
from the accumulation of small pebbles.*** 


Yet another name for the same concept is kamalul-Iman (per- 
fection of Iman). Belief alone means a person has attained naf- 
sul-Iman (belief), and then by staying away from all disobedienc- 
es and fulfilling all the commands, a person attains perfection in 


253 Sunanut-Tirmidhi, kitab: ¢ 3) #8!) 4d! 44s Hadith: 2667 
254 Rihul-Ma‘ani, part 1, p.111 
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his Iman. This is why we see that there are many Ahadith of Nabi 
“8 in which he negates the Iman of perpetrators of certain actions, 
meaning that they have not yet reached the stage of perfection in 
their Iman due to certain acts of disobedience in their lives: 


Siaal Hts oalgg aah Se oS] Cat Ops gs pSLeT LEY 
None of you can be a (perfect) believer until I become more 
beloved to him than his father, children and all (other) peo- 
ple.55 


None of you can be a (perfect) believer until he desires for his 
brother what he desires for himself.*°° 


The term al-‘amalus-salih also portrays the same concept. When 
a person shuns those actions that Allah 4 has forbidden and does 
what Allah 8 has ordained, he will be considered to be carrying 


out al-‘amalus-salih. 

In essence, all five terms refer to the mind-set that the Creator 
should not be disobeyed in any way whatsoever. The acquisition 
of this mind-set and thereafter, practice will ensure safety and ease 
in this world, at the time of death, in the grave, on the Day of 
Qiyamah and on the Bridge of Sirat, and will inevitably see us to 


Jannah. 
In this world, Allah 4% will grant blessings in abundance, as He 
mentions regarding those who adopt taqwa: 
OP eo i Ooi a obese ty sethe tee 2) one 42% Biaee 
LAIN LANGA SRA EAS Es ANG Ns 
Had the people of the towns believed and adopted taqwa, We 


would have opened for them blessings from the heavens and 
the earth... (7:96) 


255 Sahithul-Bukhari, kitab: ob! chapter: obnY! o» Jy) — Hadith: 15 
256 Sahihul-Bukhari, kitab: ol.Y! chapter: +3 C+ ae Cad ol oY)» Hadith: 13 
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CB IVELS Oe A555 5D EGBA Jae ab GOS 
Whoever fears (disobedience to) Allah, He brings forth a 
way out for him, and provides him (with what he needs) from 
where he does not even imagine. (65:2-3) 


As mentioned earlier, repenting to Allah % is also part of taqwa. 
And Allah 4% says regarding those who repent: 


ee aa 9 oo et 6 b 2. aie 
DV5N5oke BONS LED 3s Ge GS ast 2055 137k est 
go 2 8? os" wo 


2 12% Br L9- sg be 2 rd vat 459 59% 
DH ASN RBS Ah RIANA AGES 
Seek forgiveness from your Rabb; indeed He is Most-For- 
giving. And He will cause the heavens to rain upon you in 


ile 


f 


© (cde 


abundance, and will help you with riches and sons, and make 
orchards and rivers for you. (71:10-12) 


And at the time of death: 


aa ESa Ty 2 ae ST ve ed rae u - Soo.” it 

NEM AL Leche ister gh aids sb asan St 

y Som goy 2 at oyelictea ys 
PONE BRS NISL stars 
Surely, those who declared, ‘Our Rabb is Allah,’ then re- 
mained steadfast, on them the angels will descend (at the 
time of death), saying, ‘Do not fear, and do not grieve; and 
be happy with the good news of the Jannah that you had been 
promised.’ (41:30) 


70 


In the grave, the Help of Allah “ will be there during the ques- 
tioning by the angels: 
Se sae soln Sh Loloawrasrery 
Allah keeps those who believe (and carry out good deeds) 


firm with the stable word (kalimah tayyibah) in the worldly 
life and in the Hereafter. (14:27) 


And on the Day of Qiyamah and also on the Bridge of Sirat, where 
it will be pitch dark, Allah 4 will create light for such people; a 
light which only they will be able to benefit from: 


Oa x 


Five Terms, One Meaning 


is eo? oon res ae oy 9% Soe id 4 TA oe 
BLBLIRIUNOS AUS AN NMG DAES 2s 
...on the Day when Allah will not disgrace the Nabi and 
those who believed (and carried out good deeds) with him. 


Their light will run ahead of them, and on their right (on the 
Bridge of Sirat)... (66:8) 


And ultimately Allah #8 will grant them eternal success: 
‘> a7 3 om? 2 eB hese ia} 4 Be? siesaies 
BYSE SENG aE bps GB ELE RICAN NS GAINS) 
rei 353 
As for those who believed and did righteous deeds, for them 


there are gardens beneath which rivers flow. That is the big 
achievement. (85:11) 


ile 


These are the rewards for Islam, istiqgamah, kamalul-Iman, al- 
‘amalus-salih and taqwa. 


9 28 gh 


49822755, Fag oS A SUS KA igsie Velen sk Pe Ae ea 
DOSY S RENE S55 NS EEAN ES aa La Ga oO! 

\ 23 Z Bo Cede ee (Ne Sep Pee F 
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Surely, those who declared, ‘Our Rabb is Allah,’ then re- 
mained steadfast, they will have no fear, nor shall they grieve. 


file 


i 


Those are the people of Paradise, who will live there forever 
as a reward for that good which they used to do. (46:13-14) 


Nabi # has said: 
Adopt Islam (total submission), you will be granted safety 
(from disgrace in both worlds).”°’ 


The season of hajj reminds us of the great Prophet of Allah 3, 
Sayyiduna Ibrahim *', and his sacrifices. One of the great qualities 
which became instrumental in his success was his quality of Islam 
i.e. total submission. 


257 Sahithul-Bukhari, kitab: .=+! «+ chapter: ley age ai we al Jeo Sd! a dlen ol as 
Hadith: 7 
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When his Rabb commanded him, ‘Submit,’ he said, ‘I submit 
to the Rabb of all the worlds.’ (2:131) 


May Allah # grant us all the ability to adopt Islam, total submis- 
sion to Allah 3, and benefit from what Allah & has promised in 
return. Amin. 


VOGQs+ 
eC en) Je 
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I have placed my trust in Allah. 
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54. How to Invite 
Towards Islam 


Nowadays, Islam is the topic of discussion in many circles. As 
Muslims, we need to take advantage of this and engage in inviting 
people towards the correct understanding of our beautiful religion. 
Allah 8 says: 


dicd dhe Ned Sb ass os Mest 


Invite (people) to the way of your Rabb with wisdom and 
good counsel... (16:125) 


However, when engaging in discussions, we should not discuss 
and debate the injunctions of Din, e.g. hijab, jihad, salah, zakah, 
hajj etc., but always focus on the core beliefs. 


The most fundamental belief is tawhid, i.e. the Existence, One- 
ness and Sovereignty of Allah 3%. Once a person accepts the con- 
cept of tawhid, the next step is to focus on explaining the concept 
of risalah i.e. the prophethood of Rasiilullah “ or the concept of 
Kitabullah 1.e. establishing the authenticity of the Glorious Qur’an. 
It should be understood that acceptance of the authenticity of 
risalah necessitates the acceptance of Kitabullah: if the concept of 
risalah is accepted then so must the belief in the Glorious Qur’an, 
as it was conveyed to us by Nabi “8. Similarly, if the authenticity 
of the Qur’an is accepted then so too must be the prophethood of 
Rasilullah %%, as it is proved through the Glorious Qur’an. 


Once a person recognises, acknowledges and believes in the 
Sovereignty of Allah $ and the risalah of His Final Messenger 
and that the Qur’an is the infallible Word of Allah 48, unchanged 
throughout the ages, then logic demands that he/she also believe 


OUT = 


Inspirations ~ Volume | 


in the remaining tenets of Islam. Once an authority is accepted, 
every command issued by that authority must also be accepted. 


As far as the Commands of Allah 4% are concerned, they are of 
two types: al-amr ma‘qulul-ma‘na (commands that can be under- 
stood by our intelligence) and al-amrut-ta‘abbudi (commands that 
are carried out in subservience to Allah $8 without being under- 
stood). 


Discussing commands belonging to the first category may ini- 
tially prove beneficial, e.g. to speak about sawm (fasting) and all 
its benefits, but the conversation may lead on to commands of the 
second category, which are not comprehensible by our limited in- 
telligence. Questions may arise such as: why is it necessary to fast 
for thirty days and not only fifteen days? Why do we need to wash 
only certain parts of the body during ablution and not the whole 
body? Why do we need to pray five times a day? Why is there only 
one ruku* whilst the sujud are two? Why is zakah only 2.5% and 
not 5%? Such questioning can go on and on. 


It must be understood that all religions of the world, at some 
point or another, demand from their followers that they believe in 
their tenets blindly, because that is what faith involves. Therefore, 
this requirement of Islam should not be viewed negatively, but as 
a test of one’s willingness to believe in Allah 4 unconditionally. 
One way Islam differs from other religions is that they do not in- 
vite challenges to their core beliefs in the same manner. The fun- 
damentals of Islam are open to question as long as they are accom- 
panied with a sincere resolve to seek the truth. Once this truth has 
been established, once this realisation has taken place and once 
these authorities are accepted, then there is no room for further 
discussion. One can challenge the fundamentals of the faith but 
not the commands, otherwise what is the point of believing? Such 
feeble belief would lack any value. 
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55. At the Year’s End 


Having just completed 1430 years since the memorable hijrah of 
Nabi “ from Makkah Mukarramah to Madinah Munawwarah, 
and with the completion of the year 2009, many references are 
being made to the ‘New Year’. However, the question arises as to 
what a Muslim’s take should be on these events. 


Upon the passing of a year, the common trend is to celebrate, 
e.g. birthdays, wedding anniversaries etc. However, in certain 
spheres this is not the case. Take the example of a businessman 
who, at the end of the financial year, takes stock of the past year. 
He goes through the records of the past year meticulously, ac- 
counting for every single penny. He checks to see if he made a 
profit, and if so, then considers how he can make more in the com- 
ing year. He checks his expenses and whether he can make any 
further savings. He does all this so that he can make the coming 
year more profitable than the one that has just passed. 


This should be the case at the end of the year in every Muslim’s 
life, for we too have been sent to this world as businessmen with 
the commodity of time, also known as life. We will one day have 
to account for every second of our lives in the Court of Allah 48, 
when our Book of Deeds will be presented to us. 


b 9 
At aaa EET CE a tT ee PENS SOP 
Chand JS” BeoKs51 P55 bh4 Cals UA an 27,5 
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pe CS aaah 
We will bring forth a book for him that he will find wide open 


(and We will say to him): ‘Read your book. Sufficient are you 
today to take your own account.’ (17:13-14) 
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Sayyiduna ‘Umar “, emphasising the same point, says: 
ies ipa OF AS aS ae apes Of Ss Sa (pe 
SS vy wl 
Take account of yourselves (in this world) before you are 
reckoned (in the Hereafter by the Creator). And weigh your 


deeds before they are weighed. And prepare for the Great 
Summoning.?*® 


It is our belief that on the Day of Judgement Allah 38 will reckon 
us for everything that we did in the world. 


>is Sete A ooh EGE BSS ot 


“Vgaiicldasstgandl 
On the day when every person will be confronted with what- 
ever good he had done and whatever evil he had done, he will 


wish that there was a great distance between him and that 
(day)... (3:30) 


No matter how minute or trivial our deeds may be, we will find 
them present in our Book of Deeds. 


@>(Der 
Onde 


6 oy 8h wt ShS2 7 ote ee 6 Gye” 7 St Wad > ot 245 
35a 7h B58 Sake iad SBVRSESS SR. ade 
So, whoever does an atom’s weight of good will see it; and 


whoever does an atom’s weight of evil will see it. (99:7-8) 


The reckoning will be so precise that people will say: 


2 


3 Gadi NbLea Vite Jag I pagediihe gustan 

faniclals Bis Yoke ies 
“Woe to us! What a book is this? It has missed nothing, minor 
or major, but has taken it into account.’ Thus, they will find 


whatever they did present before them, and your Rabb will 
not wrong anyone. (18:49) 


258 Tafsirul-Qur’anil-’ Azim, part 1, p.134 
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At the Year’s End 


We need to keep this reality in mind and reflect regularly on our 
actions through the means of muraqabah and muhasabah. Muraqa- 
bah means to supervise and oversee oneself to ensure that one stays 
away from disobedience to Allah 4 and spends every moment 
seeking His Pleasure. Muhasabah means taking account of one’s 
activities at the end of the day, week and year, thanking Allah 4 
for being granted the ability to perform good actions and seeking 
forgiveness for any sins one may have committed. Insha’ allah, by 
adhering to this approach we will see a great change in our lives. 
We will find ourselves being very careful how we spend every 
second of our lives. 


The end of a year is a time to reflect and say to ourselves: ‘An- 
other year from my precious life has passed. Who knows how 
many more years, if any, I have remaining?’ Let us spend them in 
those avenues that bring the Pleasure of Allah # and stay away 
from those things that bring His Displeasure, so that we can meet 
Allah % in a state that He is pleased with us. 
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Glossary 


‘Abbasi Khalifah A Caliph during the period of the ‘Ab- 
basi Caliphate 

Abii Dawiid Refers to a well-known book of Hadith 
compiled by Imam Abi Dawid = 

adab (sg. adab) Etiquettes 

Adam The first human being and a Prophet 
of Allah 3 

adhan Call to prayer 

AH ‘After Hijrah’ (migration), this is used 


to indicate the year according to the 
Islamic calendar 


Ahadith (sg. Hadith) Refer to Hadith 

A’immah (sg. Imam) Refer to Imam 

Akhirah The realm of the Hereafter 
al-‘amalus-salih Good deed 


Al-Bukhari (Sahihul-Bukhari) The most authentic book of Ahadith, 
compiled by Imam Bukhari #. Also 
regarded as the most authentic book in 
Islam after the Glorious Qur’an 


Al-Hadithul-Qudsi A prophetic narration in which Nabi 
8 attributes the narration to Allah 3 
al-hajjul-mabrtr An annual pilgrimage which has been 


performed with all its due rights and 
accepted by Allah 3 
alhamdulillah “All Praise is for Allah’ 
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‘Alim (pl. ‘Ulama) 
“Allamah 


Al-Masjidul-Aqsa 
Al-Masjidul-Haram 


Ambiya (sg. Nabi) 


amin 


Amirul-Mu’ minin 
An-Nasa’tI 


‘aqidah (pl. ‘aqa’id) 
‘Arafah 


“Asr 

At-Tirmidhi 
Ayatul-Kursi 

baligh 

barakah (pl. barakat) 
Baytul-Maqdis 
bid‘ah 


Book of Deeds 


Glossary 


Islamic scholar 

A title for a scholar, signifying great 
learnedness 

Masjid in Jerusalem which is the third 
most sacred Masjid in Islam 

‘The Sacred Masjid’ in Makkah Mu- 
karramah in which the Ka‘bah is situ- 
ated 

Prophets 

‘Amen’, An expression uttered at the 
end of a supplication. It is a supplica- 
tion in itself meaning ‘O Allah! Ac- 
cept.’ 

Leader of the believers 

Refers to a well-known book of Hadith 
compiled by Imam Nasa’i 

Belief, a tenet of faith 

An area neighbouring Makkah Mu- 
karramah where those performing the 
annual pilgrimage must go on the 9th 
of Dhul-Hijjah 

Compulsory late afternoon prayer 
Refers to a well-known book of Hadith 
compiled by Imam Tirmidhi 

The title of the verse in the Qur’an in 
Chapter 2, verse 255 

A person who has reached puberty 
Blessing 

Another name for Al-Masjidul-Aqsa 
An innovative practice or belief which 
has no basis in Islam 

The book in which every deed is re- 
corded. Every individual will receive 
their Book of Deeds on the Day of 
Judgement 
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Bridge of Sirat 


Byzantine 


Constantinople 


darul-‘ultim 


da‘wah 
dhikr/dhikrullah 
Dhul-Hijjah 


Dhul-Hulayfah 


Din 


Dini 
du‘a 
Fajr 
fard (pl. fara’id) 


Fuqaha’ (sg. Faqih) 
Hadith (pl. Ahadith) 


Hafiz (pl. Huffaz) 


hafizahullah 
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The bridge that goes over Hell which 
is thinner than a hair and sharper than 
a sword. One must cross it to enter 
Paradise 

Also known as the Eastern Roman 
Empire which split from the Western 
Roman Empire in 285 AD. It lasted 
until 1453 when it was taken over by 
the Ottoman Empire 

Modern day Istanbul 

A full time Islamic educational insti- 
tute which teaches the sciences of Is- 
lam at an advanced level 

Invitation, calling towards Allah 3% 
Remembrance of Allah 4 

The twelfth and final month of the Is- 
lamic calendar 

An area located close to Madinah Mu- 
nawwarah. This is one of the bound- 
aries beyond which those intending 
to visit Makkah Mukarramah are not 
permitted to cross without being in the 
state of ihram 

Religion, used specifically to refer to 
Islam 

Religious 

Supplication 

Compulsory early morning prayer 
Compulsory act 

Islamic jurists 

Saying, action, affirmation, physical 
or moral quality of Rastilullah = 

One who has memorised the whole 
Qur’an 

A supplication which translates to 
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haji (pl. hujjaj) 


hajj 
halal 


Haram, Haram Sharif 


haram 


Haramayn 


Hawwa 
hifz 
hijab 


hijrah 


‘ibadah 
Iblis 
Ibn Majah 


Tbnul-Khattab 
Ibrahim #! 


‘Id 


Glossary 

‘May Allah protect him’ 

One who is performing the annual pil- 
grimage 

Annual pilgrimage 

Lawful, permitted 

Sacred or sanctuary, refers to the sa- 
cred precinct of Makkah Mukarramah 
or Madinah Munawwarah 

Forbidden, impermissible 

The two sacred precincts at Makkah 
Mukarramah and Madinah Munaw- 
warah 

Eve, the wife of the Prophet Adam #4 
Memorising the Glorious Qur’an 

The act of a woman concealing her 
physical appearance in order to pre- 
serve her modesty 

Migration, specifically referring to 
the historic migration of Rastlullah 
“8 from Makkah Mukarramah to 
Madinah Munawwarah 

Worship, obedience, servitude 

The name of Shaytan 

Refers to a well-known book of Hadith 
compiled by Imam Ibn Majah & 

‘Son of Al-Khattab’, the agnomen 
given to Sayyiduna ‘Umar 

The Prophet Abraham (peace be upon 
him) 

Day of celebration which takes place 
twice in a year; the first; ‘Idul-Fitr, 
upon the conclusion of the month of 
Ramadan and the second; ‘Idul-Adha, 
on 10th Dhul-Hijjah 
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IDA 


ihram 


‘Tliyyin 


“lm 


Imam (pl. A’immah) 


Iman 

Injil 

insha’ allah 
‘Tsq sel 
isaluth-thawab 
‘Isha 


islah 


Isma ‘il 


istighfar 
istiqamah 
i‘tikaf 


Jahannam 


Jamarat 
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Islamic Da‘wah Academy 

A state that one must come into when 
intending to perform ‘umrah or hajj 
The place where the souls of the be- 
lievers will be gathered 

Knowledge, specifically used to refer 
to sacred knowledge of Islam 

Leader, title for a leading authority in 
Islamic knowledge, or one who leads 
the congregational prayer. A leader of 
the Muslims is also titled Imam 
Belief in Allah & and all the articles of 
faith 

The Bible 

‘Tf Allah wills’ 

The Prophet Jesus (peace be upon 
him) 

The act of performing a good deed and 
passing its reward to someone else 
Compulsory night prayer 

Spiritual rectification 

The Prophet Ishmael (peace be upon 
him), son of Prophet Abraham (peace 
be upon him) 

Seeking forgiveness from Allah % 
Steadfastness upon the commands of 
Allah $& 

To remain in the boundary of the mas- 
jid for any period of time with the in- 
tention of doing so 

Hell 

The pillars/walls which signify the 
three places where Shaytan appeared 
to dissuade Ibrahim “| from slaugh- 


~ 216 ~ 


janazah salah 
janazah 


Jannah, Jannatul-Firdaws 
Jibra’il 4 


jihad 


juz’ 
Ka‘bah 


kalimah 
kalimah shahadah 


kalimah tayyibah 


kamalul-tman 
khadim 
khatib 


Khaybar 


Glossary 


=¢(- 


tering Isma‘il %. They are pelted on 
the 3rd, 4th and 5th day of the annual 
pilgrimage 

Prayer offered for the deceased 

A term for the body of the deceased or 
the funeral itself 

Paradise 

The archangel Gabriel (peace be upon 
him) 

Refer to mujahadah 

Portion, specifically one of the thirty 
parts of the Qur’an 

The House of Allah %& situated in 
Makkah 

Refer to kalimah tayyibah 

The specific statement through which 
one testifies belief in Allah 4 as the 
only deity and in Muhammad * being 
the Servant and Messenger of Allah 3 
The specific statement through which 
one expresses belief in Allah 4 as the 
only Deity and in Muhammad “ be- 
ing His Messenger. This is the first 
tenet of Islam. Sometimes referred to 
as the ‘kalimah’ alone 

Perfection of faith 

Servant or assistant 

One who gives lectures and sermons. 
Normally used to refer to one who de- 
livers the Friday sermon 

An oasis situated in the north-western 
region of Saudi Arabia, approximately 
150 kilometres north of Madinah Mu- 
nawwarah 


ae 


Khulafa’ 


Kitabullah 
Last Day 
Laylatul-Bara’ ah 


Laylatul-Jumu‘ah 
Laylatul-Qadr 


Madinah Munawwarah 


madrasah (pl. madaris) 


Maghrib 


mahram 


Majalisul-Abrar 


Makkah Mukarramah 


makrih 


makrih tahrimi 


makrith tanzihi 
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‘Caliphs’, specifically referring to the 
caliphs who were chosen to lead the 
Muslim Ummah after the demise of 
Rasilullah “, i.e. Sayyiduna Abi Bakr 
>, Sayyiduna ‘Umar “, Sayyiduna 
‘Uthman and Sayyiduna ‘Ali & 
Book of Allah 48; i.e. the Qur’an 
Refer to Qiyamah 

‘Night of emancipation’, the night 
preceding 15th Sha‘ban 

Night preceding the day of Friday 
‘Night of power’, the night which is 
better than 1,000 months 

A city in Saudi Arabia where Rasiilullah 
“8 migrated to from Makkah Mukarra- 
mah and where the second most im- 
portant masjid in Islam is situated 

An institute where the knowledge of 
Islam is taught, usually from a foun- 
dational to intermediary level 
Compulsory post-sunset prayer 

A person whom one is not permitted 
to marry in Islam due to certain rea- 
sons, such as a blood relation 

A book compiled by Shaykh Ahmad 
ibn ‘Abdil-Qadir Ar-Rimi 

A city in Saudi Arabia wherein the 
Ka‘bah is situated and the birthplace 
of Rastilullah 

A disliked action 

A disliked action which is prohibited 
A disliked action which one should re- 
frain from 
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mas’ alah (pl. masa’il) 


masha’ allah 


Mashayikh (sg. Shaykh) 
masjid (pl. masajid) 
Masjid Namirah 


Masjid Nabawi 


Mawlana 


Mina 


mu’ adhdhin 

Mufassirin (sg. Mufassir) 
Mufti 

Muhaddithin (sg. Muhaddith) 
Muharram 

mujahadah 


mukhlisin (sg. mukhlis) 


mu’min 
Mount Uhud 


Glossary 


Question or issue, often used to refer 
to questions regarding the commands 
of Islam 

“What Allah willed’, a supplication 
which is uttered upon learning of 
something pleasing 

refer to Shaykh 

Mosque 

Masjid situated in ‘Arafah, most com- 
monly known for where the Zuhr and 
‘Asr prayer is offered on the second 
day of the annual pilgrimage 


Masjid in Madinah Munawwarah 
which is the second most sacred Mas- 
jid in Islam 

‘Our leader’, title given to Islamic 
scholars in the Indian subcontinent 
An area of Makkah Mukarramah 
where those performing hajj will 
spend the Ist, 3rd, 4th and 5th days 
One who makes the call to prayer 
Quranic commentators or exegetes 
Islamic jurist 

Specialist scholars of Hadith 

First month of the Islamic calendar 
Striving for the cause of Din 

Those who are sincere in their inten- 
tion, solely to please Allah 38 
Believer 


Mountain in Madinah Munawwar- 
ah, close to where one of the most 
important battles during the time of 
Rasilullah “ took place 
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Misa 


Muslim (Sahih Muslim) 
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The Prophet Moses (peace be upon 
him) 

The second most authentic book of 
Ahadith, compiled by Imam Muslim = 


Mutakallimin (sg. Mutakallim) Specialist scholars of Islamic beliefs 


muttaqin (sg. muttaqi) 


Muzdalifah 


Nabi (pl. Ambiya) 


nafl 
nafs 
Najd 


nikah 

nisab 
non-mahram 
Noh # 


nur 
Ottoman 


qada salah 


qada sawm 


Those who adopt the quality of stay- 
ing away from disobedience to Allah 
An area of Makkah Mukarramah 
where those performing hajj will go 
after completing their stay in ‘Arafah 
Prophet, also used to refer to Muham- 
mad #3 

Optional 

Base desires 

A province in the central region of 
Saudi Arabia, where the capital city 
Riyadh is located 

Marriage ceremony 

The minimum wealth threshold which 
one must possess for zakah to become 
obligatory 

That person whom one is permitted to 
marry 

The Prophet Noah (peace be upon 
him) 

Radiance, light 

The great empire which ruled over 
Central Asia, Western Asia and East- 
ern Europe from the period 1299CE to 
1973CE 

A compulsory prayer offered after its 
stipulated time 

A compulsory fast offered after its 
stipulated time 
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qiblah 


Qiyamah 
Quraysh 


qurbani 

Qurra (sg. Qari) 
Rabb 

Rajab 

Ramadan 
raka‘at 


risalah 
Rasiul (pl. Rusul) 


Rastlullah 


Rawdah 


ruh 

ruku‘ 

Rusul (sg. Rasiil) 
salihin (sg. salih) 
sadaqah 

sadaqah jariyah 


Glossary 

The direction of the Ka‘bah which one 
faces during prayer 

The Day of Judgement 

The tribe which Rasilullah *% be- 
longed to 

refer to udhiyah 

Experts in Quranic recitation 

The Cherisher and the Sustainer of the 
whole creation, Allah 3 

The seventh month of the Islamic cal- 
endar 

The ninth month of the Islamic calen- 
dar 

Units of prayer, prayers consist of 2, 3 
or 4 units 

Prophethood 

A Prophet of Allah sent with a divine 
book or scripture 

‘Messenger of Allah’, a title used to 
refer to Muhammad 

Garden, a special area in Masjid 
Nabawi located between the house 
of Rasilullah *% and his pulpit. 
Rastlullah #% said regarding this area 
that it is a garden from the gardens of 
paradise 

Soul 

The bowing posture during prayer 
Refer to Rasil 

Pious people 

Charity 

A type of charity that brings perpetual 
reward for the one who carries it out, 
even after death 
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Sahabah (sg. Sahabi) 


sajdah 
salah 
salat ‘alan-nabi 


Sawm 


sayyidah 
sayyiduna 
Sha‘ban 


shahadah 

shahwah 

shayatin 

Shaykh (pl. Mashayikh) 
Shaykhul-Hadith 


Shaytan 
Shu‘ayb #! 


shuhada’ (sg. shahid) 
shukr 
siddiqin (sg. siddiq) 


Sirah 
Straight Path 


sufiya (sg. stfi) 


‘Companions’, those who came into 
the company of Rasiilullah “ as Mus- 
lims and passed away as Muslims 
The prostration posture during prayer 
Prayer 

Sending salutations upon Rasilullah 
Fasting, to abstain from food, drink 
and marital relations between dawn 
and sunset with the intention of fasting 
‘Most-respected’, a title of honour 
given to a female 

‘Our most-respected’, a title of honour 
given to a male 

The eighth month of the Islamic calen- 
dar 

Testimony (of faith), martyrdom 
Carnal desire 

Helpers of Shaytan 

Spiritual mentor 

A title given to an expert of Hadith 
who teaches Sahihul-Bukhari 

Devil 

The Prophet Jethro (peace be upon 
him) 

Martyrs 

Gratitude 

A term used to refer to people who 
have attained the highest rank after the 
Prophets (peace be upon them) 

The biography of Rasilullah 2% 

The path that leads to the Pleasure of 
Allah 35 


as 


Those individuals who have achieved 
excellence in the field of spirituality 
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suhtr 

sujiid (sg. sajdah) 
Sunnah 

Surah 


Surah Ya Sin 


Stratul-Qalam 
Tabi‘I (pl. Tabi ‘in) 


Tabligh Jama‘ah 


tafsir 
tahajjud 
tahmid 
tajwid 
talbiyah 
ta‘lim 
taqwa 
taqdir 
tarawih 
tarbiyah 


tasbih 


Glossary 


A pre-dawn meal before fasting 
Prostrations 

The way of Rasilullah 

A chapter of the Qur’an. There are 
114 stirahs in total of varying lengths 
in the Qur’an 

The 36th chapter of the Qur’an. This 
chapter is commonly referred to as the 
heart of the Qur’an 

The 68th chapter of the Qur’an 
Follower, one who came into the com- 
pany of the Sahabah “ as a Muslim 
and passed away as a Muslim 

A da‘wah movement focused on re- 
viving the practice of Islam amongst 
Muslims 

Commentary of the Qur’an 

The voluntary night prayer 

Praising Allah 3 

The science of correct recitation of the 
Qur’an 

A certain supplication recited when in 
the state of ihram 

To teach, usually refers to teaching Is- 
lam 

Piety, the quality of staying away from 
every disobedience to Allah # 

Fate, what has been decreed by Allah 
A prayer performed after ‘Isha only 
during the month of Ramadan 

Moral and spiritual nurturing, espe- 
cially of children 

Glorifying Allah 4 
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tawaf 
tawbah 
tawfiq 
tawhid 


Tawrat 

ta‘ziyah 

tilawah 

Truce of Hudaybiyyah 


udhiyah 


‘Ulama (sg. ‘Alim) 
Ummah 


‘umrah 
wahy 
wajib 
wakil 


walimah 


wasiyyah 
wud’ 


Ya‘qiib 


yaqin 
zakah 
zina 
zuhd 
Zuhr 
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Circumambulation of the Ka‘bah 
Repentance 

Divinely granted ability 

Proclamation of the Oneness of Allah 


The Torah 
Consoling the bereaved 
Recitation of the Glorious Qur’an 


A peace treaty that was agreed be- 
tween the Muslims and the polytheists 
of Makkah in 6 AH 


Animal sacrifice during the three days 
of 10th, 11th and 12th Dhul-Hijjah 
Refer to ‘Alim 

Nation, commonly used to refer to the 
global Muslim community 

The minor pilgrimage 

Divine revelation 

Necessary 

Agent 

Wedding banquet hosted by the groom 
after consummation of the marriage 
Bequest 

Ablution, the prescribed method of 
purification from the state of minor 
impurity 

The Prophet Jacob (peace be upon 
him) 

Conviction, certainty in belief 
Compulsory charity 

Adultery 

Abstinence from the world 
Compulsory early afternoon prayer 
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